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e Cheilinus undulatus
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e Cheilinus undulatus

Origin: Southeast Asia (Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines)

Mainly sold as: Live fish

Fishing method: Hook and lining

© Biology

Humphead wrasse grow slowly, taking
five to seven years to reach adulthood
when some animals change sex from
female to male. Mature humphead
wrasse travel far from their usual feed-
ing areas to predictable places to gath-
er and mate. This makes them an easy
target for fishermen.

o Status of wild populations

Humphead wrasse are overfished. The
natural density of the species is low
(about 10 fish per 10,000 square metres
of reef), but in heavily fished areas the
density is as low as a single fish per
10,000 square metres. Since hump-
head wrasse is listed on CITES Appen-
dix I, trading of this species into Hong
Kong requires permits. They are also
categorised as “Endangered” on IUCN
Red List.

© Bycatch

Although hook and lining is usually
selective and does not result in high
quantities of bycatch, other fish spe-
cies caught are kept but not released.

© [mpacts on the environment
As the contact between the seabed and

hooks is minimal, this fishing method
has little impact on the seafloor.

o Fisheries management
Southeast Asia has few relevant fishery
management measures in place for
humphead wrasse. The limited mea-
sures that are in place in some coun-
tries include prohibiting the use of cya-
nide and establishing protected areas.
The enforcement of these measures is
ineffective and the fisheries are poorly
managed.

Summary

The biological characteristics of
humphead wrasse make them vul-
nerable to fishing pressure and their
stocks are overfished. The fisheries
have only a limited impact on the sea-
bed and fishermen keep everything
they catch. Limited fishery manage-
ment measures are in place but they
are failling to ensure the long-term
sustainability of the species.
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