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o Charybdis feriatus
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o Charybdis feriatus

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters

Mainly sold as: Live crab

Fishing method: Bottom trawling

© Biology

Red crab grow quickly and become
sexually mature within 12 months,
therefore they are not very susceptible
to fishing pressure.

o Status of wild populations

Red crab are overfished in Hong Kong
waters. Catches in the South China Sea
have also declined.

© Bycatch

Red crab are caught by bottom trawl-
ers which will generate a lot of bycatch
- in the South China Sea, about 70% of
the total catch. This bycatch includes
the young of high-value species, and it
gets sold cheaply to fish farms to use
as feed. The organisms that are caught
and discarded have a low survival rate
as they are usually crushed to death in
the nets.

© Impacts on the environment

Bottom trawling has a big impact on
the seabed because of the intense con-
tact between the fishing gear and the
seafloor.

© Fisheries management

Management of red crab fisheries in
Hong Kong and the South China Sea
are ineffective. There are no size restric-
tions, fishing licensing or quota system
in Hong Kong. Mainland China has
some management measures in place,
but enforcement is poor.

Summary

Red crab are overfished despite not
being particularly susceptible to
fishing pressure. Bottom trawling
for red crab generates a great deal of
bycatch and has a huge impact on
the seabed. The management mea-
sures for catching red crab in Hong
Kong and the South China Sea are
unsound.
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