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Origin: Global oceans and seas

o Nearly 550 species of sharks and related species

Mainly sold as: Fin, meat and shark “bone”(cartilage)
Fishing method: Long lining, gill netting, purse seining, mid-water and

bottom trawling

© Biology

Sharks grow slowly: some species take
more than six years to become sexually
mature, and many only give birth to a
small number of young. This makes
them particularly susceptible to fishing
pressure.

© Status of wild populations

Many shark populations are overfished.
More than 122 species of shark are
listed as threatened with extinction by
IUCN’s Red List, and 10 are listed in
the Appendices of CITES meaning their
populations are threatened.

© Bycatch

Sharks are often accidentally caught by
fishermen who are aiming to catch oth-
er species, particularly tuna. It is com-
mon for the fins to be removed and the
carcass discarded resulting in a waste
of marine resources.

o Impacts on the environment

Sharks are at the top of the food chain. If
too many are caught the whole ecosys-
tem could be thrown out of balance.

© Fisheries Management

Fishery management systems for
sharks are not effective. Most countries
have no limits onthe amount and type of
sharks caught, and finning is only sub-
ject to limited control. The International
Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Management of Sharks, which aims to
protect these creatures, has only been
implemented by a few countries.

Summary

Many shark populations are over-
fished. Their biological character-
istics make them very sensitive to
fishing activities. Sharks are often
taken as bycatch, and discarding of
the carcass is a wasteful practice.
Overfishing of sharks disturbs the
balance of the marine ecosystem.
Almost all fisheries management
measures for shark are ineffective.
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