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35 YEARS OF CONSERVATION
1961
WWF, known as the World Wildlife 
Fund, is founded in Switzerland.

1983
M a i  P o  N a t u r e  R e s e r v e  i s 
established. WWF begins actively 
managing the Reserve.

1984
The first “Big Bird Race” is held, 
raising money to acquire Gei wai at 
Mai Po. This flagship fundraising 
event continues to be held to this 
day.

1985
School tours of Mai Po are launched 
for teachers and students, laying the 
foundation for WWF’s education 
programmes, which later become 
our Education for Sustainable 
Development programmes.

1987
I s l a n d  H o u s e  b e c o m e s  a 
Conservat ion Studies  Centre 
operated by WWF.

1990
Peter Scott Field Studies Centre 
is officially opened by Sir David 
Wilson.

1992
The first “Walk for Nature” event 
(then called “Discover Mai Po”) is 
held, helping the public learn more 
about Mai Po Nature Reserve.

1996
After eight years of campaigning, 
Hoi Ha Wan becomes one of Hong 
Kong’s first three marine parks. In 
2003, the Jockey Club HSBC WWF 
Hong Kong Hoi Ha Marine Life 
Centre, Asia’s first “classroom on 
the sea” is established.

2000
WWF’s Corporate Membership 
P r o g r a m m e  i s  l a u n c h e d , 
helping companies adopt more 
environmental ly-fr iendly  and 
sustainable business practices.

2007
East Asia’s first Seafood Guide 
is launched by WWF, promoting  
sustainable seafood. The first Hong 
Kong-specific Carbon Footprint 
calculator is launched, helping 
Hongkongers  combat  c l imate 
change.

2009
Earth Hour is held in Hong Kong for 
the first time, encouraging people 
to save energy and change climate 
change.

2010
We fought against eco-vandalism 
in  Tai  Long Sai  Wan through 
partnering with other green groups. 
The area was designated as country 
park area in 2013.

2014
WWF, in conjunction with other
green groups, launches the Coastal
Watch project, using citizen scientists 
to survey and clean up debris in 
Hong Kong’s marine environment.

2016
WWF’s “Rewrite Their Future”
petition calls on the Hong Kong 
government to permanently ban the 
ivory trade in Hong Kong. The Chief 
Executive announces in his 2016 
Policy Address that the government 
will “actively explore phasing out the 
domestic ivory trade”.
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This past year was one of the most significant in WWF’s history. We saw relentless hard work pay off with 
conservation success, public excitement and engagement at our events, and we watched with joy as new and 
exciting initiatives took flight. 

Just look at what we achieved in 2015 and 2016: By convincing the world’s largest shipping companies to commit 
to stop shipping shark fin, we have made the world’s oceans safer for sharks. The leading role we played in ending 
the ivory trade in Hong Kong and on-going work to close domestic market in Asia is necessary to protect African 
elephants. Our Tx2 tiger initiative is working to double the world’s wild tiger population by 2022. And by keeping 
the spotlight on energy-related issues, we are helping to ensure a brighter future for the next generation, one 
where renewable energy is embedded.

WWF-Hong Kong experienced several changes this past year: our new focus on partnerships for conservation, our 
new mission" Together Possible" and the new framework in six practices leading to high impact local and regional 
conservation objectives. We also began our ambitious Mai Po improvement scheme as we welcomed our new CEO, 
Mr Peter Cornthwaite, who will take this Hong Kong Jockey Club-sponsored project forward.

Peter Cornthwaite on his role with WWF says, “Being chosen to lead a committed team of conservationists is not 
only a great honour, it’s a real adventure. The energy and passion of this team is contagious and I know we will 
be able to achieve great things together. As we enter our 35th year, I look forward to helping make our great city 
more sustainable, more supportive of renewable energy, and more committed than ever to preserving our precious 
natural environment.”

