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o Ruditapes philippinarum, Cyclina sinensis, Tegillarca

granosa, Meretrix meretrix, Paphia euglypta
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« Recommended

Origin: China

® Ruditapes philippinarum, Cyclina sinensis, Tegillarca
granosa, Meretrix meretrix, Paphia euglypta

Mainly sold as: Live and fresh whole clam

Culture method: Outdoor mud flats

© Condition of the farmed
shellfish

Clams are stocked much more densely
in farms than on natural mud flats, and
diseases and parasites are found on
cultured individuals.

© Feed

Clams filter micro-organisms such as
single-celled algae from seawater as
their food, so there is no need to feed
them. Supplements including maize
powder and egg yolk are also used to
feed clams.

© Source of fry

Since only a few adult clams are col-
lected from the wild to produce seed-
lings, the impact of this practice on
wild populations is small.

© Impacts on the environment

Clams are farmed on mud flats with lit-
tle alteration to the natural landscape.
Farmed clams are from local species
and there is little risk of farmed indi-
viduals escaping into the wild.

© Mariculture management

Clam farms in China operate on
designated areas. Official certification
that clams are safe for consump-
tion is required before they can
be sold. Local villagers are employed
to run clam farms and farming is an
important economic activity for local
communities. However, existing clam
farms do not have proactive measures
to clear the waste that accumulates
near them.

Summary

Clams are cultured on mud flats in
China and need no feed as they fil-
ter micro-organisms from seawater.
Farming of clams has limited impact
on the wild populations since only a
few mature clams are collected for
seedlings. Water pollution around
the mud flats may have an impact
on the environment but only on a
limited scale. Clam farms are an
important source of income for local
villagers.
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