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® Sepia pharaonis

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters
Mainly sold as: Fresh whole cuttlefish
Fishing method: Trammel gill-netting

© Biology

Cuttlefish grow fast and can repro-
duce at four months old or less, but
their life span is only about 8 to 12
months. Although cuttlefish grow
quickly, they only reproduce once in
their lifetime and will gather together
in big groups during the mating sea-
son, making them sensitive to fishing
activities.

o Status of wild populations

No accurate stock assessment is avail-
able but local surveys indicate that
cuttlefish are overfished in Hong Kong
waters and the South China Sea.

© Bycatch

Cuttlefish are mainly caught by tram-
mel nets that create a relatively large
amount of undesirable bycatch - up to
55% of the total - because the nets are
so fine that they catch the juveniles of
other species.

© Impacts on the environment

The use of trammel nets has a low im-
pact on the seabed because the con-

tact between the nets and the seafloor
is minimal.

© Fisheries management

Management systems for cuttlefish in
both Hong Kong and the South China
Sea are ineffective. There are only very
limited regulations and no specific
fishery management system in Hong
Kong. The enforcement of fishery man-
agement measures in the South China
Sea is poor.

Summary

Cuttlefish have some characteristics
that make them susceptible to fish-
ing pressure and stocks are over-
fished. Fishing with trammel nets
generates a high quantity of unde-
sirable bycatch although the direct
impact to seabed habitats is limited.
The cuttlefish fishery management
systems in both Hong Kong and the
South China Sea are unsound.
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