
About Life

More Earths, please?
Hong Kong people are using 150 times more resources than the 
territory can provide. It’s time to wake up from the dream that the 
Earth can give us everything we want.

Consume less, consume wisely
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As we approach the end of another year, it is a good time to reflect on all the resources 
we have at our fingertips in this great city. We are lucky to live in such a prosperous 
place, where everything we want is within easy reach. We are spoiled for choice, with 
an astonishing array of stores selling all manner of electronics, food, clothes and other 
consumer goods all around us.

But this convenience is encouraging us to consume beyond our needs. According to the Hong 
Kong Ecological Footprint Report 2013, Hong Kong people use 150 times more natural 
resources than what are available in the territory. If everyone on this planet were to live 
the same lifestyle that we do in Hong Kong, humanity would need 2.6 Earths to satisfy our 
resource requirements. You can read more about this in this issue’s cover story.

Clearly, we must learn to consume less and consume wisely. The government’s Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan, which is being developed under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, will be a first step in the right direction.

Speaking of biodiversity, did you know that Hong Kong is blessed with an amazing variety 
of living organisms in our waters? But this marine biodiversity is now under threat. In this 
issue, we take a look at the worsening situation in our seas and the impact this has on one of 
its inhabitants, the Chinese white dolphin.

Finally, I would like to extend a warm welcome to our new Conservation Director, Gavin 
Edwards, who joined our WWF family in June. To find out more about his conservation 
journey, flip to our interview with him, where he shares how he and WWF-Hong Kong aim to 
make our city the most sustainable in Asia.

We hope you enjoy our latest issue!
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Global
Conservation news

2.8% of world 
oCeans ProteCted…
and risinG
The latest data from the World Database on 
Protected Areas, run by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature and the 
United Nations Environment Programme, 
shows that marine protected areas currently 
cover 2.8 per cent of the global ocean – an 
area larger than Europe. It also reveals an 
increase of 0.6 percentage points in the 
ocean area protected since 2012. In 2010, 
most of the world governments agreed to 
protect at least 10 per cent of the world’s 
marine and coastal zones by 2020. 441 new amazon sPeCies 

The vast, mysterious Amazon rainforest has by no means 
been completely explored. At least 441 new species of 
animals and plants were discovered between 2010 and 
2013. These include a flame-patterned lizard, a bronze-
legged poison dart frog, a vegetarian piranha and a 
monkey that purrs like a cat! With an average of two new 
species identified every week for the past four years, it’s 
clear that the extraordinary Amazon remains one of the 
most important centres of global biodiversity.

wwf walks out of 
warsaw talks
The 19th Conference of the Parties (COP 19) 
to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was held in 
Warsaw, Poland in November. At least 13 
NGOs and social organizations – including 
WWF – walked out of the talks in protest at 
the Conference putting the interests of dirty 
energy industries over those of global citizens 
and the fact that several rich countries were 
unwilling to contribute to any increase in 
emission reductions or increase their support 
for climate change mitigation.
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a substantial amount

shark fin and bluefin tuna 
off the Government’s menu
Thanks to WWF-Hong Kong’s tireless engagement 
and advocacy work, the Hong Kong government 
recently announced an internal ban on shark fin and 
Bluefin tuna for official banquets, in order to promote 
sustainable consumption. This bold and encouraging 
step shows that the government is willing to stand up 
for marine conservation. We hope that everyone will 
follow this lead by not consuming or serving shark fin or 
Bluefin tuna, and by continuing to choose sustainable 
seafood. We also hope that the government will extend 
its support for marine conservation by improving trade 
transparency and extending the relevant international 
marine conventions to Hong Kong. 
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over 9,000 voiCes 
shout “save our 
Country Parks!”
Hong Kong’s Town Planning Board (TPB) 
announced the publication of the draft 
Outline Zoning Plans (OZPs) for Hoi Ha, Pak 
Lap and So Lo Pun in September. These plans 
permit a substantial amount of “Village Type 
Development” and large-scale construction 
in the ecologically-sensitive Country Park 
enclaves. To safeguard the integrity of our 
country parks, WWF launched a petition to 
invite the public to submit their opinions to 
the TPB, urging the government to provide a 
higher degree of protection to our precious 
Country Park system. Over 9,000 petition 
letters were sent out through WWF’s website 
by the submission deadline of 27 November.

a substantial amount
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Over the past few decades, Hong 
Kong’s Ecological Footprint has grown 
to alarming proportions. If everyone on 
Earth were to live the way Hong Kong 
people do, humanity would require 2.6 
Earths to meet its needs. The time has 
come to consume less, and to consume 
more wisely.

Over the past century, 
Hong Kong has seen 
staggering growth and 
progress. Its popula-
tion has soared, its 
skyscrapers have mul-

tiplied and its economy has evolved from 
focusing on manufacturing into a global 
financial capital. 

But as Hong Kong has been transformed 
from a fishing village to a city that never 
sleeps, its demand for food, energy, 
household goods and other resources 
has become ever more insatiable. Hong 
Kong people love eating seafood, and our 
appetite keeps fishers fishing around the 
world, sending them to further and deeper 
fishing grounds. We love being trendy, so 
apparel retailers flock to our streets and 
shopping malls. We love staying cool in the 
summer, so buildings and buses turn their 
air-conditioning up to the max. 

