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for their support to conservation.
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In early June 2008 WWF presented a petition containing over 58,000 signatures to the Chief
Executive of the HKSAR. The petition called for a policy of sustainable fishery management
to be implemented. The purpose is two-fold; first to protect the marine environment and
second to ensure the future livelihood of the fishing community. We are pleased to advise
you that the Government has legislated for a trawling ban in Hong Kong waters, with Legco
approving the compensation package on 10 June 2011. This is an important first step to
preserve the marine environment. The enactment of the legislation is a major conservation
achievement for WWF and its supporters.

But the work is not finished. There are important next steps that must be undertaken

to ensure the legislation represents a long term solution for the benefit of both human
development and the environment. Firstly, the affected fishers need retraining to maintain
their livelihood. Secondly, the marine park system should be expanded and fishing in them
totally banned to allow the parts to become nurseries to speed the replenishment process of
fish stocks.

The role of Government is very important in this work, not only in Hong Kong but also
globally. There is an increasing awareness amongst scientists, some government leaders and
to a lesser extent the fishing industry itself that once abundant fish stocks are now under
severe stress caused by over fishing. Our article on the Coral Triangle Initiative reveals the
magnitude of the work that needs to be done to ensure that future generations are able to
enjoy both the abundance as well as the beauty of our oceans.

We as consumers also have a crucial role to play in this issue. We need be aware that we
should try our best to consume fish and seafood that is sustainably managed. Why? Because
if we do not act now, future generations will inherit a damaged marine ecosystem. Then
mankind moves one step closer to becoming endangered.
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The Legislative Council banned trawling in local waters
on 18 May. WWF has been campaigning for a ban

since 2005. This was a huge achievement for wildlife
conservationists—it’s the first step to developing
sustainable fisheries, and to allow the fish populations
and habitats to regenerate. For more information about
SOS, please see the supplement accompanying this issue.
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World Oceans Day took place on 8 June. Oceans
provide us with oxygen and food, and a home for

a plethora of organisms. People from a number of
countries celebrated marine conservation with different
events. WWF created a special e-card for download, and
continues to roll out new e-cards with different themes.
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The Sustainable Seafood School Catering Programme,
sponsored by the Sustainable Development Fund, held

a closing ceremony at the end of May. The two-year
programme aimed to increase students’ awareness

of marine conservation and to cultivate an interest in,
and taste for, consuming only sustainable seafood. To
achieve this goal, various training workshops (including
a snorkelling workshop in Hoi Ha Wan) were conducted
over the past two years so teachers and students from the
ten partnering schools and their lunch caterers could learn
more about this issue.
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At least 58 pairs of breeding
Black-winged stilt have been found

in Mai Po Nature Reserve this year. It is
a new high count for Hong Kong, and is nearly double the
previous record of 31 pairs in 2007. The Black-winged
stilt first started to breed in Hong Kong in 2003 when six
pairs successfully raised young at the Reserve, which has
since become a regular breeding site for the species.
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The annual fundraising event returns on 30 October and
6 November with the theme “humans and wetlands”.
Participants can support conservation and learn more
about WWF, while enjoying the opportunity to visit a
restricted area in the Mai Po Nature Reserve. Please stay
tuned for enrolment details.
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WWEF is getting ready to launch a virtual tour of Hoi

Ha Wan Marine Park. The site will contain photos and
information about the park, and provide an in-depth
look into the Marine Life Centre. Learn more about coral,
plankton, and a multitude of shore habitats!
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WWEF Kids is a fun, new eco-friendly website run by WWEF-
Hong Kong, specifically for children to learn about the

latest nature and conservation issues (see P.24 for more
information). If you want to test your nature knowledge,

why not join the WWF Question of the Month challenge? A
question will be posted on WWF Kids at the beginning of each
month, and the answer will be unveiled the following month.
From now on until June 2012, the first 50 participants who
give the right answers to six consecutive questions will receive
a selected gift from WWF-Hong Kong. Check out WWF Kids
now (wwf.org.hk/kids)!
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The Coral Triangle is home to the
+world’s centre of marine biodiversity.
. Hong Kong benefits tremendously
: from the natural wéalth of this
| : “nursery-of the seas”, from the
b Nkl . consumptlon of coral reef fish to
4 ow. %8 scuba diving. The future of the Coral
oy g, | Trlangle{however is at risk.
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any Hong Kong people love
indulging in a scuba diving
vacation in the Philippines or

eating a succulent steamed leopard
coral trout in a Chinese restaurant.

These riches stem from the Coral
Triangle, our tropical neighbour.
It is a six-million square kilometre ecosystem that
sprawls across parts of Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste and the
Solomon Islands. It sustains the livelihoods of over
120 million people in the region. The area contains
76 percent of the world’s hard coral species and is
the major source of our favourite seafood items. Its
natural integrity is under threat in many areas due
to coral reef over-exploitation, coral bleaching and
depletion of fish stocks.

