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Dear Sir/Madam, 

Re: Hong Kong BSAP 

Hong Kong’s biodiversity is of global importance
1,2

 and provides many essential services 

to the people. Biodiversity is inextricably linked to human wellbeing – something that 

was affirmed in last years United Nation summit on Sustainable Development, where 

two out of the 17 sustainable development goals agreed by world governments focus 

specifically on conserving marine and terrestrial ecosystems. In addition, the natural 

environment and the wildlife contribute significantly to the quality of life of our 

otherwise urbanized and crowded city.  

 

WWF-Hong Kong finds it highly encouraging that the Hong Kong government is 

formulating BSAP and has adopted a participatory approach in engaging academics, 

NGOs, professionals and other stakeholders in the three-tier advisory committee for 

BSAP development. The first BSAP for Hong Kong should lay out clearly the strategy 

and actions for biodiversity conservation in the coming five years and act as a blueprint 

for future BSAPs. We have the following recommendations that we believe will help 

make the BSAP to become such a plan. 

 

 

General View on the BSAP Consultation Document 

 

We fully agree with the need to mainstream biodiversity into planning and decision 

making to achieve sustainable development. We also support the proposed actions in 

the public consultation document, in particular those listed below that will significantly 

contribute to the conservation of Hong Kong biodiversity: 

• Pursue new Country/Marine Parks, including Brothers Marine Park, the Soko 

Islands Marine Park, the Southwest Lantau Marine Park and the Robin’s Nest 
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Country Park, Designate Fisheries Protection Areas and manage fisheries 

resources in an effective and sustainable way 

• Enhance management of protected areas through developing/reviewing 

management plans for protected areas 

• Enhance conservation of ecologically important sites, particularly natural streams 

and rivers 

• Consolidate available information and make it widely available in a publicly 

accessible database or platform 

However, we also find the public consultation document vague and lacking in clear 

actions and targets for crucial conservation goals. After over a year of intense work by 

more than one hundred experts and stakeholders in the BSAP advisory committees, 

some 400 recommendations have been produced and then grouped, compiled and 

prioritized into 33 draft Key Actions. We are disappointed that most of these specific 

actions have been omitted from the consultation document. The Convention on 

Biological Diversity states that parties should develop an effective action plan, and in 

particular at the city level that it should be practical. Other cities, such as Paris and 

Dublin, have developed Biodiversity Plan with specific actions. Hong Kong can use these 

as good examples in developing a practical plan.  

 

As mentioned in the first paragraph of the consultation document, Hong Kong has to 

work harder and smarter in conserving our natural environment to ensure our city can 

progress toward sustainable development. Much more specificity will be needed in 

Hong Kong’s BSAP in order to guide the city through the challenges posed by increasing 

urbanization and a changing climate. The additional resources allocated for BSAP 

implementation is now clear, and can facilitate detailed planning of the actions. 

 

 

Strategy 

 

We find the Vision in the Consultation Document good. We are puzzled that the 

Strategy does not include Principles which are present in the China National BSAP. We 

feel that the eight Draft Principles discussed in the BSAP Steering Committee (see BSAP 

SC Paper 02/2014) should be included in the BSAP Strategy as these provide a set of 

values and beliefs and set the tone of the BSAP. The principles also draw reference to 

the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Aichi targets and provide important 

parameters for specific goals, targets and actions.  

 

 

Area 1: Conservation  

 

We recommend the following priority conservation actions to be included in Hong 

Kong BSAP so that a comprehensive safety net can be provided for both our marine 

and terrestrial environment, the threatened species, and to reduce Hong Kong’s impact 



on other places’ biodiversity through sustainable use and ecological footprint reduction.  

