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Origin: China
Mainly sold as: Live fish

Culture method: Floating net cages

o Condition of the farmed fish

Hong Kong grouper are stocked at high
densities in the cages resulting in the
easy spread of diseases and parasites.

© Fish feed

Hong Kong grouper are carnivores and
their feed may include commercially
important juvenile fish. This puts ad-
ditional pressure on the already over-
fished populations of other marine spe-
cies.

© Source of fry

Most of the fry are collected from the
wild. However, wild stocks are over-
fished and the Hong Kong grouper are
listed as “Endangered” on the IUCN
Red List.

© Impacts on the environment

Floating net cages are installed in ways
that have only minimal impact on the
seabed. Effluent, excessive fish feed
and faeces are directly discharged into
the open sea, which can cause water

® Epinephelus akaara

pollution and harm wild populations
potentially spreading diseases to them.

© Mariculture management

The industry is beneficial to local com-
munities. Fish farms can only be set up
in certain designated places in China.
The regulations, however, do not effec-
tively control the impact of the spread
of diseases and the effects of discharge
on the environment.

Summary

Hong Kong grouper are cultured in
floating net cages in China. Using
wild-caught fish of other species as
feed has an impact on other wild fish
populations. Fry are usually collect-
ed from over-fished stocks. The farm-
ing methods have a negative impact
on the environment, including water
pollution and the spread of diseases
to the wild. Current management
measures are considered ineffective
to address these issues.
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