184

® @ O

Pz

g Bk

—ARETTIU: FtRIAE AN
G % RS

o HREHHE

RALEREE  FANDEHEE
EsEBuEMNAERE  SRAE
45K » EARBHO MRS X BRE

NEE -

o HERBENRR
RIBBHENEF B » BB EEREE
g8 BERBAHENRALIDER
I AREERRCERERY

o BIMEHE
BREREBHRERGE  BANE
SFREYERRS —HHERE -

o HIREMTE
BRERFASBUMIER - HBKY
g

i

L

e Xiphias gladius
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Avoid

Origin: Global

e Xiphias gladius

Mainly sold as: Fresh and frozen fillet

Fishing method: Pelagic long-lining

© Biology

Swordfish grow slowly, taking about
five years to become sexually mature.
They are highly migratory and can
reach more than 4.5 metres in length.
All of these characteristics make them
vulnerable to fishing pressure.

o Status of wild populations

As swordfish can migrate across the
oceans, it is difficult to estimate the
size of their populations. However, the
fact that the swordfish available for sale
are mainly juveniles suggests that they
are already overfished.

© Bycatch

Pelagic long-lining does not just catch
swordfish: it also kills endangered
species such as sharks and marine
turtles.

© Impacts on the environment
As there is almost no contact between
the fishing gear and the seabed, the im-
pact is minimal.

© Fisheries Management

Swordfish fisheries are not well man-
aged. Swordfish travel long distances
in the ocean, making fisheries man-
agement difficult. Although regional
fishery management organisations
record quantities of swordfish, fisher-
ies management measures, including
restrictions on the number that can be
caught, are limited. Except in the USA,
implementation is not effective.

Summary

Swordfish stocks are considered
overfished and they are biological-
ly vulnerable to fishing pressure.
The pelagic long-lining used to
catch swordfish results in bycatch
that includes endangered species.
The gear does little damage to the
seabed ecosystem, but fisheries
management measures for sword-
fish, except in the USA, are not ef-
fective.
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