Satisfying our needs is all well and good, but 
the way our city burns through resources 
is becoming unsustainable. According to 
WWF’s Hong Kong Ecological Footprint 
Report 2013, our resource use is out of 
alignment with what the Earth can provide. 

The report, released in August and 
produced in collaboration with the 
Global Footprint Network, explores how 
much natural resources Hong Kong has 
and how much it uses, and provides 
recommendations for a way forward. The 
findings are based on data from 2008, the 
latest year for which figures are available.

Hong Kong’s per-person Ecological 
Footprint – that is, the area of biologically 

Photos:  BoB Jagendorf / CC-BY-2.0, ePsos.de / CC-BY-2.0, Phil CamPBell / CC-BY-2.0
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When we eat, we only see the ingredients on our plates. But there 
is much more than meets the eye when it comes to the resources 
that go into producing our food. Take a steak, for example.

our BeeF 
with SteAk

productive land and sea an individual 
needs to produce all the resources he or 
she requires – totals  4.7 global hectares 
(gha). But the city’s per capita biocapacity 
– the ability of its ecosystem to provide 
these resources – measures just 0.03 gha. 
This means that the amount of natural 
resources Hong Kong people use exceeds 
what is available in the territory by an 
astounding 150 times, and such difference 
is termed as ecological deficit. Though 
Hong Kong’s population increased by 
120 per cent from 1962 to 2008, during 
the same period its Footprint ballooned 
almost four-fold. 

GLoBAL ChALLenGe

By comparison, Japan and South Korea 
demand six to seven times more from 
nature than their ecosystems can provide 
and China requires 2.4 times. Hong Kong 
has accumulated a staggering ecological 
deficit – the ninth largest in the world and 
the second largest in Asia, second only to 
Singapore.

Overconsumption is a challenge not just 
locally, but globally. If we put the Footprint 
performance of individual countries aside, 
today, humanity’s Ecological Footprint 
exceeds the Earth’s biocapacity by more 
than 50 per cent. It takes the Earth 18 
months to renew the natural resources 
that humanity uses in one year! If the 
world continues to demand more and 
more natural resources, by the middle 
of this century, humanity as a whole will 
require resources equivalent to the three 
Earths to meet its daily needs, which is 
physically impossible. We are living in an 
era of ecological overshoot. 

hABitAt ConverSion
Currently, two-thirds of the world’s 
agricultural land is used for livestock. 
Native vegetation has been converted 
into pastureland and it is estimated that 
each year an area of rainforest larger 
than New York State is destroyed to 
create grazing land.

overGrAzinG
Overgrazing damages soil structure and 
causes erosion. Desertification has affected 
one-third of the land on Earth, caused 
largely by deforestation, overgrazing and 
poor agricultural practices. 

Feed GrAinS
Globally, one-third of the world’s 
cereal harvest is fed to farm animals. 
Competition for food resources, i.e. 
growing grain for cattle feed versus 
human food, is a serious concern.

poLLution And emiSSion
8,000 hectares of corn silage or a similar 
crop are needed to absorb the manure from a 
feedlot with 50,000 head of cattle. Improper 
handling of manure can lead to air and water 
pollution. Greenhouse gases are another 
problem: cows’ digestive systems and their 
manure release methane and nitrous oxides 
are produced when manure and artificial 
fertilisers decompose in soil.

eArthS needed to Support 
honG konG’S LiFeStYLe

2.6 
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How can this have happened? It all comes 
down to our lifestyles. Starting with the 
first cup of coffee we buy in the morning, 
we begin to contribute to our Ecological 
Footprint – that coffee requires coffee 
beans to be grown, water, milk, sugar, a 
paper cup and a lid. On the way to work, 
we browse Facebook using our smart 
phones – all of which consume energy. For 
lunch, we may order a sashimi set, which 
might contain unsustainable seafood, for 
example Bluefin tuna. On the weekend 
we indulge ourselves in shopping malls 
for trendy clothes and accessories. Too 
often, we consume without considering 
the natural resources utilized, wasted 
and contaminated for the production, 
processing and packaging, transportation 
and provision of these goods and services. 

The report states that the top contributors 
to the Ecological Footprint of households 
in Hong Kong are “food”, “electricity, 
gas and other fuels”, “transport services” 
and “clothing”. These four categories 
accounted for 61 per cent of the total 
household Footprint. 

As we all know, Hong Kong people are 
great lovers of seafood. Small wonder 
then, when we look into the household 
Food Footprint at the commodity level, 

almost one-third of the contribution 
comes from seafood.

Competition For  
nAturAL reSourCeS

An obvious point that needs to be 
underlined: Hong Kong, with its limited 
geographic area, is highly dependent 
on imports of natural resources from 
overseas. For example, we import 
seafood from an amazing 150 countries 
and territories around the world, along 
with other types of food, fibre and forest 
products. Yet our trading partners are 
themselves accumulating ecological 
deficits.

