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Origin: Alaska, USA
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e Oncorhynchus keta, O. tshawytscha, O. kisutch,
O. gorbuscha, O. nerka

Mainly sold as: Frozen fillet and canned fish
Fishing method: Gill netting, purse seining and trolling

© Biology

Alaskan Pacific salmon are born in riv-
ers and migrate to the sea to grow until
mature at about four or five years of age.
When mature, they swim back in groups
to the river where they were born to re-
produce between May and September.
Since Pacific salmon gather to repro-
duce at predictable times and places,
fishermen can catch almost every fish,
making them vulnerable to fishing pres-
sure.

© Status of wild populations
Pacific salmon in Alaska are fully fished.

© Bycatch

The methods used to catch Alaskan
Pacific salmon create small quantities
of bycatch, consisting of rockfish and
other bottom-living species.

© Impacts on the environment

The fishing methods used have little
impact on the seabed because contact
between fishing gear and the seafloor is
minimal.

© Fisheries management

The Alaskan Pacific salmon fishery has
management measures in place that
include annual stock assessments,
limiting the number of fishing licenses,
setting fishing quotas and placing re-
strictions on fishing gear, and seasonal
closure to protect spawning fish and
important habitats. The fishery is well
managed and is certified by MSC.

Summary

Alaskan Pacific salmon's predict-
able mating patterns make the spe-
cies vulnerable to fishing pressure
but stocks are considered healthy
although fully fished (see p.205 for
explanation). The fishery generates
a small amount of bycatch and has
little impact on the seabed. The
Alaskan Pacific salmon fishery is
MSC-certified and its management
systems are effective.
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