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e Chlamys farreri, Argopecten irradians,
Patinopecten yessoensis
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« Recommended

Origin: China

e Chlamys farreri, Argopecten irradians,
Patinopecten yessoensis

Mainly sold as: Live and fresh whole scallop
Culture method: Vertical hanging nets

© Condition of the farmed
shellfish

Scallops are stocked much more
densely in farms than in the natural en-
vironment and this can allow diseases
and parasites to spread easily.

o Feed

Scallops are filter feeders, therefore no
feed is needed. Food supplements are
provided to scallop seedlings in their
early stages.

© Source of fry

Scallop seedlings come from artifi-
cial hatcheries in mainland China.

© [mpacts on the environment

Plankton consume excessive nutrients
in seawater and by consuming them,
scallops can help reduce seawater pol-
lution. However, farming too many scal-
lops can still pollute the surrounding
environment through their faeces. As
the scallops species that are farmed in
China naturally occur there, there is no
risk of introducing exotic species.

© Mariculture management

Fish farms can only be set up in certain
designated places in China and produc-
ing scallops for export requires certifi-
cation from the authorities. The indus-
try is beneficial to local communities as
farms are owned by local people. There
are regulations governing the farming
of marine species in mainland China
but the potential impacts of farming
could be better addressed if enforce-
ment were increased.

Summary

Scallops are cultured in vertical hang-
ing nets in mainland China. No feed is
required to farm scallops as they can
obtain food from the water column,
and scallop seedlings come from
well-developed artificial hatcheries.
Nevertheless, farming may have some
impact on the environment, including
pollution caused by faeces from stock-
ing too many individuals. The current
farming management measures are
theoretically effective, but enforce-
ment could be improved.
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