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o Oratosquilla oratoria, O. interrupta, O. anomala,
Miyakea nepa, Harpiosquilla harpax
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e Oratosquilla oratoria, O. interrupta, O. anomala,
Miyakea nepa, Harpiosquilla harpax

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters
Mainly sold as: Live and fresh mantis shrimp

Fishing method: Bottom trawling

© Biology

As mantis shrimp grow fast and can
start to reproduce within 12 months,
they are not naturally sensitive to fish-
ing pressure.

© Status of wild populations

Mantis shrimp are one of the most com-
mercially important species in Hong
Kong. However, they are fully fished in
Hong Kong waters.

© Bycatch

Mantis shrimp are caught by bottom
trawlers in the South China Sea, gen-
erating undesirable bycatch that rep-
resents up to 70% of the total catch.
The bycatch includes commercially
important juvenile fish, which are sold
cheaply as feed for fish farms in Hong
Kong and China.

© Impacts on the environment

The intense contact between heavy
weights on the gear and the seabed
has a big impact on the seafloor.

© Fisheries management

Hong Kong and South China Sea have
inadequate fishery regulations for man-
tis shrimp. In Hong Kong, there are just
a few restrictions and a few small pro-
tected areas. Although mainland China
has regulations, enforcement is weak.
Mantis shrimp fisheries are therefore
not well managed.

Summary

Mantis shrimp stocks are fully fished
although they are not biologically
vulnerable to fishing pressure. The
method of fishing used generates a
considerable amount lot of bycatch
and also leads to resources being
wasted. Bottom trawling also dam-
ages the seabed. The management
measures for mantis shrimp fish-
eries in Hong Kong and the South
China Sea are not effective.
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