 

Marine Environment 

Hong Kong has a long coastline with more than 200 islands. Its special geographic 

location and hydrographic conditions contribute to the diverse and productive coastal 

and marine habitats found locally. The Hong Kong marine environment supports 

diverse marine species with over 1,000 species of fish, 84 species of hard corals, two 

species of horseshoe crabs and two species of marine mammals, etc.  A recent study 

shows that a total of over 5,700 species have been recorded, which makes Hong Kong's 

biodiversity rich when compared to many other regions of the world. Even though 

Hong Kong's marine area is only ~0.03% of the marine area of China, the number of 

marine species recorded in Hong Kong is ~25% of the total recorded for China seas. The 

sea is an important and precious resource, and should be carefully managed to 

conserve biodiversity, and at the same time to support fisheries, recreation, and a high 

quality of life.  

 

As the city develops, the plight of our sea has been exacerbated by reclamation, 

pollution, dredging and dumping. Not only is the marine biodiversity in the local waters 

(such as Chinese white dolphins) at stake, but some previously common commercially 

important fish species (e.g. Hong Kong Grouper) are close to local extinction. More and 

bigger protected areas in Hong Kong are needed to secure the future of our marine life 

and conserve our vulnerable marine environment for future generations. 

 

Current gaps in conserving key marine habitats 

A Marine Protected Area (MPA) is an area designated to protect marine ecosystems, 

processes, habitats, and species, which can contribute to the restoration and 

replenishment of resources for social, economic, and cultural enrichment. 

Unfortunately, to date, less than 2% of Hong Kong’s marine waters are designated as 

protected areas (of which <0.1% is no take zone), with the rest receiving little or no 

protection. More marine parks are in the pipeline: the proposed marine parks at the 

Brothers Islands, waters around the proposed Third Runway, Southwest Lantau, Soko 

Islands and the Sokos Marine Park extension. However, most of these are 

mitigation/compensation measures to satisfy the stipulation in the Environmental 

Permit for reclamation in infra-structure projects. All the current and planned MPAs 

will only add up to less than 6% of Hong Kong’s waters, with a much smaller percentage 

designated as no take zones.  

 

Identifying marine hotspots in Hong Kong 

Many ecologically sensitive areas suffer from a lack of adequate protection and 

management, while coastal development, habitat destruction and degradation are 

continuous threats which will have lasting and cumulative impacts on biodiversity. As 

such it is crucial to identify marine hotspots of high ecological vales across different 

habitat types for further protection and conservation. 



 

WWF is currently leading a vitally important assessment to identify marine biodiversity 

hotspots in Hong Kong with the contributions and support from 30 experts (from 5 

tertiary institutions, 6 NGOs and green groups) who are deeply concerned about our 

marine biodiversity. The hotspots will represent the most valuable areas for 

biodiversity where protection is urgently needed in order to maintain sustainable 

ecosystem structure and function. A Marine Biodiversity Hotspot Map will be produced 

which will show the locations of sensitive marine species/ habitats which require better 

protection.  

 

From Hotspot to Site Protection - Conservation and management of important marine 

habitats  

Identifying marine hotspots is only the first step. These will serve as the basis for 

selecting new marine protected areas or as ecologically important areas that should 

not be included/disturbed by future development. An appropriate set of management 

measures (such as no-take zones) will need to be worked out for the new MPAs 

depending on the existing conditions, threats and needs of the target habitats/species.  

In order for Hong Kong marine life to survive and be given a chance to recover, it is 

important to establish MPAs network with effective protection measures for all 

important marine habitats. According to the Aichi Target, “at least 10% of coastal and 

marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and 

ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, 

ecologically representatives and well-connected systems of protected areas and other 

effective areas-based conservation measures, and integrated into the wider landscape 

and seascape”. Hong Kong should adopt such a target in our first BSAP. 

 

WWF’s Key Recommendations on Marine Environment 

• State clearly in the final BSAP document that the findings and recommendations 

of the Marine Biodiversity Hotspots assessment will be considered and make 

reference to the future conservation priority and measures. 

• Make firm commitment with solid schedules on the establishment of at least 10% 

of Hong Kong’s coastal and marine areas by 2020, focusing on the areas of 

particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, as Marine 

Protected Areas (MPAs) network with a range of effective protection and 

conservation measures. 

