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e Tachypleus tridentatus, Carcinoscorpius rotundicauda
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e Tachypleus tridentatus, Carcinoscorpius rotundicauda

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters
Mainly sold as: Live horseshoe crab

Fishing method: Bottom trawling

© Biology

Horseshoe crab take about 10 years to
become adults and gather together on
sandy beaches to reproduce. Juvenile
horseshoe crabs need to live in sandy
or muddy shores before they move into
deeper waters as they get older. All of
this makes horseshoe crab very vulner-
able to fishing pressure.

© Status of wild populations

Horseshoe crab are overfished: Hong
Kong's population has decreased by
90% in some areas, but there is no
accurate assessment of stocks in the
South China Sea.

© Bycatch

Bottom trawling produces a high rate of
undesirable catch, reaching up to 70%
of the total catch in the South China
Sea. Discarded organisms caught by
bottom trawling usually have low sur-
vival rates.

o Impacts on the environment

Bottom trawling has a high impact on
the seabed because of the intense con-
tact between fishing equipment and
the seafloor.

© Fisheries management

There are limited relevant fishery regu-
lations in Hong Kong and the South
China Sea in relation to horseshoe
crab. Critical management measures
including catch quotas, size restric-
tions and marine protection areas are
either absent or poorly enforced, mean-
ing that the fishery management in
both Hong Kong and the South China
Sea is unsound.

Summary

Horseshoe crab are very vulnerable
to fishing pressure and they are
overfished in Hong Kong. Bottom
trawling generates a large quantity
of undesirable bycatch and also has
a big impact on the seabed. Horse-
shoe crab fisheries management
measures in Hong Kong and the
South China Sea are not effective.
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