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e Plectropomus leopardus
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« Recommended

Origin: Queensland, Australia
Mainly sold as: Live fish

Fishing method: Hook and lining

© Biology

Leopard coral trout change sex when
they grow up and aggregate at predict-
able locations to reproduce, meaning
that fishermen can target the species
easily. This makes leopard coral trout
very vulnerable to targetted fishing.

© Status of wild populations

Australian leopard coral trout popula-
tions are relatively healthy and have
remained at the same level since 1996.
Stocks of Australian leopard coral trout
are fully fished.

© Bycatch

The use of hook and line and the release
of other species that are caught results
in a low amount of bycatch.

© Impacts on the environment

Hook and lining has little impact on the
seafloor because contact between the
seabed and the hooks is minimal.

© Fisheries management

This fishery is generally well managed,
with management measures including

® Plectropomus leopardus

protected areas, stock assessments,
fishing quotas, licensing and restric-
tions on gear and fish size (but see
p.171).

Summary

The biological characteristics of
leopard coral trout make it very vul-
nerable to targetted fishing. How-
ever, stocks are considered healthy
and fully fished. Australian leopard
coral trout fisheries generate a low
amount of bycatch and have limited
impact on the seabed ecosystem. A
sound fishery management system
is in place.
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