 

Terrestrial Environment 

The consultation document points out the incredible biodiversity in Hong Kong 

terrestrial ecosystem and the achievements so far. However several significant 

challenges remain that should be addressed in Hong Kong’s first BSAP.  

 

Deep Bay Wetlands 



The Inner Deep Bay wetland and Mai Po Nature Reserve form an ecosystem that is of 

international importance (i.e. a Ramsar site) in that it provides one of the important 

staging and feeding sites for many waterbirds in the East Asian Australasian Flyway. It is 

also a Key Biodiversity Area within the Indo-Burma Biodiversity Hotspot
3
. The economic 

development in East Asia has caused the disappearance of many coastal wetlands
4
, 

making those remaining of increasing importance to the integrity of the flyway. 

  

The conservation value of many wetlands depends on their on-going management. 

There has been a worrying trend in the Deep Bay wetlands where development 

pressure from private developers owning large areas of fish ponds continues to 

undermine their conservation value. There are growing numbers of actively managed 

wetland reserves that are being created as mitigation of urban development in Deep 

Bay which is helping to address this trend. However, they are operated independently 

without much coordination and synergy. Moreover, many fish ponds have shifted from 

traditional farming to intensive aquaculture that involves concreting the mud bunds, 

placing plastic sheets on bunds and adopting measures to prevent water birds from 

foraging in the ponds, thereby undermining their ecological value.  

 

There is a strong rationale to create a mechanism to bring these wetland reserves 

together to facilitate holistic planning and coordinated management in order to realize 

the full potential of such large area of wetlands. A Deep Bay Advisory Committee 

should be set up to formulate a holistic plan for wetland conservation and 

management for the area and to improve participation of the stakeholders. A statutory 

Wetland Trust should also be established into which land from public-private-

partnership (PPP) projects can be vested and funds donated to manage these sites. 

Such a mechanism will ensure these wetlands are managed as one, rather than 

piecemeal and independent of each other, and that they will be protected for 

conservation in perpetuity.  

    

WWF’s Key Recommendation on Deep Bay 

• Expand and enhance protection for Deep Bay wetlands including Mai Po Nature 

Reserve and the Ramsar site by formulating a holistic plan. Establish a statutory 

Wetland Trust and set up an Advisory Committee  

 

Country Park Enclaves 

The country park system plays a critical role in safeguarding our important and 

exceptionally rich terrestrial biodiversity.  Although the Country Park system covers 

40% of Hong Kong land, there are major gaps. Lowland rivers, freshwater marshes and 
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feng shui woods are under-represented in the system and these are mostly found near 

remote villages in Country Park enclaves. They are facing increasing threats from 

developments and degradations. There are growing cases of enclaves being trashed
5
, 

including high ecological value sites such as Sha Lo Tung which is supposedly protected 

by planning control on land use. Therefore the country park system needs to be 

strengthened and enhanced by incorporating these important habitats into country 

parks. Enclaves known to be of high ecological value include Sha Lo Tung, So Lo Pun 

and Pak Sha O.  

 

Some individual country parks are rather small in size and the boundaries of many of 

them are not connected. To maintain their ecological connectivity and to increase the 

resilience of the country park system in the face of future climate change impacts, 

strategic areas between country parks that are covered by natural habitats or 

agricultural fields should be given protection from development.  

 

The above measures will ensure the integrity of the country park system so that it can 

continue to provide ecosystem services to society, and for the benefit of the many 

species that depend upon them.    

      

WWF’s Key Recommendation on Country Park Enclaves 

• Strengthen the integrity of the country park system by incorporating enclaves 

with important lowland rivers, freshwater marshes and feng shui woods into 

country parks and by protecting their ecological connectivity 

 

Natural Habitats on Private Land 

The degradation and destruction of natural habitats on private land have grown, 

including the recent filling of ponds at Tsim Bei Tsui in Deep Bay. In the last 10 years, 

Green Groups have documented over 100 cases of eco-vandalism in which natural 

habitats were destroyed or degraded. These destructions not only erode the overall 

biodiversity value in Hong Kong, but also affect the aesthetic and ecological value of 

our rural areas. One of the root causes is the loophole in the Town Planning Ordinance 

in which land use control without a Development Permission Area (DPA) plan cannot 

be enforced. This has to be addressed.  There is also a clear need to strengthen 

enforcement power, effectiveness and ensure habitats that are damaged are properly 

reinstated back to the original form.  

