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 CEO Message
New CEO  
joins  
WWF-Hong Kong 

 

In mid-June Peter Cornthwaite joined WWF HK as the new Chief Executive 
Officer to lead our dedicated teams of conservation and education 
professionals and support staff.  Peter, a long time Hong Kong permanent 
resident and former Assistant Commissioner of Police with responsibility for 
Information Systems Strategy and Policy was attracted to join WWF Hong 
Kong by its reputation as the leading conservation organisation and the 
opportunity to lead the team in delivering the strategy for ‘Transforming Hong 
Kong into Asia’s most Sustainable City’ and the long awaited upgrade to the 
Mai Po Reserve with the ‘21st Century Nature’s Classroom project’. 
Commenting on his impressions after the first few weeks of orientation Peter 
observes ; 

 

 “WWF Hong Kong has a first rate team that are doing amazing things. Since 
arriving in Hong Kong in 1980, I have always admired the work of WWF in 
protecting and managing the Mai Po wetland reserve and providing outdoor 
education experience of nature to Hong Kong’s schools and youth. There has 
never been a more important time than now for all of us to play our part in 
protecting our planets biodiversity and ensuring there is a future where both 
people and nature can thrive. Together anything is possible.  

 

I believe that as a community of city dwellers we can make a difference and 
change our habits to live more sustainably, be more agile in moving to adopt 
new technologies that are available and well proven, particularly renewable 
energy and do all we can to protect species and the priority places like our 
oceans and country parks. I arrive at a time when WWF Hong Kong is able to 
reflect in our Annual review process on the excellent progress made on many 
issues and I will be looking to the team for the areas where we can better 
focus and engage with our community supporters, volunteers and other 
stakeholders throughout the coming year.  ” 
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 Water And Wetlands
China wetlands winning 
the battle 
against  
“Spartina ” 
invaders 

 

WWF HK is a leading authority on wetland reserve management and has been 
training and advising Minjiang Estuary National Nature Reserve staff in practical 
reserve management. This initiative with China Wetland authorities in turn helps to 
ensure the health and return of the migratory bird population to the Mai Po Nature 
reserve in Hong Kong over the Autumn and Winter months. Effective wetland 
reserve management protects mudflats that are relied upon by populations of 
migratory birds along the East Asian–Australasian Flyway. Constant attention can 
ensure the health of the mudflats as both the resting and feeding areas for many 
species of birds.  
 

‘Spartina alterniflora’ an invasive species of grass used to stabilise coastlines that 
has spread out of control to take over 200 ha of tidal mudflats in the Minjiang 
Estuary National Nature Reserve. The reserve tried mechanical clearance for over 6 
years but made little headway and there is still 150 ha of the Spartina left to be 
cleared.  WWF HK in tackling the problem recommended a more effective 
chemical treatment method. In 2015 we invited Ms. Peggy Olofson, the Director of 
the San Francisco Estuary Invasive Spartina Project, to join us and give on-site 
advice during a study tour to Chongming Dongtan National Nature Reserve, 
Shanghai.  
 

Throughout the summer of 2015 WWF-HK has worked closely with reserve staff 
to prepare for the trial use of Gallant Ultra Herbicide, which has a 20-year track 
record in it’s use in New Zealand. Test spraying began on experimental plots once 
the migratory waterbirds left in May 2016.  Spartina grasses yellowed after a week 
and then died out completely within a month and the herbicide was found selective 
in only affecting the target invasive grasses. In the experimental spraying close 
monitoring of water quality, epifauna, macroinvertebrates and recording the impact 
to the number and height of Spartina has confirmed the suitability to use the 
herbicide. It can now be used more extensively to restore this critical habitat to 
open mudflats in support of migratory birds.  

 

 Wildlife
WWF HK  
calls for an  
end to the  
Ivory Trade beginning 
today  
 
Government proposal of 
2021 is too long to wait 

Every year 30,000 African elephants are lost to 
poaching and 100 rangers lose their lives trying to 
protect wildlife. Just how long should Hong Kong 
wait to see the end of the trade in ivory products? 
 

The HK government has tabled a proposed ban on 
the ivory trade by 2021, giving the controversial 
trade five more years. WWF HK meanwhile 
published a summary of a legal research report it has 
commissioned that suggests a ban could be put in 
place within two years, taking account of the various 
processes under Hong Kong law. WWF HK believes two years is far too long to 
wait, and is calling for a phase out of the trade beginning today. 
http://goo.gl/6cpWco  WWF’s legal analysis is largely consistent with the 
government’s draft proposal and agrees that the authorities do not need to 
compensate ivory traders for their remaining stocks, given that the ban does not 
infringe Basic Law Article 105 and traders have already enjoyed a grace period of 
over 26 years to sell their stock. On June 27, legislators at the Panel on 
Environmental Affairs called on government to end the ivory trade as soon as 
possible, referencing the urgency and the timeline proposed by the WWF Hong 
Kong’s legal analysis. 

http://goo.gl/6cpWco
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 Community Engagement and Education
ITE student field study at  
Mai Po 

A number of outdoor student field studies 
integrating Information Technology Education (ITE) 
were successfully conducted at Mai Po Nature 
Reserve in May. Secondary school students used 
specially designed iPad Apps to carry out scientific 
investigations and explore the biodiversity of the 
reserve. The field studies were arranged to enable 
some 180 teachers who joined our train the trainer 
ITE workshops from February to April, co-organized by WWF Hong Kong and the 
Education Bureau, to have hands on experience in using the ITE approach in actual 
field studies. Students participated in our ecological surveys (such as water quality 
survey) and contributed to the ongoing conservation work of Mai Po Nature 
Reserve staff. We are proud of these ‘citizen scientists’ and look forward to 
welcoming more students and volunteers on field studies over the summer.  
 