FISHY BIG BUSINESS AND
ITS ECOLOGICAL PRICE

The Coral Triangle has the most diverse coral reefs
in the world, and is home to over 2,228 reef fish

species, which represents 37 percent of the Earth’s
total number. In addition, this is the habitat to six
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Coral Triangle
(source: Coral
Geographic [Veron et
al., unpublished data])

A% Pacific Ocean

RN Australia

of the world’s seven marine turtle species, as well
as a wide range of sharks, dolphins, porpoises
and whales (some of which are endangered).

The world’s largest animal, the Blue whale, also
frequents the area.

Encompassing portions of two biogeographic
regions—the Indonesian-Philippines Region,

and the Far Southwestern Pacific Region—the
Coral Triangle is ecologically and economically
valuable on a local as well as a global level. The
Coral Triangle provides a considerable amount
of seafood to the region at large, with the live
reef food fish trade valued at US$810 million per
year. Half of Hong Kong’s imported live reef food
fish are from the region.

The combination of the world’s population
growth resulting in the rising demand for
marine products, and, destructive fishing
methods are the root causes for our concern.
There is an over-exploitation of coral reefs. To
keep pace with this increasing demand, tuna,
shark fin and live reef fish are taken out of the
water at unsustainable rates.

“With the lack of effective fishery management
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But how long will

the beauty last in
these destinations if
repeated irresponsible
fishing and continuous
fish stock depletion
are not stopped?
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in many places within the Coral Triangle, the ever
increasing demand for live reef food fish from Hong
Kong puts massive pressure on wild fish stocks of
many fisheries in the Coral Triangle, as well as sharks
and tunas,” says Dr Allen To, Marine Conservation
Officer, WWF-Hong Kong.

In addition to its edible marine resources, the region
has a tourist industry worth billions of dollars.

Every year, tourists from all over the world fly to

the Coral Triangle to enjoy its natural beauty and
fascinating marine wildlife and seascapes. Tubbataha
in the Philippines, and Komodo and Raja Ampat in
Indonesia are just some of the most popular vacation
destinations. But how long will the beauty last in
these destinations if repeated irresponsible fishing
and continuous fish stock depletion are not stopped?

HONG KONG’S CRAVING
FOR CORAL REEF FISH

Hong Kong, which was once a fishing village, has
developed a tradition for the consumption of live
seafood. As the population of the city kept growing,
the increased demand for seafood contributed to the
collapse of fisheries in local waters. The city currently
depends heavily on imported seafood. WWF’s Hong
Kong Ecological Footprint Report 2010 shows that
nearly 90 percent of seafood is imported from more
than 150 countries and territories. The Coral Triangle
is one of the major sourcing regions.

“If you look at a normal banquet menu today, it is
not difficult to find around eight types of species of
seafood,” Dr To says when asked about the possible
reasons behind Hong Kong’s surging demand for
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seafood. “Maybe it’s because people think seafood
is more ‘healthy’ than other products.

“Factors that are contributing to high levels of
seafood consumption may include increasing
wealth in Hong Kong in general, which means
consumers are able to pay more for seafood types
sourced from far away,” Dr To continues. “It may
also be facilitated by the increasing convenience of
the global and regional transportation network in
Hong Kong. Today, the capture of a grouper in the
Coral Triangle to it being served in a Hong Kong
restaurant may take less than three days.”

Coral reef fish are primarily sourced from the Coral
Triangle countries, which means our consumption
causes a direct adverse impact upon the region’s
ecological balance. Across the Indo-Pacific, 79
percent of spawning aggregations (reproductive
gatherings) of reef fish have stopped forming or are
in decline.

Some fishermen in the Coral Triangle have adopted
unsustainable fishing techniques such as blasting
coral and fishing with poison to ensure quick
harvests and a bigger profit. With the number of
large-size coral fish plummeting, immature fish

are caught at sea and reared in open sea cages,
where they are kept until they have reached a
profitable sale size. As much as 50 percent of

reef fish are being captured for trade before

they have had a chance to spawn, reducing the
number of reproductive fish in the wild. High-
finned grouper, squaretail coral trout and the
humphead wrasse—which are among Hong
Kong’s favourite seafood species—are considered
by the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) to be globally threatened.

Although there is no official assessment of

the reasons for Hong Kong’s considerable
seafood consumption, the figures of our annual
consumption indicate our enormous craving
for seafood.

“Hong Kong is one of the places in Asia where
people prefer live fish over dead fish,” says Dr To.
“Not surprisingly, a recent survey suggests that

in Hong Kong and Southern China, consumers’

top purchasing criteria when selecting seafood is
freshness. Many consumers like groupers, snappers
and wrasses, possibly because of the perceived
flavour and taste.”

Hong Kong’s per capita consumption of seafood
is the second highest in Asia, after the Maldives.
According to the United Nations Food and
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Agriculture Organisation (UNFAO, 2007), people in
Hong Kong consume 64.4 kilograms of seafood per
capita every year, surpassing Japan’s consumption.

If the populations of exploited fish species drop to

an irreversibly low level in the Coral Triangle, this
will have a devastating effect on the region’s marine
ecology. Hong Kong, with its insatiable demand for
marine products from the region, should take the
lead in marine conservation and promote sustainable
seafood consumption.

