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e Anthocidaris crassispina
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‘ Recommended

e Anthocidaris crassispina

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters

Mainly sold as: Live sea urchin

Fishing method: Handpicking

© Biology

Sea urchins grow quickly and are not
naturally vulnerable to fishing pres-
sure.

o Status of wild populations

They are commonly found in coastal ar-
eas of Hong Kong.

© Bycatch

As sea urchins are handpicked by fish-
ermen there is no bycatch.

o Impacts on the environment

Handpicking has little impact on sea-
bed because contact with the seabed
is minimal.

o Fisheries management

Sea urchins are still common and abun-
dant although the fishery management
systems for this species in Hong Kong
and the South China are very weak. To
ensure the long-term sustainability of
the sea urchin fishery, fisheries manag-

ers should introduce species-specific
measures designed to protect the long-

term viability of this fishery.

Summary

There are no biological characteris-
tics that make sea urchins vulner-
able to fishing pressure and they
are not overfished. Handpicking of
sea urchins has no bycatch and has
little impact on the seabed. However,
the fishery management measures
in place for sea urchins in Hong
Kong and the South China Sea
are weak.
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