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SERGEL
(1973 - 1985FFRITIMF)

Island House

Where Tolo Harbour, a long,
mountain-fringed inlet from the open
sea, comes finally to an end, great trees —
rosewood, camphor, eucalypt and
champak — flank a small island protruding
from the shoreline, hiding a strange house,
left over from the past, a reminder of when a
part of San On County of China was added to
the colony of Hong Kong; when a road and
railway reached north through the new
colonial land into the mainland of China and
began a twentieth century of change. Now
the house remains, imperturbable, looking
quietly down the channel. In front, the
fishing boats are gone, behind, the former
quiet market town lays claim to be a city.

Sir David Akers-Jones
(Resident 1973 — 1985)
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Fish boats in Tai Po
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A century ago, Tai Po was a small market
town serving the farmers of the Lam
Tsuen Valley and the many fishermen
who made their living on the waters of
Tolo Harbour. Located at the head of the
harbour, Tai Po was a focal point for
trade and communication in the region.
The strategic significance of the town
was realized by the Hong Kong Government
when the New Territories were leased
from China in 1898 for a period of 99
years. Tai Po was chosen to become the

centre for all New Territories administration.

1899%F » EE l\h?}:tﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁ[f%ﬁiﬁ"jciﬁiﬁAﬁ e
Meeting at Tai Po Market between Sir Henry Blake, the
Governor, and the gentry and elders of the New Territories
communities in 1899.
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Construction of Kowloon-Canton Railway started in
1906. Tai Po Railway Station was completed in 1913.

R EAMMNE -
. Drying grains, Lam
Tsuen Valley.

KIHYEARK RS
Fruit stall in Tai Po
Market
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The causeway was built to link up the Island Yuen Chau
Tsai with the mainland.
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Tai Wong Yeh Temple, dedicated to the God of Sea, was
rebuilt on the Island at the end of Qing Dynasty. The photo
shows the temple in 1980’s.
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The House was built on the summit of Yuen Chau Tsai.
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Island House was surrounded by sea and fishing boats.

In 1903, the construction of a new
road, Tai Po Road, linking Kowloon
and Tai Po was completed. In order
to obtain material for the
embankment on which the road was
built, the summit of the Yuen Chau
Tsai island was leveled off. The
flat-topped island now provided an
ideal location for a building to
accommodate the government
officials sent to work in Tai Po.
Inevitably, this building was to
acquire the name ‘Island House'.
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The main building Construction of Island House began early in 1904. After a
total expenditure of some $31,000, it was finally
completed in March 1906. The main building is 2 storeys
high and contains a dining-room, drawing room, office, 4
bed-rooms, 4 bath-rooms, hall, staircase, pantry and
lavatory and is almost entirely surrounded by verandahs.
Its attractive ‘Colonial’ style is typical of turn of the
century architecture.The distinctive tower contained a
water tank and a beacon to help vessels navigating Tolo
Harbour. A separate building provided servants quarters,
a European kitchen, and a storage area, whilst a stable and
coach house was constructed at the foot of the hill.

BE
The beacon

EEBRIERE
The building facing east
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The House is surrounded by verandahs.
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Sir David Akers-Jones Old District Office North, where
the magistrate used to be working in.

In the years before the Second World War four
Officers were housed there, including 2 Police Magistrate
and 2 Assistant Lands Officers. Then, in 1947 the
building became the sole official residence of the
District Commissioner, New Territories. A total of 15
District Commissioners have resided in the house
since that time, the last occupants being Sir David
and Lady Akers-Jones. In 1985 Sir David was
appointed as Chief Secretary, and moved to his official
residence on Hong Kong Island. A new chapter in the
life of Island House was about to begin.

T o,

TREMAER

Staircase in the main building

TUMFRE BRES

Garden party at Island House
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The dinning room now becomes a mini library.

TUMF B ARRIEREM RO 987 ERR o
Opening of Island House Conservation Studies Centre in 1987.
Found in 1961, WWEF is currently a leading
global conservation organization with a
network active in more than 100 countries.
WWF’s mission is to build a future in
which humans live in harmony with
nature. With a global perspective and
network, WWEF is always determined to
identify and implement solutions to
achieve successes, working with others to
achieve our goals.WWF-Hong Kong has
been working since 1981 to deliver solutions
for a living planet through Conservation,
Footprint and Education programmes.

IS AR GBI TAE

Tolo Highway is extended and reaching the Island.
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Students learning plants in the arboretum.
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In 1986, WWF was awarded custodianship
of the House, and charged with the
responsibility for maintaining its fragile
fabric. The House then became a
Conservation Studies Centre. This is an
important task as Island House is a declared
historic heritage under the provisions of the
Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance, in
recognition of its historic significance and of
the beautiful grounds. Equally important is
the commitment that WWF has made to use
the centre’s resources to actively promote
education for sustainable development in
Hong Kong.