IT’S TIME TO GIVE BACK

Adopting a sustainable seafood diet doesn’t mean
we have to stop eating seafood. There are many
species available on the market that are caught or
farmed using environmentally-friendly practices. To
become a wise consumer, it’s necessary to do a bit of
homework and consult references, such as WWF’s
Seafood Guide. As well, responsible consumers
should choose seafood products bearing the MSC
label—a certification by the Marine Stewardship
Council that recognises sustainable fishing practices.
(See page 29 for more details.)

When choosing seafood, be cautious about the

origin and breed. When dining out, pick a restaurant
that is taking part in WWF’s Ocean-Friendly Menu
Programme. There is an increasing number of
restaurants and hotels in the territory that serve
sustainable seafood. This reflects a demand for green
seafood dishes, and takes advantage of the increasing
supply of alternatives to coral fish on the market.
Consumers can thus influence fisheries to adopt a
more sustainable practice.

As one of the world’s biggest seafood importers

and a lover of reef fish species, Hong Kong has the
capacity to make a positive influence on the fate of
the Coral Triangle. The initiatives mentioned can
serve as a local platform for different stakeholders to
become responsible seafood consumers and traders.
By working together we can ensure that the Coral
Triangle continues to be a “nursery of the seas”.

Learn more about the Coral Triangle at
wwf.org.hk/ctni
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PILOTING
SUSTAINABLE
TUNA FISHING
IN THE CORAL
<~ TRIANGLE

Tuna is one of the world’s favourite fish species.
It’s also extremely popular in Hong Kong. In
recent years, the decline in the species’ population
size has attracted much attention. More
consumers are demanding responsibly-caught
seafood around the world, and there are strict
European Union policies on sourcing tuna. Small-
scale fishers in impoverished tuna producing
countries are struggling to keep up with global
standards, and, as a result, often lose out on
profitable market opportunities.

There are some traditional fishing methods that
can be used in the Coral Triangle that are friendly
to marine ecology. These methods may be less
productive than those adopted by large-scale
fisheries, but they are sustainable. Handline
fishing, for instance, is done on small traditional
boats and involves only the use of single hooks to
catch each fish individually. This highly selective
method is considered more environmentally
friendly than other methods because it usually
targets large and mature tuna that have already
reproduced.

WWF, Blueyou Consultancy, European seafood
companies and the Government of Germany are
collaborating in a private-public partnership to
assist tuna handline fishers in the Philippines
to compete in European markets. Focusing on
handline-caught yellowfin tuna, the project will
be implemented at pilot sites in the Philippines
for four years. The goal is to guide fishers to
meet the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)’s
sustainability criteria. The MSC is the world’s
leading certification and ecolabelling programme
for sustainable seafood.

To find out more visit: wwf.org.hk/news W




422 ED FOOTPRINT

Z‘%F =

R 5 S 2 A Y R o

There’s no need to use additional nuclear power
resources. Hong Kong’s energy needs can be best met
with Demand Side Management.
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Nuclear appears to

be cheaper only when
environmental, safety
and waste handling costs
are ignored.
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The Great East Japan Earthquake is still haunting us. The resulting
nuclear crisis continues to pose a potentially disastrous threat.

It’s a wake up call to Hong Kong, where additional nuclear power
is viewed as an option to alleviate the city’s substantial energy
demand. One of the government's three propositions in “Hong
Kong’s Climate Change Strategy and Action Agenda” in 2010

calls for the significant increase in the city’s nuclear supply from
23 percent to 50 percent in 10 years. The proposition reveals the
government’s oversight regarding the potential hazards of using
nuclear energy, and betrays an ignorance of feasible alternatives to
manage the energy demand.

“Choosing to increase more nuclear will force the public to choose
between the potential decrease in environmental safety or an
increase in their electricity tariff,” says Dr William Yu, Head of
Climate Programme, WWF-Hong Kong. “Nuclear appears to be
cheaper only when environmental, safety and waste handling costs
are ignored.”

There are other valid reasons we should say “no” to importing
additional nuclear power from the mainland or building nuclear
plants in Hong Kong. The incident at the Daya Bay Nuclear Plant
in 2010 involving a defective fuel rod highlighted the fact that the
public is still not familiar with contingency plans for responding to
radioactive leakage.

WWEF estimates that if nuclear power increases to 50 percent in

the energy mix beginning 2015, Hong Kong will need to pay HK$15
billion annually to purchase nuclear energy. Examples from other
countries also suggest that investment in nuclear power costs more
money and time than investment in energy efficiency and renewable
energy. Not only does the processing of nuclear raw materials and
the construction of nuclear power stations consume a vast amount
of fossil fuels, a decommissioned nuclear site cannot be used for
other purposes due to contamination by radioactive waste. This goes
against the principles of sustainable development.