We are enormously grateful to our members, our corporate partners, our volunteers, the wider community and the 
public as well as our staff for the unwavering support to our organization. Today, our planet needs you more than 
ever for people and nature to thrive. With your continuing encouragement, we can build an enduring legacy as we 
work together to transform Hong Kong into Asia’s most sustainable city.

CHAIRMAN & CEO MESSAGE

Edward M. Ho 
Chairman, Executive Council of WWF-Hong Kong

Peter Cornthwaite 
Chief Executive Officer, WWF-Hong Kong
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People experienced nature through education and public awareness programmes at Mai Po 
Nature Reserve

Citizen scientists contributed over 2,600 hours to the Discovering Biodiversity in Hong Kong 
Wetlands project as of April 2016

Pairs of egrets bred in a naturally-established egretry in the mangroves at Mai Po’s Gei wai, 
including Great Egret, Little Egret, Black-crowned Night Heron and Eastern Cattle Egret. This 
is the only Great Egret breeding colony in Deep Bay.

In Paris in December 2015, 195 countries signed an unprecedented global agreement to combat 
climate change— the culmination of years of advocacy work by WWF and other groups 
through the United Nations climate change process

The Paris Agreement promises to try to limit the average global temperature increase to “well 
below” 2°C or 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. We were one of the first organizations to advocate 
this more ambitious target and were delighted that it was included in the final agreement

The Paris talks produced a wave of announcements and commitments from governments, 
cities and businesses, signalling that the world is ready to transition to clean energy, with 
more than 1,000 cities committing to sourcing 100 per cent of their energy from renewable 
sources

Over 20,000 elephants are massacred every year in Africa to satisfy the demand for ivory 
products primarily in Asia 

According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), since 2006, the 
number of African elephants has reduced by 30 per cent and now stands at only 415,000.  
Poachers have already killed off some entire elephant populations in West Africa and localized 
extinction is almost certain unless countries and governments act now

A WWF study shows that the domestic ivory market in Hong Kong could be closed within 
two years, while the government proposes a closure in five years – by 2021. If the government 
halted the practice of issuing licenses and followed up with robust legislation, ivory sales could 
be completely illegal in Hong Kong much sooner. 

Working with WWF-Hong Kong, Maxim’s Group has transformed its sourcing practices for 
basa, an important seafood species used in many of the Group’s catering units. Today, 100 per 
cent of Maxim’s basa comes from ASC-certified fish farms

As of 30 June 2016, 16 of the top 20 global shipping companies, representing a total market 
share of 63 per cent, had placed a ban on carrying shark fin 

Through our Sea for Future project, we organized a four-day study tour for 34 local leaders 
from the Hong Kong fishing community along with academics and policy makers. The group 
visited Honda Bay in the Philippines, successfully raising awareness about benefits of marine 
protected areas 

Through the Tai O Interpreter Pilot programme, part of our Safe Haven project for the 
Chinese white dolphins, over 16,000 tourists enjoyed guided dolphin watching tours which are 
monitored by WWF

23,971
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FINANCIAL  
HIGHLIGHTS

As Hong Kong’s leading non-profit  conservation 
organization, WWF-Hong Kong commands a high degree 
of public trust due to our professionalism, integrity and 
transparency.

WWF-Hong Kong’s governing body is the Executive 
Council. Its members, professionals from conservation, 
scientific and business fields, are strongly committed to 
nature conservation. They serve on a voluntary basis.

Members of the Executive Council must be trustee 
members of WWF-Hong Kong and are elected by other 
trustee members at the Annual General Meeting (AGM). 
Each Council member shall hold office until the third 
AGM next following his or her election when he or 
she shall retire, but shall be eligible for re-election for 
one further term of three years. Members may serve a 
maximum of six years, unless decided otherwise by the 
Executive Council. 

To ensure that our f inancial  resources are spent 
appropriately, we are committed to providing clear, 
accurate and transparent financial information for public 
scrutiny. Our financial accounts, prepared in accordance 
with the Hong Kong Financial Reporting Standards, are 
independently audited by BDO Limited and published 
yearly in our annual report.