To find solutions to stop the degradation of
the planet’s natural environment and to
build a future in which humans live in
harmony with nature, we hope to transform
Hong Kong into a leading low-carbon city
that prides itself on sustainable development.
Hong Kong not only is a remarkable
financial and trading hub, it is surrounded
by rich, flourishing ecosystems which are
cherished by its people as well. Our vision is,
therefore, a noticeable transformation in
behaviour and attitudes, driven by the
younger generation, who are educated to
understand that we must all work together
to protect our natural world, and that by
doing so we can create a bright new future.

1978

1985

TUMF REERIHRIZEE -

City growing behind Island House.
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Let’s go for a plant walk!
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(Caprifoliaceae)
Lonicera japonica
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The grounds of Island House cover an area
of 1.75 hectares and are a mixture of formal
gardens and lawns in the English style.
Various native and ornamental species have
been planted during the period that Sir
David and Lady Akers-Jones lived at Island
House. There are over 140 identified species
of plants. They comprise a mixture of local
and introduced species and range from
ferns to mature trees.

{E-Flower

A climber whose egg-shaped leaves occur
in pairs. Its flowers are whitish at first,
later golden. The fruits are black berries.

The flowers of Honeysuckle are collected
when they are about to bloom. It is one of the
ingredients of the “Five Flower” herbal tea.

B -Fruit
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(Magnoliaceae)
Michelia x alba
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(Taxodiaceae)
Taxodium distichum
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- Leaf
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TE—FIower

FHE-Whole

ZE_Leaf

An evergreen tree, about 10 to 20 metres
high. The leaves grow alternately along the
branch and are elliptical and taper at each
end. The fragrant white flowers can be
seen every spring and summer.

The White Jade Orchid Tree is leafy and a
popular shading tree that is planted in
villages. Some villagers like to collect the
fragrant flowers for headdresses.

*kif% ( ﬁgﬁé%% )
Whole tree (Photo in Summer) Whole tree (Photo in Winter)

A deciduous tree with small,
leaves that have pointed tips.

straight

Bald Cypress is a handsome ornamental
tree with a cone-shaped crown. The colour
of the foliage changes with the seasons.
The new leaves are light green. When the
leaves are about to fall, they turn orange
and finally brown.

10
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(Myrtaceae)
Syzygium jambos
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(ERFZAERD
(Fabaceae)
Pterocarpus indicus

BEEBA ATERE
25KLLE - 5F134
RV NEB SRR AT © _
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SIBE EFHA > AEEE > AJRFERE
BEEERSES -
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(Moraceae)
Ficus microcarpa

EREAN  TERE
20E 25K > BERY

E|IER-Fig
BEMEFE - NIEREERRIEIERE
£ RAETER HBHEEFTERERNAE
HEARZ—

B-Fruit
An evergreen tree reaching a height of 9
metres. Leaves and are long and elliptical
and occur in pairs. The flowers are
creamy-white and filled with many

pollen-bearing  structures  (stamens).
Fruits are edible fleshy berries, slightly
pear-shaped.

The fragrant flowers and fleshy berries of
Rose Apple attract birds, bats and insects.

B -Fruit

{E-Flower

A deciduous tree, reaching a height of 25
metres or more. 5to 13 leaflets grow alternately
along its branches in a feather-like
arrangement. Yellow flowers occur in
clusters. Fruit are round winged pods.

Burmese Rosewood is an excellent red wood.
The high quality timber is used for fine
furniture and musical instruments.

EE | eaf

An evergreen tree measures up to 20 to 25
metres. Its leaves are alternate and elliptical.
The flowers are tiny and line the inside of
the fruit-like urn, and are completely
concealed. Produces figs. Chinese Banyan
is one of Hong Kong's (check) most
common native trees.
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(Theaceae)
Camellia crapnelliana

FE-Flower
FRZRER R B/
BA > B5ETHK o £
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FEHK-Whole
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FEASRRLEXREE -

GEEERRT
(Angiopteridaceae)
Angiopteris fokiensis

REEAREY  AIERE
3K - AEARARERARE
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E_Leaf .
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Numerous slender aerial roots dangle
from its branches. When these roots reach
the soil, they act as another supporting
trunk for the tree.

B -Fruit

E_|eaf

An evergreen small tree about 5 to 7m tall,
which can be easily recognized by its
smooth, orange-red bark. The leaves are
long ellipses with short-toothed edges. The
white flowers are 8 to 10cm in diameter,
composed of six to eight petals surrounding
the numerous yellow pollen-bearing
stamens at the centre.

Crapnell’s Camellia was first discovered by
Mr. W. J. Tutcher, the former Superinten-
dent of the Botanical and Forestry Depart-
ment, on Mount Parker on Hong Kong
Island in 1903.

