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Origin: Eastern and western Australia
Mainly sold as: Fresh, frozen and defrosted scallop

Fishing method: Bottom dredging

© Biology

Scallops grow quickly and become
mature in a year. However, scallop
populations can be affected by ex-
ternal conditions such as changes of
seawater currents and temperature,
making them more sensitive to fishing
pressure in some years than others.

o Status of wild populations

The stocks of eastern and western
Australian scallops are fully fished.

© Bycatch

Although bottom dredging can poten-
tially generate large amounts of unde-
sirable bycatch, the discarded catch
and bycatch from these fisheries are
minimal because scallops will aggre-
gate together and can only be found
in certain areas. Special devices are
used to prevent marine turtles getting
caught.

© |mpacts on the environment

Usually, bottom dredging has a big
impact on the seabed, but the impact
of scallop fishing is small because the

seabed in question is sand. Scallop
fishing is only allowed at designated
areas.

© Fisheries management

Australian scallop fisheries adopt man-
agement measures including licens-
ing, harvest quotas, closed seasons,
stock assessments and restrictions on
gear types and minimum scallop size.
Scallop fisheries in both eastern and
western Australia are well managed.

Summary

External environmental variations
can potentially affect the vulnerabil-
ity of scallops to fishing pressure.
The stocks in eastern and western
Australia are fully fished. Although
fishermen in both areas use dredg-
ing to catch scallops, good manage-
ment practices mean that they gen-
erate minimal amounts of bycatch
and discarded animals. Damage
to seabed habitats is also small.
The management systems of these
fisheries are effective in protecting
stocks.
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