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® Panopea generosa, P. abrupta
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« Recommended

® Panopea generosa, P. abrupta

Origin: North America (Washington, USA, and British Columbia, Canada)
Mainly sold as: Live and fresh whole clam
Culture method: Outdoor muddy shores

o Condition of the farmed
shellfish

Competition for space occurs among
adult geoduck clams as they are
stocked much more densely in farms
than in the natural environment.

© Feed

Since geoduck clams are filter feeders
and can obtain food from the water col-
umns no feed is required.

© Source of fry

Although adult stocks are obtained
from the wild to provide artificial seed-
lings, such practices have only minimal
impact on wild stocks as only a few in-
dividuals need to be used.

© Impacts on the environment

As geoduck clams are native species,
there is no risk of invasive species be-
ing introduced. Farmers are not al-
lowed to give them any drugs, and the
habitats of farmed individuals are kept
separate from wild populations. Farmed
geoduck clams, however, may compete
with other mudflat-dwelling species

that provide food for seabirds.

© Mariculture management

There are restrictions on the location of
geoduck clam farms and permits are
required to farm them. Strategic plan-
ning, including impact assessments,
and research into environmental sus-
tainability are required before a geo-
duck clam farm can be set up. Geoduck
clam farming is effectively managed in
both the USA and Canada.

Summary

Geoduck clams are cultured in
muddy shores in North America.
The farms cause minimal alteration
to the natural environment and
no feed is required. Harvesting of
wild adults for seedlings does not
affect the wild populations and the
environmental impact of geoduck
clams farming is minimal. The
management measures currently
in place are effective.
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