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e Plectropomus leopardus
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® Plectropomus leopardus

Origin: Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines)

Mainly sold as: Live fish

Fishing method: Hook and lining

o Biology

Leopard coral trout change sex as they
grow and gather to spawn. These char-
acteristics make the species vulnerable
to fishing pressure.

o Status of wild populations

Southeast Asian leopard coral trout are
overfished. After 20 years of fishing of
the species, catch and export figures
from the Philippines have fallen rap-
idly, by more than 43% in four years;
in some areas the decline is as big as
97%. In Indonesia, the number of fish
has dropped by 40% and the average
body size has reduced by 10%.

© Bycatch

Many other types of fish are also caught
by hook and lining; they are usually
consumed domestically, sold to local
markets or used as feed in fish farms.
This is a waste of marine resources.

© [mpacts on the environment

Hook and lining has little impact on the
seabed because the contact between
the seafloor and the hooks is minimal.

© Fisheries management

In Southeast Asia there are only a
few fishery management measures
in place, such as prohibiting the use
of cyanide and establishing protected
areas. However, enforcement is weak,
and fisheries are generally poorly man-
aged (but see p.75).

Summary

The spawning behaviour of leopard
coral trout makes them susceptible
to fishing pressure and the stocks
of this species in Southeast Asia
are overfished. The fishing method
used has limited impact on the sea-
bed and fishermen keep everything
they catch. The fishery management
of the species in Southeast Asian
countries is unsound.
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