 

WWF Key Recommendation on Natural Habitats on Private Land 

• Stop destruction of natural habitats on private land by strengthening enforcement 

and plugging loopholes in law and regulations 
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 WWF-Hong Kong (2014) Fixing the Holes – The Need to Repair Hong Kong’s Country Park System. WWF-

Hong Kong, Hong Kong.  



 

Species 

Despite its very small size and dense human population, Hong Kong has exceptionally 

rich fauna and flora. Much research and monitoring have been carried out on the 

terrestrial plants and vertebrates, with field and laboratory research also being 

conducted on a range of marine fishes and invertebrates and on marine mammals. 

Studies have also been carried out to investigate the ecology of local freshwater 

organisms, but the taxonomy of some of them is not well understood. Generally, 

however, invertebrates are relatively less studied with the exception of a few taxon 

groups even though they are of much higher species diversity. Certain animal and plant 

species are protected by law but the list is biased towards land vertebrates. The Hong 

Kong protected species list needs to be revised as many species of high conservation 

concern are omitted. 

 

The only attempt to try to systematically assess the conservation status of Hong Kong 

wild animals was carried out more than ten years ago
6
. Much additional information 

has been gained since then through research, surveys and monitoring carried out by 

tertiary institutions, AFCD, green groups, consultants, naturalists and citizen scientists. 

In view of the growing debates encountered in development proposals on how 

important particular species/populations/sites are, relevant experts should be engaged 

to use the most up-to-date information to assess species status and produce an official 

list of threatened species. All parties concerned can then use the same list and refer to 

the underlying information to facilitate an objective, evidence-based approach to 

conservation and development.  

 

The IUCN Red List is an internationally recognized and well-tested system to assess the 

conservation status of wildlife using standardized criteria. Those threatened (i.e. 

Vulnerable, Endangered, and Critically Endangered) locally, regionally and/or globally 

should be placed on the List of Threatened Species. The relevant information, e.g. 

distribution, population trend, biology, threats, conservation measures, etc. is well 

documented to allow this evidence-based discussion and decision-making. The species 

should be re-assessed every ten years, or earlier, whenever there is a need/justification 

to ensure the List of Threatened Species are updated regularly using the latest 

knowledge. The List of Threatened Species so generated will be widely accepted 

because the most current information will be used, the process is transparent, experts 

are involved in both the assessment and review, and the supporting information is 

documented and accessible. This List will help to allocate resources and efforts to those 

species in need, and can inform Strategic Environmental Assessments, Environmental 

Impact Assessments, planning studies, planning applications and legislation such as the 

Wild Animals Protection Ordinance and Forestry Regulations.  
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A number of iconic and/or globally important wildlife species (such as Chinese white 

dolphin, Chinese pangolin, Eurasian otter, Chinese Bahaba, golden coin turtle, big-

headed turtle, Beale’s turtle, Hong Kong grouper) in Hong Kong have suffered from a 

serious decline in recent years due to human-induced threats. Their Hong Kong 

populations may be critical to their global survival. To ensure they can survive in the 

wild and to allow populations to recover, species action plans with clear conservation 

objectives and specific actions need to be formulated and implemented. These will 

become success stories that attract both local and international attention. 

 

WWF Key Recommendations on Species 

 

• Assess the conservation status of local wildlife using IUCN Red List criteria and 

formulate a List of Threatened Species that will help guide conservation actions 

and to inform EIAs, planning studies and legislation. 

