
- 1 - 

   

CEO 
UPDATE 

October 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 CEO Message
Walk for Nature 2016 

 

 

We look forward to the return of migratory birds to the Mai Po Nature 
Reserve later this month and opening the reserve to our community to join 
one of the WWF guided tours and be with us on a perfect day out during 
our “Walk for Nature 2016”.  
 
Our online booking system at wwf.org.hk/walk/en is available and we 
welcome  families  and  friends  to  join  us  on  either  the  26th or  27th of 
November. This year’s event will showcase our conservation work 
preserving Mai Po’s habitat and biodiversity and the work 
with schools and youth developing our “Be a Citizen 
Scientist” programmes. Experience being a citizen scientist 
along our guided route and interact with reserve staff in the 
breath-taking scenery of Hong Kong’s wetlands.  
 
Details on  “Walk for Nature” are now available at  wwf.org.hk/walk/en 
Applications will close 2nd November. You can contact our team at 2526-
1011 or email us at walk@wwf.org.hk.  

 

 Water And Wetlands
‘Citizen Science’  students join the 
summer  biodiversity  data 
collection at Mai Po  

 
Students ventured onto the mudflat 
to collect various mud samples for 
benthic fauna investigation. 

Having enrolled in our ‘citizen scientists’ programme for eight months, 
students from Pui Shing Catholic Secondary School and N.T. Heung Yee 
Kuk Yuen Long District Secondary School had a blast in joining our 
nature reserve staff to conduct various surveys for the project 
“Discovering Biodiversity in Hong Kong Wetlands” at Mai Po.  
 
Our young citizen scientists were able to sample aquatic fauna and water 
quality of gei wai and confidently draw conclusions from the data 
collected. Teachers were pleased to see students being able to organise 
and cooperate on this experiential nature science programme and devote 
themselves to the project throughout the school year. We are proud of 
these citizen scientists and we are looking forward to the upcoming 
student surveys that will commence in this new school year.  
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  Wildlife
Conservation effort locally and 
globally to protect key species 

 

We would like to thank the supporters of our online campaigns that enable us 
to keep up our effort for the protection of key species.  The public support for 
the Wildlife and Oceans teams helps our on-going work on research of the 
marine habitat and impact of high speed sea traffic on the Chinese White 
Dolphin population. Also the support helps our working with the WWF 
Africa team based in Nairobi, Kenya and the on-going effort against ivory 
poaching and the demand for this ivory in Asia.  
 
The issue of ivory trade and domestic markets has been under the spotlight 
from our report the Hard Truth in 2015 and the public support to the 
“Rewrite Their Future” campaign and recent work to advocate for an end 
domestic ivory domestic markets both in Hong Kong and Asia as these are 
fuelling Africa’s elephant poaching crisis.  
 
Cheryl LO, our wildlife crime officer temporarily based with the WWF team 
in Kenya, has recently been with WWF at the CITES meeting in 
Johannesburg, South Africa which brought worldwide attention to the 30% 
decline of savannah Elephants in recent years.  The resolution to call for an 
end to domestic ivory markets and greater law enforcement action against 
transnational crime, involving ivory or other endangered listed species now 
puts governments on notice to put an end to this horrific trade. 

 

 Community Engagement and Education
Nature Adventurer 
(Summer School) 2016 

62 young persons aged 8 to 12 enrolled in our three Nature Adventurer 
summer school programmes. Over three consecutive days the youngsters 
experienced learning about environmental conservation at our WWF-HK 
outdoor classrooms at Mai Po, Hoi Ha and Island House.  
 
Day 1 - the adventurers engaged in nature orienteering across Mai Po Nature 
Reserve discovering the wonders of wetlands and the importance of water 
supply for our planet. 
 

Day 2 -   a  switch  to  oceans  and  the  underwater  world,  coral  reef  habitat   
snorkelling in Hoi Ha Marine Park, to understand that protecting fisheries 
and preventing plastic pollution is key to saving marine ecosystems. 
 

Day 3 - a day in the gardens and shoreline of Island House looking at our 
own over-consumption of planet resources – our ecological footprint. Our 
adventurers were set the task to generate innovative but practical Green ideas 
that they could take home to their families and try for themselves. 
 

AMEA Conference 2016  

 

Project Officer, Education (Maggie Kwok) joined the 2016 Asian Marine 
Educators Association (AMEA) Conference at the National Taiwan Ocean 
University at Keelung, Taiwan from 4 to 8 September. AMEA is a newly 
formed network, initiated by a group of Asia marine educators following the 
annual conference of the US’ National Marine Educators Association 
(NMEA) in 2015.  
 

