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® Plectropomus areolatus
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® Plectropomus areolatus

Origin: Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines)

Mainly sold as: Live fish

Fishing method: Hook and lining

© Biology

Squaretail coral trout change sex from
female to male as they grow. Mature
trout travel far from their usual feeding
areas to predictable places to gather
and mate. This makes them an easy
target for fishermen.

o Status of wild populations

Squaretail coral trout are overfished.
A five-year monitoring study in Indo-
nesia discovered a sharp decrease in
the body size of the fish, and another
study in Sabah, Malaysia found that the
population of the species had been re-
duced by almost 98%.

© Bycatch

Juveniles are kept in fish farms to grow
to market size for sale. Other harvested
fish species that are not suitable for
export are usually consumed domesti-
cally, sold to local markets or used as
feed in fish farms.

© Impacts on the environment

Hook and lining has little impact on the
seabed because there is practically no
contact between fishing gear and the
seafloor.

© Fisheries management

There are some management mea-
sures to regulate this fishery in South-
east Asia, such as the establishment of
marine protected areas and licensing
of fishermen. But there is no restriction
on the size and number of fish caught,
so the fishery is not well managed.

Summary

Squaretail coral trout are overfished.
They are vulnerable to fishing pres-
sure because of their predictable
mating patterns. Hook and lining
has little impact on the seabed,
and fishermen keep everything they
catch. The management systems of
this fishery in Indonesia, Malaysia
and the Philippines are unsound.
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