• Formulate species action plan for the most threatened and important wildlife in 

Hong Kong including Chinese white dolphin, Chinese pangolin, Chinese Bahaba, 

Hong Kong Grouper and freshwater turtles in order to improve their status and 

ensure their long-term survival 

 

Sustainable Use of Biodiversity 

Despite its relatively small population size, Hong Kong’s position as a major 

consumption and trading hub is prominent. To name just a few, our huge appetite for 

seafood put Hong Kong second in Asia and seventh globally in terms of per capita 

seafood consumption
7
, and we are currently importing seafood from over 170 

countries and territories worldwide
8
. Hong Kong is the world’s shark fin capital, 

handling about half of the global trade in shark fin
9
. Our use of paper and timber 

products are considerable and as much as 30%, in terms of volume, of wood-based 

products in Hong Kong’s market may comprise illegal timber
10

. Our use of traditional 

Chinese medicine, which renders Hong Kong the major trade hub of these products, 

has direct impacts on many populations of wild plants and wild animals through over-

harvesting. Last but not least, our consumption of meat particularly beef can worsen 

greenhouse gas emission and exacerbate climate change, which is one of the major 

threats to global biodiversity. 

Being a major consumer of many plants and animals both in terms of number of 

species and volume, means Hong Kong can have considerable biodiversity impacts on 

species of regional and global significance. Therefore, Hong Kong’s use of biological 

resources requires due attention. Hong Kong should seize the opportunity of its huge 
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purchasing and trading power to transform itself to become the catalyst for more 

sustainable use of biological resources globally.  

 

In this regard, stronger regulation of the trade for those threatened wildlife species (e.g. 

shark fin) is needed, so as to help protect them from extinction.  To advocate for a 

more sustainable lifestyle, the Government should take the lead to promote the 

concept of sustainable production and consumption with the use of internationally 

recognized ecolabels (e.g. MSC, ASC and FSC) and other credible sources of information 

applicable to Hong Kong (e.g. Seafood Guide of WWF-Hong Kong). 

 

There are legal loopholes that make illegal wildlife trade via Hong Kong possible, that 

need to be fixed. (e.g. strengthen CITES enforcement and the licensing system for 

Humphead Wrasse; make it compulsory for Hong Kong registered fishing vessels to 

submit live fish import data to the Government).  On the other hand, relevant legal 

frameworks need to be set up to prevent the illegal wildlife trade (e.g. extending 

convention of CCAMLR and ICCAT from China to Hong Kong, to guarantee legal trade of 

Toothfish and Atlantic Bluefin tuna). 

 

WWF Key Recommendations on Sustainable Use  

• Strongly regulate or phase out trade in products of threatened wildlife species (e.g. 

shark fin, ivory and Humphead Wrasse) 

• Adopt global conventions such as CCAMLR and ICCAT and other relevant measures 

in Hong Kong in order to reduce Hong Kong’s involvement in illegal wildlife trade.  

• Promote sustainable production and consumption through the use of 

internationally recognized eco-labels (e.g. MSC, ASC, and FSC) and credible local 

sources of information (e.g. Seafood Guide of WWF-Hong Kong) 

 

Ecological Footprint  

Ecological Footprint is the measurement of our consumption of global renewable 

resources which includes biological resources.  From Hong Kongs perspective, since we 

have few biological resources, we mostly import them from around the world.  

Unsustainable consumption in Hong Kong can therefore negatively affect the 

biodiversity from the sourcing countries or territories.  Therefore it is essential to 

incorporate the concept of Ecological Footprint and Hong Kongs impact on the world 

into BSAP. 

 

From 1962 to 2010, Hong Kong’s per capita Ecological Footprint increased dramatically. 

