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e Harpadon nehereus

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters

Mainly sold as:

© Biology

Bombay duck grow quickly and become
sexually mature in about 15 months.
They gather in large shoals in the del-
tas of rivers to feed during monsoons,
which can make them sensitive to fish-
ing pressure.

o Status of wild populations

Bombay duck are overfished in Hong
Kong waters. Although there is no ac-
curate stock assessment for Bombay
duck in the South China Sea, fish there
are generally over-exploited.

o Bycatch

Bombay duck are caught by bottom
trawlers and the bycatch is large - up to
70 % of the total catch. It includes the
young of other commercially important
species.

o Impacts on the environment

Bottom trawling has a high impact on
the seabed because of the intense con-
tact between the seafloor and the fish-
ing gear.

Fresh whole fish
Fishing method: Bottom trawling

© Fisheries management

Management of Bombay duck stocks
in both Hong Kong and the South Chi-
na Sea is unsound. There are limited
fishing regulations, and critical man-
agement measures including catch
quotas, size restrictions and marine
protection areas are either absent or
poorly enforced.

Summary

Bombay duck are susceptible to
fishing pressure thanks to their
predictable behaviour, and stocks
are considered overfished. Bottom
trawling generates a high quantity
of undesirable bycatch and has a big
impact on the seabed. The fishery
management of this species in both
Hong Kong and the South China Sea
is poor.
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