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® Huso huso, Acipenser gueldenstaedlii, A. persicus,
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Origin: Caspian Sea
Mainly sold as: Caviar
Fishing method: Purse seining

© Biology

Sturgeon take a long time to become
sexually mature, and migrate from
the sea to rivers to reproduce. Fisher-
men catch sturgeon for their eggs to
produce caviar. These characteristics
make sturgeon extremely sensitive to
fishing pressure.

© Status of wild populations

Sturgeon species listed here are cat-
egorised as "Endangered” on the IUCN
Red List, which monitors the conserva-
tion status of species. The overfishing
of species has caused all sturgeon to
be listed under Appendix Il of CITES,
meaning that they are threatened with
extinction unless their trade is tightly
regulated. The result is that all interna-
tional caviar trading requires a permit.
Some sturgeon may already be close to
extinction.

© Bycatch

Immature sturgeon have been taken
as bycatch, further exacerbating
overfishing.

© Impacts on the environment

Purse seining has little impact on the
seabed because there is no contact be-

® Huso huso, Acipenser gueldenstaedtii, A. persicus,
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tween fishing gear and the seafloor.

© Fisheries management
Despite the CITES listing, the current
protection offered to sturgeon is not
enough to ensure their survival in the
wild. There are huge discrepancies
between independent reviews and
monitoring data provided by sturgeon-
producing countries, suggest that the
number of wild sturgeon has been over-
estimated. The management measures
in place are not effective to ensure the
sustainability of sturgeon.

Summary

Sturgeon stocks are considered se-
riously overfished and all sturgeon
species listed here are threatened
with extinction. They are very vulner-
able to fishing pressure. Juvenile
sturgeon that cannot produce caviar
are taken as bycatch. The manage-
ment measures in place to protect
sturgeon stocks are not effective.
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