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Origin: Eastern Australia
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e Panulirus ornatus

Mainly sold as: Live lobster and frozen lobster

Fishing method: Handpicking

© Biology

Eastern Australian rock lobsters reach
sexual maturity at about two and a half
years of age, which makes them mod-
erately vulnerable to fishing pressure.

© Status of wild populations

Stocks of eastern Australian rock lob-
ster are considered fully fished; the to-
tal catch in Queensland was about 188
tonnes in 2006.

© Bycatch

The amount of bycatch from eastern
Australian rock lobster fishing is very
low - mainly other rock lobster species.

© Impacts on the environment

Handpicking or divers using nooses
has little impact on the environments,
as contact with the seabed is minimal.

o Fisheries management

Eastern Australian rock lobster fishing
is subject to management measures in-
cluding protected areas, licensing, fish-
ing quotas, gear and size restrictions.
There are additional regulations in

place for recreational fishermen - tak-
ing breeding females is prohibited, for
example. The fisheries of this species
are well managed.

Summary

Eastern Australian rock lobsters are
not susceptible to fishing pressure;
only their relatively late maturity can
be an issue. Stocks of the species
are fully fished. Fisheries produce a
very low amount of bycatch and have
limited impact on the environment.
Fishery management is sound and is
effective in protecting stocks.
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