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® Haliotis discus, H. gigantea, H. asinina, H. diversicolor
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« Recommended

Origin: China
Mainly sold as: Live abalone
Culture method: Indoor pools

© Condition of the farmed
shellfish

Abalone farms may raise a large num-
ber of abalone in one pool, and this
may affect the health of the animals.

© Feed

Abalone eat plants, mainly algae, and
require no wild-caught fish feed. Some-
times they are also fed dry powdered
feed made of beans, seaweed, vitamins
and minerals.

© Source of fry

Abalone seedlings are normally pro-
duced by well-developed hatcheries
and there is no need to collect small
juveniles from the wild. Fujian province
is the main provider of juvenile abalone
in mainland China.

o Impacts on the environment

Seawater is pumped into abalone
farms and some farms filter the wa-
ter for reuse. Since abalone are kept in
indoor areas, there is little risk of them
escaping intothe wild. There are reports
of effluent, excess feed and faeces of

® Haliotis discus, H. gigantea, H. asinina, H. diversicolor

abalone being directly discharged into
the open sea without treatment. Such
practices may cause water pollution.

© Mariculture management

Abalone farms are land-based opera-
tions and the sites are not converted
from natural landscapes. This type
of aquaculture is usually run by large
companies employing local people and
is seen as a business that is beneficial
to the local community.

Summary

Abalone are mainly cultured in land-
based indoor pools and feed on
plants. Water pollution could be an
issue but it has only limited impact
on the natural environment. There
is little risk of abalone escaping into
the wild. Abalone farms in China
employ local workers and contribute
positively to the local economy.
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