According to WWF’s Ecological Footprint Report 2010, Hong

Kong generates carbon dioxide emissions of 13.44 tonnes per
capita annually. From 1990 to 2007, our electricity consumption
increased by 92 percent in residential households and 134 percent
in the commercial sector. The government has set a target to reduce
carbon intensity by 50 to 60 percent of the 2005 levels by 2020. It
is unwise to raise the energy supply. Instead we should revise the
current ways we use energy and look for saving measures.

“How much supply we need entirely depends on how much we
use and most importantly how much we can save,” stresses Agnes
Tsang, Manager, Conservation Strategy, WWF Hong Kong. “Wasting

X% SUMMER 2011 13



IREIROLRE R > T A BUTF R BRIRREE WHHE » EAER
AR o ARGIRORR N SH YRR« [RMFE
LA RBIRBE » R R & » EEREME > R
BB S AES o FH - RBEEBIARF IR E R - |
FH L BRI AR » B RE DL B HE 7 R B
(DSM) EBLHEH -

TREHE (DSM) LA G BB B K K P 1o
T A R W IR B S5 SR DA B i B L 7 R P 0
A A 22 9 A RV B — S S8R T A T P R B
9 o BHIBL > BURFSLE ) A RIZEET Y CHE et i o )
(SOC) » SEAFAHRE o AEMAEMEEAT » BHAF
[HEAL ]| > AWIES - 852 - RIEERERH
T B — B AR BB AR BARES -

TER RN & » RAMBETREWINE - RERHHIEE
Bl FEAWTS DI ENAREEREER P - ABENE
B BRI A BA LR - R R ERE32% BRI AEN
T A R VR AR A A B AR T D RB AR > ] ARV
M BRI EIL10% °

TOREBLEETER 2 DR BT CIUF AL > Hlin & ¥
ST 3 e 55 0 ) 349 Sl ¥ R e 4/ S R A e 0
o HHfCAHADBITEEUR » WA HAB B A sl He A7
FLRARRS 0 75 RSB » W) YD P o R DA B W B
FA BT REE20%E40% o FHIL » TAETF = AW R A
HMTEEMZE » DL R AR A% faH

WWF A£fir 2% About Life 14

nuclear energy is still wasting energy.” It is still possible to attain
the carbon reduction target without introducing additional nuclear
supplies. The answer is Demand Side Management (DSM).

DSM refers to measures that allow the reduction of peak electricity
demand within the electricity grid system and the reduction of

the energy consumption of end users without sacrificing quality

of service and user comfort. Hong Kong can drastically cut back

on its energy consumption, which is high as a result of inadequate
energy policies. The Scheme of Control (SOC), for instance,
discourages energy-saving practices. Under traditional rates, the
more electricity a utility sells, the more money it makes. This
means efficiency programmes will be in conflict with the utility’s
traditional service objective.

As individual consumers, we are capable of being smart energy
users. After comparing the models of the six major home appliances
available in Hong Kong, WWF’s latest findings show that the
difference in energy consumption between the most energy-efficient
electrical appliances and that of the least can be as high as 32
percent. With a stricter energy efficiency labelling scheme that covers
a wider scope of appliances, the city’s overall energy consumption
could be reduced by almost 10 percent.

The implementation of DSM measures has met with success in many
developed areas. Taiwan, Singapore and California have successful
examples of tariff rebate/appliance rebate programmes. A number of
studies in China and other countries have found that cost-effective
DSM programmes can reduce electricity usage and peak demand

by approximately 20 to 40 percent. With this in mind, we should
reconsider whether Hong Kong really needs more nuclear energy and
the possible safety hazards it brings.
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POVERTY-STRICKEN VILLAGES
IN INDIA GET GRID QUALITY POWER

Poverty and environmental plights are bound in a vicious cycle.
While Hong Kong is contemplating additional nuclear power on
top of its exorbitant energy demand, developing countries are
still striving to make environmentally friendly energy sources
more accessible.

In India, there are currently thousands of villages deprived of
safe and clean energy. Owing to their far-flung locations, grid
electricity is neither technically nor economically viable. The lack
of low-cost electricity means villagers have to rely on biomass
collection and expensive resources, such as kerosene. Access to
safe and clean energy is essential for eliminating poverty.

WWPF-India and CAT Projects Australia jointly set in motion

a micro solar power station on 9 March 2011 at Rajat Jubilee

on Satjelia Island in the Sundarbans region of West Bengal.
Following the Bushlight India Model, the power station
underwent a comprehensive process for planning and establishing
off-grid centralised renewable energy-based village energy
systems. Currently the station connects 50 households, six

local businesses and three community buildings, supplying
uninterrupted grid quality power.

Based on a prepaid model akin to that of telecom services, energy
service is delivered to selected villages. Consumers are provided
with the necessary support, information and tools to use their
energy to complement and build their livelihoods according to
their need and preference. The systems also incorporate fail-safe
protection against damaging overuse, while also maintaining the
quality, reliability and equity of supply to all consumers.

