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e Dissostichus eleginoides, D. mawsoni
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e Dissostichus eleginoides, D. mawsoni

Origin: Global (southern part of Atlantic, Indian and Pacific Oceans)
Mainly sold as: Fresh and frozen fillet
Fishing method: Bottom long-lining

© Biology

Chilean sea bass grow slowly, taking
about six to nine years to reach adult-
hood. They have a life span of up to 50
years. These characteristics make them
very vulnerable to fishing pressure.

o Status of wild populations

Although some Chilean sea bass are
caught legally in many countries, up to
four times as many are illegally taken,
both in national and international wa-
ters. Stocks of Chilean sea bass are
overfished except those from South
Georgia in the southern Atlantic.

© Bycatch

Bottom long-lining kills many sea birds,
some of them endangered, such as the
wandering and grey-headed albatross-
es. Sea birds follow fishing boats and
drown after chasing the bait and get-
ting hooked. The problem is particu-
larly serious in areas where the fish are
caught illegally.

o Impacts on the environment

Bottom long-lining has some impact
on the seabed; because it damages
benthic fauna like hard and soft corals.

© Fisheries Management

Chilean sea bass fisheries, except in
South Georgia, are not well managed.
Although management measures
including stock assessments, licens-
ing, bycatch reduction and fishing
quotas are in place in most countries
where the species occurs, and regional
fisheries management measures are
also in place, illegal fishing is still dam-
aging Chilean sea bass stocks (but see
p. 83).

Summary

Chilean sea bass are biologically
vulnerable to fishing pressure and
their stocks, except those in South
Georgia, are overfished. Although
bottom long-lining has little impact
on the seabed, it kills endangered
sea birds. Except in South Georgia,
the management measures in place
for Chilean sea bass fisheries are not
effective in stopping illegal fishing.
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