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« Recommended

Origin: Western Australia

e Panulirus cygnus

Mainly sold as: Live lobster and frozen lobster

Fishing method: Pot traps

© Biology

The growth of western Australian rock
lobster is slow - it takes them about five
years to become adult. External factors
such as water temperature can affect
the number of eggs that grow into ju
venile lobsters. These characteristics
make western Australian rock lobster
susceptible to fishing pressure.

o Status of wild populations

The populations of western Austra-
lian rock lobster are considered to be
healthy and are fully exploited.

© Bycatch

Octopuses are the major bycatch,
along with small amounts of other
bottom-living fish species.

© Impacts on the environment

As the pots are usually placed on rocky
seabeds, they cause little damage to
the environment.

o Fisheries management

The fishery management system of this
species is sound and effective. Fisher-

men are required to obtain licences
and their number is limited. There is
an annual quota for the number of ani-
mals caught and the size of the lobsters
caught is also regulated. The fishery is
certified by MSC.

Summary

This species is susceptible to some
fishing pressure since it grows
slowly and is sensitive to external
environmental factors. The stocks of
western Australian rock lobster are
considered healthy and fully fished.
The fishery generates a low amount
of bycatch and has little impact on
the seabed ecosystem. The western
Australian rock lobster fishery is
MSC-certified and management is
sound.
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