The collaborative effort is a first and promising step to the
provision of technically and financially sustainable energy in
remote villages in India. Meanwhile, developed regions must
reflect on their excessive energy consumption, and make
viable changes. B
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Earth Hour 2011 was a success in Hong Kong. Now it’s )
time to go beyond the hour. 2

b
i

Hong Kong was one of 134 countries that took part in Earth Hour, wmn 1- .

the global lights out campaign that promotes sustainable living, at '

8:30pm on 26 March. The city saw all its universities, as well as more i
than 320 schools, and 3,200 buildings and companies participate in 2

the event.

The night of 26 March was clear, making it possible for us to ' 5 5
capture this aerial image of the Hong Kong skyline. The darkened : g
buildings show the city’s determination to strive towards a bright E ! S
future by making an effort to conserve resources. : E

This year, WWF-Hong Kong is encouraging people to go beyond the
hour, and apply conservation practices to daily routines. The Earth
Hour Pool (wwf.org.hk/ehpool) provides an online platform for
people to come together and pool resources and activities. You can
start car pools, TV pools, game pools or dinner pools, and eliminate
waste. Your efforts can be posted on your facebook wall! B
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This past winter, the numbers of Black-faced spoonbills
declined across different roosting points in East Asia.
A group of experts gathered to find out why.
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The Black-faced spoonbill
spends March through
September along the coast
between North and South

Korea and Liaoning Province,
China. Its confirmed wintering
sites include Mainland China,
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Macau, Vietnam,
Cambodia, Thailand and the
Philippines.
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In early April, Black-faced spoonbill experts from around the
world flew to Taiwan for a symposium. There was one issue high
on the agenda: a notable number of this endangered species had
gone missing.

The Black-faced spoonbill inhabits wetlands, and is the star of Hong
Kong’s Mai Po Nature Reserve. In late 2010, everything indicated
that a record-breaking number of the birds would be visiting their
wintering grounds. “In early winter there was a very high count

in Taiwan—their highest ever,” says Bena Smith, Mai Po Reserve
Manager. “People were assuming the winter just gone was going

to be a very good one. The early indications were that it could be a
healthy year for the Spoonbills.”

The data later collected, however, told a different story. The official
international count done in January showed a drop in the number of
birds visiting Taiwan, China (including Hong Kong) and Japan from
the previous winter.

Since 2000, the worldwide population trend for the Black-faced
spoonbill has been very favourable. There were 2,347 birds counted
in 2010. But in January 2011, the count was only 1,848, representing
a 21 percent drop in the population. In Deep Bay, Hong Kong, the
most recent count had declined to 411 birds, from 462 in 2010. The
bird has an average lifespan of 20 to 25 years, so these numbers
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The number of Black-faced
spoonbills recorded in
2011 is 21 percent less than
that in 2010. Where in the
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Former United States Treasury Secretary Mr Henry
Paulson and his wife engage in birdwatching.

represent quite an unusual phenomenon. Where did the missing
birds go?

The experts have not yet drawn any conclusions. One explanation
speculated on is a decline in the availability of food driven by habitat
loss and changes in aquaculture practices across the spoonbills
range. “In Taiwan, the conservationists there were of the opinion
that the spoonbill numbers have dropped because of a change in
local aquaculture practices being employed by the pond fish farmers
in the Tainan area,” says Smith. “It’s all related to the milkfish,
which is the main fish that they breed and sell to the markets...there
is potentially less food for the spoonbills.”

Perhaps there is no need to panic—at least for now. “The consensus
was that because the species had clearly, over the last 15, 20 years,
been increasing almost every year and had been really healthy,” says
Smith. “Nobody had reported any major deaths or large numbers

of birds being found dead in the region...so perhaps the birds had
found some new sites to spend the winter.”

Though scientists have yet to find out where the birds might have
gone, it is encouraging to know that a declaration was signed at the
International Symposium on Black-faced Spoonbill and Coastal
Wetland Conservation 2011. The document gives guidance and
direction to the local governments and organisations around the
sites where the Black-faced spoonbill inhabits. The WWF team and
experts from other sites will continue to monitor the situation, and
everyone is looking forward to the spoonbill’s visit later this year. B
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MAI PO NATURE RESERVE
HALL OF FAME

Mai Po Nature Reserve’s stunning scenery has
charmed people from around the globe since
its inauguration in 1983. Celebrity fans include
actor Simon Yam and primate expert Jane
Goodall. The latest famous visitor is former
United States Treasury Secretary Mr Henry
Paulson who, along with his wife, ventured

out to Mai Po during a trip to Hong Kong.

Mr Paulson advocates for forest and wetland
conservation, while Mrs Paulson is involved
with a number of North American conservation
organisations. Both enjoy birdwatching.

Mr and Mrs Paulson spent three hours at
the Reserve, spotting a flock of Black-faced
spoonbills from an excellent vantage point
in the bird hide. Due to the design of the
bird hide, the couple had their closest-ever
view of shorebirds.
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WWF’s Conservation Officer Tony Hung, an ardent birdwatcher, takes
an innovative approach to promoting bird diversity in Mai Po.

