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e Epinephelus polyphekadion

Origin: Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines)

Mainly sold as: Live fish

Fishing method: Hook and lining

© Biology

Camouflage grouper change sex from
female to male as they grow. When they
reproduce, they will travel far from their
feeding grounds and gather in large
numbers at specific places to mate. As
this behaviour can be easily predicted
by fishermen, the species is vulnerable
to fishing pressure.

© Status of wild populations

Camouflage grouper are overfished.
Although there is no accurate estimate
of their stocks, the numbers gathering
to reproduce have decreased by more
than 50% in many places.

© Bycatch

Hook and lining is a selective fishing
method, but fishermen will keep every-
thing they catch. Furthermore, juvenile
camouflage grouper are kept until they
are big enough to sell rather than being
released.

© Impacts on the environment

Hook and lining has little impact on the
seabed because contact between fish-
ing gear and the seafloor is minimal.

© Fisheries management

Fishery management systems for cam-
ouflage grouper in  Southeast Asia
are not effective. Although the use of
cyanide is prohibited, and protected
areas have been established in some
Southeast Asian countries, there is no
minimum size limit or quota system for
catching the species.

Summary

Camouflage grouper are vulnerable
to fishing pressure and they are al-
ready overfished in Southeast Asian
countries. Fishermen use hook and
lining to catch them and they keep
everything they catch. The manage-
ment of camouflage grouper fisher-
ies in Indonesia, Malaysia and the
Philippines is not effective to ensure
the sustainability of the species.
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