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« Recommended

Origin: South Georgia, UK

o Dissostichus eleginoides

Mainly sold as: Fresh and frozen fillet
Fishing method: Bottom long-lining

© Biology

Chilean sea bass grow slowly and take
about six to nine years to reach maturity.
They have a long life span of up to 50 years.
These biological characteristics make
them vulnerable to fishing pressure.

o Status of wild populations

Although illegal fishing of Chilean sea
bass is a massive problem, it is low in
South Georgia, an island on the South-
ern Ocean. South Georgia's Chilean sea
bass stocks are stable and fully fished.

© Bycatch

Although endangered sea bird species
such as wandering and grey-headed
albatrosses can be accidentally killed
using bottom long-lining, bycatch was
reduced to zero in 2006 and 2007 by
using measures that include not fish-
ing during the sea bird breeding period
and scaring birds away from the baited
hooks.

© Impacts on the environment

Bottom long-lining has some impact on
the seabed because it damages benthic

fauna like deep-sea corals.

© Fisheries management

Management measures including
stock assessments, licensing, bycatch
reduction and fishing quotas are in
place in South Georgia, and measures
have been taken to reduce illegal fish-
ing. The Chilean sea bass fishery is cer-
tified by MSC and is well managed (but
see p.183).

Summary

The stock of Chilean sea bass in
South Georgia is fully fished. The
species is biologically vulnerable to
fishing pressure. Actions have been
taken to reduce the bycatch of en-
dangered sea birds to extremely low
levels although the fishing method
used there has some impact on the
seabed. The Chilean sea bass fish-
ery is MSC-certified and the man-
agement measures are effective in
maintaining the sustainability of the
species.
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