BEEGRAH P AN TAR » 5 PLIRAS— B (R i o 85 The healthy tan on Tony Hung, WWF-Hong Kong’s Conservation
o AESEIAMAMR ARESE > RERELER Officer for Mai Po Projects, is a testimony to his daily outdoor activity

SehEl B A s R EEE DEfS g  and his passion for birdwatching. Hung joined WWF this January;
PR WA H - his main responsibilities include overseeing the habitat management

of Mai Po’s projects, and working with the Local Biodiversity
BT B BB S R > BRI AEB M Bk — | team on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reviews. He is
BioeE TR RIRK o ET : [AREM T/ eesk  also aforerunner of the conservation project “Deep Bay Towards
PRBFAR S - LM 200 - Ak By sy Sustainability”

JERE s MhIEW I WEIERMEHER o | Hung’s work as a proactive environmentalist doesn’t stop there.
Recently, he came up with the idea of retrieving a piece of vacated

JCRURERLRS R AL AR — A0 AR IR o BEBRAEMA  \etland in Mai Po in order to grow rice to promote bird diversity.

AREGH > YRS —H EERBFRERARDK » Z%%  “Working for WWF, one can generate many ideas,” says Hung. “This

G 48 B R B I R B o rice growing trial, for example, was an idea that came to me one
day. When I told my senior about it, to my pleasant surprise, I was

f&%}ﬁ 8 r&%%ﬁ%ﬁi@%wga 2 j‘m?ﬁ*ﬁ%iﬂsgﬁ 2 encouraged to give ita try.”
MAEATRCAHERR o REK P AT 5| — L DR 2 A
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Hung and his team members
are busy ploughing the soil

to facilitate the penetration

of rainwater to dilute the
seawater contents.

The trial is far from simply a spontaneous thought. Prior to his
post at WWF, Hung assisted another conservation organisation
in preservation tasks for Long Yuen wetland, where he acquired
experience in rice cultivation and achieved success in increasing
bird species in the region.

“The main purpose for the trial is to improve the cultural value in
Mai Po and for education purposes,” explains Hung. “The secondary
function is to attract birds which feed on seeds, such as Buntings
and Munias during migratory season in November, and provide
high-tide roosting habitats for small wintering waders, such as
plovers and stints.”

The current condition of the seawater-soaked wetland, however,

is not the most ideal for rice, which requires a freshwater growing
environment. As a result, Hung and his team members must dilute
the seawater contents by various measures, such as ploughing the
soil to facilitate the penetration of rainwater. If all goes well, the first
sowing is expected to take place in July.

As a dedicated birdwatcher, Hung is particularly concerned about
birds and their related ecological issues. Although in recent years
there has been greater awareness for the well-being of birds among
the public, some photographers are acting in a disruptive manner
that threatens local birds.

Hung explains, “Some photographers attempt to attract the birds’
attention using bait [worms] to feed the birds to get good pictures,
which may affect the birds’ usual behaviour. Although there are
laws protecting birds in Hong Kong, these photographers wouldn’t
be prosecuted, as not every kind of harmful behaviour is taken into
account in the legislation.”

As a bird-lover, Hung understands the motives behind these
potentially destructive actions. It is part of his job, as a
conservationist, to inform the public of their responsibilities to

the animals. “I believe some of these photographers’ actions may
mainly be due to their passion for birds,” he says. “They want to get
more beautiful photos, but the way to achieve it may not be the best
option for the birds. From these cases, I found that conservation
cannot only focus on ‘hard’ skills—forcing people not to do
something by law—but also the ‘soft’ skills—through education. This
is also what we do in WWF.” m
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The latest kid-friendly website by WWF draws children closer

to nature, as well as green concepts, through stories, games and

creative interactive activities.
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Jellyfish and Tree frogs are now only a click away. For children living
in the city, the Internet is a convenient portal to the natural world.
Now they can get closer to Mother Nature via the WWF Kids website!

Upon visiting the website, children are immediately greeted by
images of wildlife from every corner of the world. There are a
number of icons that lead to sections such as Stories, Fun, Wildlife
and Question of the Month. There are lots of exciting discoveries
to be made.

Inside the Stories section, there are interesting facts about nature,
based on themes from biodiversity to climate change. Concepts
involved in wildlife preservation and sustainability, such as low-
carbon living, are written in an animated tone that appeals to kids.
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HONBIEWWE Kids#83h : wwf.org.hk/kids

“After getting relevant environmental and scientific information
from various sources, our experienced staff then translated the
complicated scientific information to language which kids can
understand,” explains Yamme Leung, Education Manager,
WWF-Hong Kong.

Ever thought of hand-making a water scope? In the Fun section,

a “Zoo-it-yourself” segment allows children to follow the
demonstrations in video clips to make DIY tools and toys for their
green adventures. Alongside interactive mini games and flash
comics, children can also enjoy a favourite pastime: collecting cards.
The Wildlife section displays a series of printable collectable cards
that allow kids to learn about each species’ life, habitat, conservation
status and threats. Last but not least, Question of the Month poses a
monthly question to test young visitors’ environmental knowledge,
which in turn motivates their will to learn.