#8F-Spore

FHR-Whole

A large herb-like plant, up to 3m tall.
Leaves grow in a feather like arrangement
(typically 5 to 7 pairs).

Under threat due to habitat destruction
and over-collection as ornament plant.
This species has been listed in order to
control its sale or possession.

12
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(Thymelaeaceae)
Aquilaria sinensis
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BEARD

(Caesalpiniaceae)
Cassia fistula

B _Fruit

{E-Flower
BESA SEI5K ERE  BEE-
B4EHBEER/NE - @EERIEERM
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REBRFZ0E

RASHIRERGRBRIE - S+ EILE
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An evergreen tree, about 6 to 20 metres
high. Leaves are alternate and elliptical.
The yellowish-green flowers bloom from
March. The fruit is an egg-shaped capsule
which is produced in summer.

The resin extracted from wood can be used
for making incense and Chinese medicine,
its wood for joss sticks. The origin of the
name ‘Hong Kong' is believed from this tree.
Hong Kong was a port of transshipment of
Incense Tree, Hong Kong derives its name
from “Fragrant Harbour”.

A deciduous tree growing up to 15 metres.
Leaves alternate, with 4 to 8 pairs of
elliptical leaflets. The yellow flowers hang
down in clusters resembling a “golden
shower”. Fruit is a long (30 to 60 cm)
cylindrical black pod.

The seed pulp is used as a purgative in its
native, Ceylon and India.

f&F-Seed



(AEIF) An evergreen tree about 9m tall. The

(Hamamelidaceae) leaves are thick, with a glossy dark green

Rhodoleia championii upperside but the underside is white. A

- : cluster of about five red flowers hangs

from the branches. As it is similar in

appearance to a hanging bell, the local folk

name of this species is “Diao Zhong Wang”
(the King of Hanging Bells).

STERTR RGN |
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It produces large and colourful flowers
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(BRATHEED

(Apocynaceae)
Plumeria rubra

Frangipani is a deciduous tree which can
reach a height of 5 m. The bark is pale grey
with prominent green circular leaf scars.
Leaves are elliptical with clearly visible
veins. The fragrant five-petal flowers, of 4
to 7 cm in diameter, are found at the end of
the branches.

Ef-wnole Frangipani’'s dried flower is one of the
HETCREREBA AIERESK HE  components of the “Five Flower” herbal tea.
B EEa > FHEMNREER -
EMEEA - BERBEMETHMAURK - FE
RERBERRIE  BERWAETEX >
TEIBAAY -

HEIEMTERIRE " ATER ) M - 7E-Flower

14



15

ELE[.*,%E‘. @AED

(Caesalpiniaceae)
Delonix regia

B -Fruit
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(Poaceae)
Bambusa vulgaris cv. Vittata

JhR - Leaf .. F2-Culm
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The Flame tree is deciduous, growing up
to 20 metres in height. The leaves are
made up of alternating elliptical
leaflets. It has a graceful tree crown and
red flame-coloured blossoms that flower
in early summer.

A common tree cultivated in gardens and
along roadsides. It is native in Madagascar.

Clumped tree bamboo, growing up to 20
metres high. Its cylindrical stems are
interrupted at intervals of 20 to 30 cm by
circular nodes. Golden-yellow stems are
randomly marked with green, vertical
stripes. Leaves are straight, narrow and
alternate. Stripe Bamboo usually grows
naturally on slopes or can be cultivated.

Bamboo only flowers every 10 to 100 years,
depending on v ;
the species.
It flowers over
large area and
then dies.
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Heritage and history are part of our
cultural identity. They help form our
collective memories, and provide us
with a sense of continuity and belonging.

In today’s busy and fast paced life it is
easy to forget the role that plants play in
our customs and traditions, and the vital
part that nature plays in our everyday
lives.

By using Island House as an education
centre to promote the concept of
sustainable use of natural resources to
the public, WWF naturally demonstrates
how to preserve and continue our
cultural and natural heritage.

Our heritage, both cultural and natural,
is a marvelous possession not only to be
enjoyed but also to be treasured and
conserved for future generations.
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WWEF is the world’s leading conservation With your support we can all play a part
organisation, with a global network active in in delivering solutions for a living planet.

more than 100 countries. WWF’s mission is to
build a future in which humans live in
harmony with nature. Founded in 1961, 4
WWF's headquarters are based in Switzerland. =
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Operating for nearly fifty years, WWF has forged
unprecedented global partnerships with governments,
other NGOs and the private sector, and has inspired
individuals to take action and make a difference. With a

HI7EEE Why we are here

ATBIEER B NHEAEA
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and global perspective and network, WWF is determined to
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature. 5 ) 5 y .
o identify and implement solutions to achieve success,
WWF wwf.org.hk . . 3
working with others to achieve our goals.
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