Education resource pack 
development 
training for Nanji  
Wetlands  
 

Nanji Wetland National Nature Reserve is located at 
Poyang Lake, Jiangxi. It is a crucial wetland site in 
the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF), 
supporting a large number of the flyway migratory 
waterbirds. WWF HK was invited to provide skills 
training on ‘Development of a wetland education 
resource pack by reserve educators’. The 3-day 
workshop (14-16 June) was held at Island House and 
then on site in Mai Po. Various approaches were 
demonstrated, suited to outdoor nature conservation 
education. 

 

 Oceans
Community volunteers in 
Coastal  Watch Cleanup  
for World Environment  
Day 
 
 

 

In this first-ever collaborative action with Macau 
and Mainland China, our Hong Kong Coastal 
Watch programme recruited over 400 community 
volunteers to conduct clean-up actions across 16 
coastal sites on 5th June, World Environment 
Day. The opening ceremony for this clean-up was 
held at Lung Kwu Tan, Tuen Mun, one of Hong 
Kong’s worst marine litter locations.  
 
Representatives from organizations based in Macau and mainland China, as well as 
the Hong Kong government’s Inter-departmental Working Group on Clean 
Shorelines welcomed this joint effort.  The cross-border clean-up collected over 
194 bags of marine litter, a total of 1.8 tonnes. Participants in all the locations 
examined the types and source of marine litter they collected and then spelled out 
the names of the clean-up blacksites with the litter. WWF HK hopes this cross-
border event will encourage governments to establish more lines of communication 
in order to formulate concrete measures to deal with the marine litter problem at 
source, as marine litter comes from litter washed into storm drains and rivers as 
well as that discarded at sea.  https://coastalwatch.hk/crossborder_eng/  
 

Sustainable  Seafood - 
The Smart Choice 
 

WWF-HK has launched a new report “The Sustainable Seafood Movement in 
Hong Kong: Progress, Prospects and Challenges”, the report outlines recent 
developments in the sourcing sustainable seafood to meet consumer demand for 
certified fisheries products in Hong Kong and identifies areas where further 

https://coastalwatch.hk/crossborder_eng/
https://coastalwatch.hk/crossborder_eng/
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 Oceans

 

improvement can be made.  Click the link to find out more   http://goo.gl/yZ0pkG   
Ahead of Oceans Day (8 June 2016), Super Super Congee & Noodle (一粥麵) 
launched their new Ocean Friendly Menu across some 40 outlets in Hong Kong. 
Their menu features fish coming from MSC and ASC certified fisheries. This 
collaboration by WWF HK Oceans team with Super Super is another step towards 
making sustainable seafood the smart choice for the mass consumer market. We 
continue to work with the Café de Coral group to extend sustainable seafood to the 
other food outlets run by this company. 
 

Sharp Decline in  
Chinese White Dolphins in 
north Lantau 

 

 
 

WWF-HK is concerned about the continued decline in Chinese White Dolphin 
population and actively working to protect dolphin habitat and highlight the severe 
impact to dolphin numbers due to disturbance from city infrastructure development 
work and high speed marine traffic.  We need to do all we can to help the 
remaining dolphins or we risk losing the species forever.  The decline in numbers 
to the latest count reported by AFCD with a drastic drop from 88 in 2014 to just 65 
individuals in 2015 and issues with juvenile numbers again rings alarm bells. With 
the continued loss of dolphin habitat there is an urgent need to provide the West 
Lantau Marine Park in the waters off Tai O. http://goo.gl/nYOCJ7 
 
WWF HK is also actively working to reduce disturbance from dolphin tour 
operators. Last year, WWF HK monitored a total of 850 guided trips by four 
operators that took over 12,000 visitors on tours to see Hong Kong’s iconic 
dolphins, operating from Tai O. We noted a general improvement over the previous 
year with boat operators maintaining safe distance from dolphins and acting 
responsibly when near dolphins. The full compliance to the code of conduct was 
achieved in over 50% of the eco tours compared to a low compliance level before 
(i.e. 15%). Over the summer months until September 2016, five operators 
including the eco-tour company HKTraveler are being encouraged to further 
improve upon their compliance to the code of conduct to assure they always adopt 
“dolphin friendly” practices.  
 
WWF HK will make shore-based observations of the tours and work in an advisory 
role in dolphin conservation as well as conduct further research on the decline in 
the dolphin population and threats by marine traffic. We urgently need to change 
mindsets to work together to ‘conserve first and develop later’ and this requires 
10% of Hong Kong waters to be designated as Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) as 
our key priority. 

 
 
 
 
 
Peter Cornthwaite 
CEO WWF Hong Kong 
1 August 2016 
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