While self-directed learning is one of the core objectives of the
WWEF Kids website, the platform is not made with only primary
school students in mind. “We’re assuming parents accompany their
kids to read the stories, play the games and provide guidance for
kids attempting the Zoo-it-yourself section,” says Leung. “Actually,
all activities are quite parent-kids oriented. Teachers can make use
of the information provided as a reference for preparing teaching
materials in class. They can facilitate students to make further
studies based on information provided. Even for the Zoo-it-yourself
section, teachers can refer to the available information on the web
to plan their visual art classes.” With guidance from parents and
teachers, kindergarten students can benefit from the website too.

At the end of each section, there is a five-star rating system where
kids have their say about their preferences. WWF’s Communications
and Education teams are continuing to improve the function of

the WWF Kids website to keep young people up-to-date with
environmental knowledge and WWF’s news. Fundraising items,
comprehension exercises and other more diverse self-directed
learning columns may be included in the future. The relatively new
website continues to grow along with its young audience. ®

Visit WWF Kids website at wwf.org.hk/kids
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WWF’s latest venture is direct response TV, a series of commercials featuring
adorable pandas and fierce tigers in need of help.
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Pandas and tigers are the stars of WWF’s direct response TV
(DRTV) commercials, which run on local channels daily, asking
viewers to consider adopting pandas or tigers for HK$50 or above
a month. The adoption is symbolic; the animals remain in the
wild, where they roam freely, and are neither tracked nor visited.

The money raised supports WWF’s conservation efforts and makes
adopting an animal for yourself or on behalf of someone else very
meaningful. At the moment, there are as few as 3,200 tigers living
in the wild. They are on the brink of extinction because of poaching,
habitat loss and conflicts with humans—poachers target the animal
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By making this symbolic adoption,
you can definitely help WWF's
conservation work to save these
endangered animals and protect
their habitats, You can also

adopt for your family and friends
as a meaningful gift and help
spread conservation message.

for its skin, to make trophies, as well as to harvest body parts for
traditional Asian medicine. Furthermore, the big cat’s habitats are
under threat due to the clear cutting of jungles. Agricultural and
industrial development continues to encroach on these habitats.

The panda’s situation is just as precarious. It is now estimated that
as few as 1,600 pandas remain in the wild today, mainly at risk due
to the loss of habitat. Clear-cutting of forests for agriculture, timber
and fuel wood have destroyed 50 percent of the bamboo forests that
make up the panda’s home. And the instability of bamboo, which is
the panda’s major food supply, is another problem. It takes 10 to 20
years to grow enough bamboo to sustain a viable panda population,
and any sudden widespread damage could cause malnourishment
and even starvation.

Your monthly donation can help us make a difference. “With
consistent funding, we will be able to protect pandas and tigers from
poachers, protect and restore habitats lost due to deforestation and
farming, and work with governments, organisations and local people
to help endangered species,” says Dorothy Law, Project Manager,
DRTV at WWF-Hong Kong. “And in Hong Kong, we aim to educate
the public to learn how to protect the animals and to arouse
awareness towards the endangered species. Only by protecting the
Earth’s lush biodiversity can humans live in harmony with nature.”

Panda and Tiger monthly donors will receive an attractive gift

pack containing a cuddly stuffed toy panda or tiger, an adoption
certificate, a limited edition bag, four issues of About Life and three
updates a year about WWF’s work with pandas and tigers.

“By making this symbolic adoption, you can definitely help
WWF’s conservation work to save these endangered animals
and protect their habitats,” says Law. “You can also adopt for
your family and friends as a meaningful gift and help spread the
conservation message.”

WWEF’s goal is to double the number of wild tigers by 2022, the
next Year of the Tiger. We have also partnered with the Chinese
government to establish over 50 panda reserves and to protect
the remaining panda habitats. B

To see the stars of our commercials and for more information, visit
wwi.org.hk/adoptpanda and wwf.org.hk/adopttiger.
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How can multi-national
companies act as crucial
top-down drivers to ignite
regional offices to go green?
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Change starts at the community level. One school, one office and
one person at a time can act positively to make a difference to our
environment. Schools can cultivate environmental consciousness
among the young. Multi-national corporations can convey green
messages via their local affiliates.

District offices of many global corporations are becoming key
players in actualising corporate objectives in environmental
protection. Sodexo Hong Kong is one such office. The Sodexo Group
was established in France in 1966 and now has over 80 branches
around the world. Its Hong Kong group has been providing food
and facilities management services for 18 years. Operating with
energy-efficient and sustainable policies is one of its key objectives.
In March this year, Sodexo joined together with WWF to raise
student awareness of marine conservation related specifically to the
ecological footprint of seafood consumption.

The programme is more than just designing a sustainable seafood
menu for students. It aims at supplying young people with
knowledge of sustainable consumption of marine resources. The
ultimate goal is to induce a behavioural change among students,
guiding them towards a sustainable lifestyle.

