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‘ Recommended

e Anoplopoma fimbria

Origin: North America (Alaska, USA, and British Columbia, Canada)
Mainly sold as: Frozen or defrosted fillet
Fishing method: Bottom long-lining (USA), traps (Canada)

© Biology

Black cod can be up to 106 centimetres
in length and live up to 114 years. It
takes a relatively long time, around five
to six years, for them to become sexu-
ally mature. This makes them suscep-
tible to fishing pressure.

o Status of wild populations
Black cod stocks are fully fished in
Alaska, USA and British Columbia,
Canada.

o Bycatch

Bottom long-lining and trapping result
in a low quantity of bycatch.

o Impacts on the environment

Both fishing methods have little impact
on the seabed because there is limited
contact between fishing gear and the
seafloor.

o Fisheries management

Management measures in place in the
black cod fisheries of Alaska and British
Columbia include stock assessments,
licensing, fishing quotas, restrictions

on gear, seasonal closure and habitat
protection. The fisheries are well man-
aged and the Alaskan black cod fishery
is certified by MSC.

Summary

Black cod are vulnerable to fishing
pressure because of their biological
characteristics. Stocks in Alaska,
USA and British Columbia, Canada
are considered fully fished. The
fisheries generate a low amount of
bycatch and have limited impact on
the seabed ecosystem. The man-
agement systems of the fisheries in
both the USA and Canada are sound
and the Alaskan black cod fishery is
MSC-certified.
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