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e Hoplostethus atlanticus
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o Hoplostethus atlanticus

Origin: Global (northern and eastern Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, eastern and southern Pacific Ocean)
Mainly sold as: Fresh and frozen fillet

Fishing method: Bottom trawling

© Biology

Orange roughy live in big schools
around underwater seamounts at
depths down to 1,900 metres. They
grow slowly, taking at least 14 years to
become sexually mature, and can live
for up to 150 years. All of that makes
orange roughy very sensitive to fishing
pressure.

o Status of wild populations

Orange roughy are overfished. Al-
though orange roughy fisheries only
began in the late 1970s, many stocks
in the world are already down to about
10% of their original size.

© Bycatch

Orange roughy are caught using bot-
tom trawling, a fishing method that de-
stroys deep-sea corals which can take
hundred of years to recover.

© Impacts on the environment

Intensive contact between fishing
gear and the seabed means that bot-
tom trawling has a large negative im-
pact on the environment.

© Fisheries management

Fishery management systems for or-
ange roughy are not effective. Although
there are management measures in-
cluding stock assessments, licensing
and fishing quotas in many countries
where orange roughy occur, stocks of
this species continue to decrease in
most places.

Summary

Orange roughy are biologically sen-
sitive to fishing pressure and their
stocks are overfished almost every-
where. Deep-sea bottom trawling
destroys fragile deep-sea coral eco-
systems which will take a long time
to recover. The current management
of orange roughy is not effective and
does not protect the long-term sus-
tainability of the fishery.
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