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o Atypopenaeus stenodactylus, Metapenaeopsis barbata, M. palmensis,
Parapenaeopsis tenella, Trachypenaeus curvirostris
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o Atypopenaeus stenodactylus, Metapenaeopsis barbata, M. palmensis,
Parapenaeopsis tenella, Trachypenaeus curvirostris

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters
Mainly sold as: Live and fresh whole shrimp

Fishing method: Bottom trawling

© Biology

As shrimp are fast-growing and can
start to reproduce within 12 months,
they are naturally resistant to fishing
pressure. They also seem able to thrive
in areas where the seabed is heavily
disturbed by trawling.

© Status of wild populations

Shrimp are among the most commer-
cially important species in Hong Kong,
but they are fully fished here.

© Bycatch

Shrimp are caught by bottom trawlers
in the South China Sea that can gen-
erate massive amounts of undesirable
bycatch - up to 70% of the total catch.
The bycatch includes commercially
important juvenile fish, which are sold
cheaply as feed to fish farms in Hong
Kong and China.

© [mpacts on the environment

The intense contact between the heavy
weights of the trawlers and the seabed
has a big impact on the seafloor.

© Fisheries management

Fishery management systems for
shrimp in Hong Kong and the South
China Sea are ineffective. Fishery regu-
lations are not in place: in Hong Kong,
there are no size restrictions, fishing
licensing or quota system. Although
some management measures are in
place in mainland China, enforcement
is poor.

Summary

Shrimp are fully fished despite not
being vulnerable to fishing pressure.
Not only does bottom trawling gen-
erate a lot of undesirable bycatch, it
also further exacerbates the deple-
tion of marine resources and has
a major impact on the seabed. The
management measures in place for
shrimp in Hong Kong and the South
China Sea are not effective.
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