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Origin: South Africa

o Haliotis midae

Mainly sold as: Live, fresh, frozen, canned and dried

Fishing method: Handpicking

© Biology

This species of abalone only occurs in
South Africa and takes about seven
years to become sexually mature, mak-
ing it sensitive to fishing pressure.

© Status of wild populations

lllegal catching of South African aba-
lone has resulted in overfishing of the
species. Some legal catching areas
have been forced to close and quotas
for collecting them legally have been
reduced by more than 60%. South Afri-
can abalone is listed in Appendix Il of
CITES, meaning that although they are
not in immediate danger of extinction,
strict trade regulation is needed. Per-
mits are required to import them into
Hong Kong.

© Bycatch

As South African abalone are hand-
picked picked by fishermen, no other
species are collected.

o Impacts on the environment

Handpicking has little impact on sea-
bed because contact with the seafloor
is minimal.

© Fisheries Management

Although management measures such
as stock assessments, licensing and
fishing quotas are in place in South
Africa, illegal collection of abalone is
widespread and difficult to control. The
fact that massive illegal collection of
the species continues suggests that
the management measures in place
are not effective to ensure the long-
term survival of the species.

Summary

South African abalone are biologi-
cally susceptible to fishing pres-
sure and illegal fishing has caused
stocks to become overfished.
Although handpicking of South Af-
rican abalone only leads to a small
amount of bycatch and has little
impact on the seabed, the fishery
management measures in place
are not effective, particularly in
stopping illegal fishing.

auojeqy

WBno) pim

191



