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e Penaeus orientalis, P. vannamei, P. monodon
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Origin: China

e Penaeus orientalis, P. vannamei, P. monodon

Mainly sold as: Live, fresh and frozen whole shrimp

Culture method: Open land ponds

© Condition of the farmed
Shrimp

Shrimp are densely stocked in ponds
and this can easily result in the spread
of diseases and parasites.

© Feed

The feed for shrimp may include com-
mercially important immature wild-
caught fish species. This puts addition-
al pressure on the already overfished
populations of wild species in China
and other parts of the world.

© Source of fry

Most fry come from the wild. When they
are collected, all other animals caught
are thrown away, damaging other
marine species. Artificially-hatched
shrimps are available, but not in suffi-
cient quantities to meet demand.

o Impacts on the environment

When shrimp yields decrease, shrimp
ponds are often abandoned; these
ponds are difficult to change to other
agricultural uses because shrimp farm-
ing seriously deteriorates the quality of
the soil. Effluent containing excessive
feed, faeces - and potentially diseases
- is directly discharged into the open
sea without treatment, polluting the

marine environment. In addition, some
shrimp are introduced species from
America, threatening the survival of na-
tive shrimp species.

© Mariculture management
Shrimp farms can only be set up in cer-
tain designated places in China. The
industry is beneficial to local people.
However, the management measures
in place to address the environmental
impact of shrimp farms are not effec-
tive, and enforcement is weak.

Summary

Shrimp are cultured in open land
ponds in China. Shrimp fry are still
collected from the wild, affecting
wild stocks of shrimp and other
species. Shrimp farms have several
negative effects on the environment,
including the use of overfished
species as feed, pollution and the
spread of diseases. Although there
are regulations to control farming
activities, they are not effective.
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