In addition to free copies of the WWF Seafood Guide, talks and
exhibitions are presented to students to better their understanding
of the environmental impacts caused by the consumption of different
types of seafood available in Hong Kong and South China. Currently,
there are eight international schools participating. Students can
enjoy sustainable seafood dishes in a variety of cooking methods and
national flavours, all designed according to the WWF Seafood Guide.

“The programme is extremely welcomed by the schools and

students,” says Gigi Mui, Safety, Environment and Quality Manager
of Sodexo (Hong Kong) Limited. Despite the extra effort in drawing
students’ attention to marine conservation knowledge and adjusting
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SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD IN HONG KONG

MSC is a buzzword in sustainable seafood. MSC stands for
Marine Stewardship Council. It was founded by WWF UK and
Unilever in 1997, and is a non-profit organisation. It provides a
globally recognised ecolabel and fishery certification programme
that takes into account the impact on the marine ecosystem and
an organisation’s management system.

MSC'’s standards and certification system meets seafood
ecolabelling guidelines set by the Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations (UNFAO), as well as

the ISEAL Code of Good Practice for Setting Social and
Environmental Standards. In early 2011, more than 10,000
seafood products bore the MSC ecolabel. Supermarket chains
and food service providers in Europe and North America are
increasingly sourcing sustainable seafood, such as those certified
by MSC.

The MSC seafood market is still in its infancy in Hong Kong,
where most seafood is available fresh from the sea, a more
popular option in Chinese cuisine. To facilitate sustainable
seafood consumption among local consumers, WWF-Hong
Kong launched a Seafood Guide in 2007, covering over 60
types of seafood commonly sold in the city. The selected species
are categorised into three colours: “Green—Recommended”,
“Yellow—Think Twice” and “Red—Avoid”. WWF-Hong Kong
advises consumers to choose seafood from the Green and the
Yellow categories, while avoiding those in the Red category.
Consumers can use the WWF Seafood Guide to make wise
choices when making purchases, or to support restaurants and
hotels that provide these options on their menus.

Learn more about MSC at www.msc.org.

Consumers can download WWF’s Seafood Guide at
wwif.org.hk/seafood/ to make informed purchases.

Which establishments serve sustainable seafood?

How can restaurants or hotels participate in the sustainable
seafood movement? For the answers, check out
wwif.org.hk/seafood/ofm/en

to the cost of imported sustainable seafood, the catering company
adheres conscientiously to their environmental vision. Earlier

in November last year, the multi-national group signed WWF’s
Tuna Market Manifesto, pledging not to buy or sell Atlantic and
Mediterranean Bluefin tuna in a move aimed at helping the species
recover from overfishing.

“Respecting and protecting the environment is our long-

term commitment and we continue our efforts to advance
sustainability,” says Mui. “As a corporate citizen and part of a
community with its clients, customers, employees, suppliers,
shareholders and host countries, the Sodexo commitment is to
improve the quality of daily life and contribute to the economic,
social and environmental development of the cities, regions and
countries in which we operate.” B
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Making a difference for a sustainable society,
for our future generations.

For 125 years, "Building for Tomorrow™ has been the mission for The Wharf
(Holdings) Limited. As a good corporate citizen, the Group, through its
“Business-in-Community” (BIC) banner, is committed to building a better
Hong Kong and the sustainability of the community.

The Group’s latest BIC initiative is Project WeCan, a pioneer helistic and
sustainable educational programme aiming to help the less privileged
schools and students in Hong Kong.

The Group's CSR pursuit covers the key aspects of Social, Environment,
Woarkplace Practices and Corporate Governance, taking into consideration
social welfare, art and culture; efficient use of natural resources, staff
development, stakeholders’ communications and  compliance with
legislation. For more information, please visit www.wharfholdings.com.
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Sustainable lifestyle Target
Education Programme
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STEP is an education programme initiated by the Swire group and
administered by WWF Hong Kong to teach primary school students about Hi SWIRE
the impact of climate change.



At Kerry Properties, we do more than buildings, we build prosperity.
At Kerry Logistics, we do more than delivery, we build business partnerships.

At Kerry Infrastructure, we build a better environment.
Together, we build a brighter future by aspiring to excellence in everything we do

S

KERRY PROPERTIES LIMITED
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Fax: (852) 2967 2900  www.kerryprops.com

25/F, Kerry Centre, 683 King’s Road, Quarry Bay, Hong Kong  Tel: (852) 2967 2200
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Can a bank balance its ambition
with its conscience?

We’re working harder to create a brighter future for you. Our global guiding principles

and ethical banking practices influence everything we do, from the customers we work

with to the businesses we finance. By pursuing initiatives such as sustainable ventures,

responsible forestry management and safer workplace conditions we’re making a real

difference to communities and the environment. Because as important as it is to
deliver results, delivering them with a conscience matters more.

Here for progress Here for good

standardchartered.com
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Hong Kong and
the Coral Triangle
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Nearly 9o percent of seafood in

Hong Kong is imported from more
’ + than 150 countries and territories.

The Coral Triangle is one of the
major sourcing regions
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The area of the Coral Triangle, which sprawls
across parts of Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Papua New Guinea,
Timor-Leste and the Solomon Islands
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