Individual  
donations  
HK$47.9M

Corporate  
donations 
HK$16.8M

Fundraising  
events  
and trading   
HK$5.4M

Government  
grants 
HK$5.4M

Trusts and  
foundations  
HK$6.9M

 
Other income  
HK$7.8M

SOURCE OF INCOME 
FOR FY2016

HK$90.2M

7%
9%

6%6%

19%

53%
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CORPORATE  
GOVERNANCE

 
Conservation  
HK$42.6MCommunity  

education  
HK$11.6M

Supporter 
base 
development 
HK$21.6M

Events and 
trading 
HK$2.4M

Administration 
HK$4.0M

WWF Network 
HK$3.5M

EXPENDITURE 
ALLOCATION FOR FY2016

HK$85.7M
25%

4%

50%

14%

4%
3%

THE MEMBERS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
Chairman

Mr. Edward M. HO

Executive Council

Mr. Daniel R. BRADSHAW (Hon. Legal Advisor)

Ms. Sylvia CHAN
Dr. Steve CHEUNG
Ms. Irene CHU
Professor David DUDGEON
Mr. William W. FLANZ
Mr. David M.H. FONG, BBS, JP
Ms. Sarah LEGG (Hon. Treasurer)

Mr. Frederick J. LONG
Dr. K.C. PANG, MH
Professor Yvonne SADOVY
Mr. Douglas WOO

 (Members as at 30th June 2016)
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We are a small city but Hong Kong’s demand for renewable natural resources is huge. Our 
unsustainable lifestyles mean that if everyone on Earth lived the lifestyle we do, we would need 
3.9 planets to fulfil our needs. This is simply too much

WWF commented on 100 per cent of Environmental Impact Assessment reports and planning 
studies involving ecologically important areas, giving a voice to the natural world

people supported our petition calling for the government to implement seven key 
recommendations in its Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan. These recommendations 
covered marine, terrestrial and wetland conservation, threatened species and sustainable 
consumption

People supported WWF’s conservation initiatives in FY16, working to build a better 
environment for all of us and for the next generation 

704 volunteers, interns and mentees donated a total of 27,572 service hours in FY16, gaining 
valuable experience while striving to show everyone that simple, everyday actions can make a 
big difference to our environment

Individuals now support WWF, directly contributing to our conservation and education work 
and being green advocates for a brighter future

WWF’s Education for Sustainable Development programme has reached 30 per cent of 
schools across Hong Kong – 410 schools in total – through a variety of educational activities, 
projects and training programmes for students and teachers

3.9 
  100
 1,600

242,279
 704/
27,572 
 

33,547 
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WWF-Hong Kong numbers

704 volunteers, interns and 
mentees donated a total of 27,572 
service hours in FY16.

corporations and organizations supported WWF this year

This year Island House Conservation 
Studies Centre celebrated its 110th 
anniversary, inviting over 800 people 
to its Open Days held in January 2016

people supported WWF's 
conservation initiatives this year

27,572

378
110

242,279 
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© 1986 Panda symbol WWF ® “WWF” is a WWF Registered Trademark  

© 1986 熊貓標誌 WWF,® “WWF” 是世界自然基金會的註冊商標

WWF-Hong Kong, 15/F Manhattan Centre, 8 Kwai Cheong Road, Kwai Chung N.T. Hong Kong

香港新界葵涌葵昌路 8 號萬泰中心 15 樓世界自然基金會香港分會

Tel 電話 :(852) 2526 1011    Fax 傳真 :(852) 2845 2734    Email 電郵 :wwf@wwf.org.hk

Registered Name 註冊名稱 : World Wide Fund For Nature Hong Kong 世界自然 ( 香港 ) 基金會  

( Incorporated in Hong Kong with limited liability by guarantee 於香港註冊成立的擔保有限公司 ) 
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