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Origin: Australia

o Haliotis laevigata, H. rubra, H. roei

Mainly sold as: Frozen, canned abalone

Fishing method: Handpicking

© Biology

Abalone take two to three years to
become sexually mature and adult
abalone will aggregate together to re-
produce. This makes them moderately
vulnerable to fishing pressure.

o Status of wild populations

Stocks of Australian abalone are fully
fished. Catches of blacklip and green-
lip abalone are relatively stable.

© Bycatch

The amount of bycatch from Australian
abalone fisheries is very low because a
precise and selective fishing method is
used.

o Impacts on the environment

Handpicking by divers has little impact
on the seabed.

© Fisheries management

Australian abalone fisheries are well
managed. Fishing is subject to mea-

sures including stock assessments,

catch quotas and size restrictions. Fish-
eries have recently introduced genetic
technologies to combat illegal abalone

harvesting.

Summary

The biological characteristics of
blacklip, greenlip and Roe's abalone
make them moderately susceptible
to fishing pressure, but stocks are
considered healthy and fully fished.
Fisheries generate a very low amount
of bycatch and have limited impact
on the seabed ecosystem. The man-
agement of fisheries is sound.
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