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e Thunnus thynnus (northern bluefin tuna), T. orientalis
(Pacific bluefin tuna), T. maccoyii (southern bluefin tuna)
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e Thunnus thynnus (northern bluefin tuna), T. orientalis
(Pacific bluefin tuna), T. maccoyii (southern bluefin tuna)

Origin: Southem bluefin tuna: global Southern Ocean, Pacific bluefin tuna: Indo-Pacific Ocean,
northern bluefin tuna: Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea

Mainly sold as: Fresh, frozen fillet

Fishing method: Purse seining, pelagic long-lining

© Biology

Northern and southern bluefin tuna grow
slowly, taking eight to 14 years to become
sexually mature, while Pacific bluefin
tuna take three to five years. They repro-
duce and feed in big groups. This makes
bluefin tuna particularly vulnerable to
fishing pressure.

o Status of wild populations

The populations of bluefin tuna in west-
ern Atlantic and Southern Ocean are
considered overfished and they are cat-
egorised as “Critically Endangered” on
the IUCN Red List. Although the popula-
tion of Pacific bluefin tuna is considered
fully fished, a large number of immature
individuals are caught in Japan.

© Bycatch

Endangered species including albatross-
es, dolphins, marine turtles and sharks
are frequently reported as bluefin tuna
bycatch.

o Impacts on the environment

Both pelagic long-lining and purse seine
fishing have little impact on the seabed
because contact between the seabed and
fishing gear is minimal.

© Fisheries Management
Management measures including stock

assessment, licensing and fishing quotas
are in place for both northern and south-
ern bluefin tuna, and there are also inter-
national treaties to manage the fisheries.
But actual catch is still much higher than
scientists recommend. There is no quota
system and no way of controlling Pacific
bluefin tuna fishing in international wa-
ters. So for all types of bluefin tuna, cur-
rent fisheries management measures are
not effective in maintaining the sustain-
ability of the species.

Summary

The biological characteristics of
northern, Pacific and southern blue-
fin tuna make these species very sen-
sitive to fishing pressure. The stocks
of both northern and southern blue-
fin tuna are considered overfished
and stocks of Pacific bluefin tuna
are fully fished. Bluefin tuna fisheries
generate a high amount of bycatch,
including species that are threatened
with extinction. Although the fishing
methods used to catch bluefin tuna
have limited impact on the seabed
ecosystem, the management of all
these fisheries is unsound.
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