The network can encourage sharing marine ecosystem education and raise 
cooperation between stakeholders, policy makers, scientists, educators and 
the public.  Nine Asian countries / cities, including Japan, Korea, Taiwan, 
Philippines, mainland China and Hong Kong participated in this conference. 
WWF-HK presented the success of our community partnership Coastal 
Watch project – to survey marine litter and marine ecology. 

Delegates gather for the Ocean 
Literacy Conference –Taiwan 
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 Community Engagement and Education
Study trip to WWF-UK and UK 
Wetlands 
 

 

Conservation and education teams headed to the United Kingdom for a 
study  trip  to  WWF  UK  Living  Planet  Centre,  as  well  as  five  RSPB  and  
WWT wetland sites in September. In a packed one week programme 
between 5-10 September the group attended a youth conference 
discussing young people’s role in conservation action in their 
communities and the implementation of UN sustainable goals and visited 
with various wetland learning and visitor experience teams.    
 
This visit by our conservation and education teams has allowed us to 
examine the planned design of new infrastructure development at Mai Po 
and our learning framework for the launch of One Planet Education 
Programmes for schools and youth.  We were able to benchmark against 
others experience in visitor and learning centre management and how to 
engage youth volunteers in conservation. 

 

 Oceans
Coastal Watch – A WWF   
Community partnership initiative 
 
 

Over the last two years, Coastal Watch as our community partnership 
initiative conducting marine litter surveys at some 34 sites across Hong 
Kong has raised tremendous local support.  Volunteers from different 
community groups have worked to raise awareness on the importance in 
tackling the marine litter problem and restore the health of our seas. 
 
Marine waste is a significant contributor to habitat loss and impacts on 
biodiversity.  Turtles and other marine species ingest marine litter, and 
with plastic unable to biodegrade the oceans are polluted with small 
plastic pieces that, once in the food chain, can impact our own health.  
 
Coastal Watch, our community campaign against marine litter, has now 
organized a pledge campaign to call for a comprehensive strategic plan to 
tackle the marine litter problem at its source. Over 5,000 individuals have 
pledged to say “no” to a number of disposable plastic products and urge 
the Hong Kong government to formulate strategic plans to address and 
find solutions to the marine litter problem, and encourage business to take 
the lead by becoming responsible producers.  In October, our community 
partners will gather to review progress as we release the findings of data 
collected in WWF Coastal Watch Report, along with the opening of the 
Coastal Watch exhibition in the Hong Kong Maritime Museum that lasts 
until February 2017.   
 
The positive momentum generated continues with the support of the 
Environment and Conservation Fund and US Department of State and 
volunteers organised by our One Planet - Youth learning programme.  
 
We  will  look  at  marine  litter  across  Hong  Kong  and  run  a  programme  
designed to reduce the input of debris, especially plastics, into the marine 
environment.  By actively identifying the sea-sources of marine litter we 
can tackle the issues with solutions (e.g. More cross boundary 
collaboration and seeking alternatives to the traditional fragile polystyrene 
fish boxes.) 
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 Oceans
Public Engagement - 
Council for Sustainable 
Development  

The Council for Sustainable Development has launched a public 
consultation exercise aiming to gather opinions from the community and 
identify ways to encourage the sustainable consumption of biological 
resources.  
 
WWF-HK has made four recommendations to urge the government to 
incentivize the trade and consumption of sustainable seafood and other 
sustainable products in Hong Kong, in the hopes of making these products 
more widely available.   To gain support  from public,  a petition has been 
launched to gather more opinions.  The opinions will be submitted to the 
government in Mid-November.  Sign up to our petition now!  
 

Sustainable Seafood –  Cooking 
Class with WWF and Hilda 

 

To promote the benefits of sustainable use of our scarce biological 
resources, WWF-HK organized a first in a new series of practical 
consumer workshops. At a Culinary Academy event - Sustainable 
Seafood  Cooking  Class  on  18  September  twenty  four  participants  were  
partnered with local chef Hilda Leung, being taught how to be able to use 
the WWF seafood app and then choose and cook seafood that comes from 
sustainable fisheries.  A great way to understand more about the fragile 
marine ecosystem and care that needs to be taken when choosing seafood 
in supermarkets.  In October WWF will issue our research on Nine 
supermarket chains selling frozen Shrimp, Basa, Grouper and Sea 
Cucumber and call on them to sell only sustainably fished products.   

 
Peter Cornthwaite 
CEO WWF-Hong Kong 
18 October 2016 
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