The average Hong Kong resident now has an Ecological Footprint of 5.4 gha
11

. If 

everyone in the world lived the lifestyle we lead in Hong Kong, we would need 3.1 
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Earths to provide our resource needs
12

.  Governments worldwide are taking this issue 

seriously. For example, Vancouver, Canada began drafting their Greenest City Action 

Plan in 2009. To become the greenest city by 2020, Vancouver has priority actions for 

2011 – 2020 and the reduction of Ecological Footprint has been one of the top ten 

goals set by the government. Performance of the city against these goals is published 

regularly by the city government, and businesses and the wider community are all 

encouraged to play key roles in contributing to the city target. More than 60 countries 

worldwide are actively involved in the research, adoption or taking action related to 

Ecological Footprint of their respective countries, such as Wales, United Arab of 

Emirates, Ecuador and Japan. 

 

WWF Key Recommendations on Ecological Footprint 

• Measure and publicize Hong Kong’s Ecological Footprint on a regular basis 

• Develop a roadmap, with targets, processes and timelines to reduce Hong Kong’s 

Ecological Footprint 

 

Area 2: Mainstreaming biodiversity 

 

WWF agrees that mainstreaming biodiversity considerations into planning and decision 

making is very important and we are happy to see the proposed actions outlined in the 

consultation document. We would like to make additional 

recommendations/elaborations below that would further facilitate mainstreaming of 

biodiversity: 

• HK2030+ - in addition to incorporating biodiversity considerations into the 

territorial development strategy, this planning study should also proactively 

consider medium to long-term conservation planning. Future challenges faced by 

biodiversity, such as climate change and regional development, and the projected 

social needs, such as outdoor recreation/leisure opportunities, water resources 

and food security etc. should be taken into account in this conservation planning. 

• Hong Kong Planning Standard and Guidelines (HKPSG) – a chapter on biodiversity 

should be added to this government manual to give adequate coverage on all the 

issues related to biodiversity. The future official List of Threatened Species should 

also be incorporated in HKPSG as an Appendix or Annex.  

• A high level coordination within the government between different bureaus is 

needed because many issues, such as Agriculture Policy, have major influence on 

biodiversity conservation. 

• Middle and high ranking government officials should take courses in environment 

and conservation offered by tertiary institutions as part of their continual 
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development. This will help the entire government to gain a better understanding 

of the full values of biodiversity and the impacts of serious environmental issues 

such as climate change, water resources and food security. 

• A review of Agriculture Policy should be conducted from the perspective of 

biodiversity conservation to help the sector move towards sustainable agriculture 

and to protect/restore agriculture land. 

 

Area 3: Knowledge 

 

Through the work of the three-tier BSAP advisory committee, many knowledge gaps 

have been identified and recommendations made. It is unlikely that all these 

knowledge gaps can be filled in the coming five years. Hence, WWF will not make 

further specific recommendations on research and monitoring here. Rather, we feel it 

is crucial to ensure research and monitoring implemented as part of the BSAP should 

have a clear and significant contribution to the priority conservation goals or actions. 

Therefore, we recommend that: 

• A set of criteria agreed by the government, academics, NGOs will be used to 

select research and monitoring priorities under BSAP. Those discussed and agreed 

upon in the Status, Trend and Red List Focus Group (i.e. relevance to Aichi targets, 

clear conservation implications, urgency, and, feasibility during the timeframe of 

this BSAP) offer a useful basis to develop a set of selection criteria.  

• A scientific advisory body should be set up to provide independent expert views 

and aid the government to screen research/monitoring proposals, to review their 

progress, to give advice on how to improve, to evaluate the findings and how they 

can be applied in conservation, how to share the knowledge gained, and to 

identify additional priority knowledge gaps.   

 

Area 4: Community Involvement 

 

Many people perceive Hong Kong as a dynamic metropolitan city which is one of the 

world’s leading financial and business centres with many skyscrapers and heavy traffic. 

However, there is a general lack of awareness that such a tiny geographic area 

possesses such diverse terrestrial and marine environments. This natural heritage, 

including a wide range of habitats, is crucial to support the rich biodiversity in which 

some species are endemic or first discovered in Hong Kong. To balance the impact of 

development and to protect this precious natural environment, a fundamental change 

of mind set and attitudes through education is a key strategy to achieve a sustainable 

future for Hong Kong. 

