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e Scomberomorus guttatus, S. commerson
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Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters

Mainly sold as: Fresh whole fish
Fishing method: Bottom trawling

© Biology

King mackerel are schooling fish and
will migrate to different regions of the
open sea during different seasons. As
king mackerel grow quickly, they are
not particularly vulnerable to fishing
pressure.

© Status of wild populations

King mackerel catches increased be-
tween the 1950s and the late 1970s,
then dropped during the 1990s. This
suggests that king mackerel are al-
ready overfished, particularly in Hong
Kong waters.

© Bycatch

Although king mackerel are usually
caught in deeper seas by purse seiners,
in Hong Kong and the South China Sea
they are also caught by bottom trawl-
ers. Bycatch is high, about 70% of the
total catch, and unwanted organisms
usually die even if they are thrown back
into the sea.

© [mpacts on the environment

Bottom trawling has a big impact on
the seabed because of the intense con-

tact between the fishing gear and the
seafloor.

© Fisheries management

Fishery management systems for king
mackerel in Hong Kong and the South
China Sea are ineffective. Fishery regu-
lations are absent: in Hong Kong, there
are no size restrictions, fishing licens-
ing or quota system. Although there is
some fishery management in mainland
China, enforcement is poor.

Summary

King mackerel stocks are over-
fished, although there are no bio-
logical characteristics making the
species particularly vulnerable to
fishing pressure. The method used
to catch king mackerel generates
a large quantity of undesirable by-
catch and has a huge impact on the
seabed. Management measures for
king mackerel fishing in both Hong
Kong and the South China Sea are
not effective.
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