 



WWF believes that weaving Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) as a thread 

from the early learning stage to higher education institutions will greatly help in 

achieving this. In fact, biodiversity conservation education is a core component under 

ESD, and it has been proven worldwide that getting people connected with nature and 

biodiversity results in positive impacts on their awareness, attitudes and behaviours 

towards environmental conservation. As such, by offering various learning 

opportunities, in both formal and informal settings, and building partnerships with 

stakeholders, there will be a stronger commitment from individuals in their personal 

and professional lives to take responsibility to protect our precious natural resources. 

 

While WWF welcomes the proposed actions to further integrate biodiversity in school 

curricula, some barriers exist within Hong Kong’s education system such as the 

workload of teachers and whether they support such actions. Existing curricula in Hong 

Kong are already over-crowded; therefore inserting extra elements into the busy school 

schedule needs to be carefully planned. In addition, curriculum infusion is currently 

being used by Hong Kong schools to integrate nature and environmental education, but 

teaching and learning in this area is scattered and fragmented among different subjects. 

A strategy should be adopted to make biodiversity as one of the focuses of formal 

education, and the education system has to be reviewed to complement this ambition. 

In addition, more supports should be given to teachers to build up their capacity to 

deliver biodiversity education. 

 

In terms of community involvement, WWF believes continuous efforts are essential to 

gain public support for biodiversity conservation. Organization of one-off events to 

bring biodiversity to people’s attention is only a starting point. Resources have to be 

devoted to the formation of a professional, powerful and committed body to develop, 

implement and evaluate community involvement works on biodiversity conservation in 

the long run. In fact, the use of scientific exploration approaches has been proven 

effective in getting supports from all walks of life on conservation. Such approaches are 

collectively known as citizen science and it has become popular worldwide over the last 

decade. The use of citizen science as a tool to support biodiversity conservation in 

Hong Kong can be further integrated into community projects.  

 

WWF Key Recommendations on Education 

• Collaborate with the Education Bureau to formulate an effective strategy to 

ensure biodiversity is one of the focuses of formal education.   

• Strengthen the Biodiversity Education Network with the addition of an advisory 

function. This network can further serve as a driver for setting up a community of 

practitioners who can provide essential supports to multipliers (e.g. teachers, 

youth leaders etc.) for integrating biodiversity conservation into teaching and 

learning. 

• Mobilize and empower the general public regarding biodiversity 

research/monitoring. In addition to organizing festivals for awareness raising, also 



organize regular territory-wide biodiversity survey days in order to engage people 

directly in biodiversity conservation. 

 

Monitoring BSAP Implementation 

It is essential to have a well-designed monitoring plan is built into the BSAP to ensure 

its successful implementation. Any problems encountered can then be detected in a 

timely manner so that they can be addressed. Hence, WWF recommends to: 

• Develop indicators, benchmarks and timetables for all goals and objectives.  

• Design a participatory monitoring system to regularly and openly review and 

communicate progress  

• Set up an advisory committee to oversee the implementation of BSAP, review 

progress, give advice to address problems encountered, and, to help evaluate 

successes, failures and lessons learnt at the end of this first BSAP implementation. 

 

The exceptional biodiversity in Hong Kong is facing serious challenges from urban 

expansion and other drivers. BSAP provides a golden opportunity for government to 

formulate ambitious conservation goals and actions to lead Hong Kong to a sustainable 

future.  

 

Building on the work of over 100 experts in the BSAP advisory committee for more than 

one year, WWF has identified a set of priority recommendations in this submission. 

From the interactions with those participating in the BSAP advisory committee, people 

from different sectors who attended the presentations given by WWF experts, and, 

through our supporters, WWF believes there is a broad consensus among informed 

society that Hong Kong needs an effective BSAP with specific goals and actions. We 

sincerely hope that the government will take note of this consensus, and through BSAP 

will provide a safety net for the rich biodiversity that shares this incredible place with 

us. 

 

Yours faithfully,      

 
 

Gavin Edwards 

Director, Conservation 

WWF-Hong Kong 

 