As resources become scarcer and 
competition heats up, Hong Kong will 
become increasingly vulnerable to 
changes in world markets. Hong Kong 
is lucky, in that our income is relatively 
high, which enables us to bid for natural 
resources from overseas. But in fact, 
there is no guarantee that our competitive 
advantage will remain forever.

Overcoming global challenge often starts 

2nd 

Hong Kong people certainly 
love food. But at the same time, 
we somehow manage to throw 
a lot of it out: 3,584 tonnes of 
food per day according to 2011 
figures. That’s half a kilogram 
per person. 

A Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) report released 
in September shows that 1.3 
billion tonnes of food are 
wasted globally each year. The 
1.4 billion hectares of land and 
250 cubic kilometres of water 
used to produce this unused 
food simply went down the 
drain or into the landfill. Even 

more worryingly, this wastage 
created 3.3 billion tonnes of 
greenhouse gases.

The FAO estimates the direct 
economic cost of food waste 
– excluding fish and seafood 
– at US$750 billion (HK$5.8 
trillion) per year, or roughly 
the gross domestic product of 
Switzerland. 

There is hope, however: the 
FAO says that better farming 
practices, finding secondary 
markets for surplus food and 
recycling and recovering can 
help bring food waste figures 
down.

wASte not, wAnt not

honG konG hAS 
ACCumuLAted 
A StAGGerinG 
eCoLoGiCAL 
deFiCit – the 
ninth LArGeSt 
in the worLd 
And the SeCond 
LArGeSt in ASiA, 
SeCond onLY to 
SinGApore.

250km3

uS$750
BiLLion

1.4 BiLLion 
heCtAreS

3.3 BiLLion 
tonneS

wAter

Food wASte

LAnd

GreenhouSe GASeS
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Hongkongers are trendy by nature. But a large wardrobe has costs that 
go far beyond the price tags on the clothes. In August, WWF-Hong 
Kong conducted the Hong Kong Clothing Consumption Survey. The 
results showed that over 80 per cent of respondents bought one to five 
items of clothing per month on average. 

But growing cotton, a key raw material, can have a huge impact on 
freshwater resources and ecosystems. About 20 million tonnes of 
cotton are grown each year in about 90 countries. It can take 2,700 
litres of water to produce 1 kilogram of cotton – the amount needed to 
make one T-shirt.

In most countries, agriculture is a leading source of pollution. The 
unsafe use of agricultural chemicals can lead to severe problems both 
for workers in the fields and ecosystems that receive excessive amounts 
of runoff water from farms. Although cotton accounts for only 2.4 
per cent of the world’s cropland, 24 and 11 per cent of global sales of 
insecticides and pesticides are used on this crop respectively. 

Behind A t-Shirt

2,700 
LitreS 
wAter

1 kG
Cotton

“The first step is to 
include the Ecological 
Footprint concept into 
the formulation of the 
Biodiversity Strategy 
and Action Plan in 
Hong Kong. This might 
then help Hong Kong to 
continuously measure 
its sustainability 
performance, and 
to guide our way 
toward sustainable 
development.”

- CW Cheung, Head of 
Footprint Programme of 
WWF-Hong Kong

with local solutions. WWF believes that 
the Hong Kong government’s Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan, developed 
under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity, is a timely opportunity for Hong 
Kong’s decision-makers to demonstrate 
their commitment to conserving local 
biodiversity. Looking forward, WWF 
believes that the Hong Kong government 
should assume the role of measuring 
the use of natural resources through 
the calculation of Ecological Footprint, 
reporting on this publicly and regularly. 
The government should also identify and 
address areas of major ecological burden 
to reduce such Footprint in the long term. 

“The first step is to include the Ecological 
Footprint concept into the formulation of 
the Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
in Hong Kong,” says CW Cheung, Head of 
WWF-Hong Kong’s Footprint Programme. 
“This might then help Hong Kong to 
continuously measure its sustainability 

honG konG’S Four moSt 
importAnt houSehoLd 
ConSumption CAteGorieS

Food
23%

enerGY
14%

CLothinG
12% trAnSpor-

tAtion
12%

Other
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For Hongkongers, the Golden threadfin bream has always 
been considered a cheap and easy “go-to” fish for the dinner 
table. But the fish, once ubiquitous in Hong Kong wet markets, 
is becoming more and more scarce. Seriously overfished, its 
numbers are dropping at an alarming rate and in the past 
decade, its population has declined by at least 30 per cent. 
It is now recognized globally as a Threatened species by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

As a result, in the latest edition of WWF-Hong Kong’s Seafood 
Guide this species has been moved from the “Yellow – Think 
Twice” category to “Red – Avoid”.

The guide lists more than 70 types of seafood in three groups: 
“Green – Recommended”, “Yellow – Think Twice” and 
“Red – Avoid”. Seafood categorized as “Red” comes from 
unsustainable fisheries, and is over-exploited or caught or 
farmed in an ecologically unfriendly way. They should not 
appear on your dining table.

It is not just one of our favorite fish that has been “upgraded” 
into the worst category. The silver pomfret, horsehead and 
squid, which come from the South China Sea, and sole from 

New Zealand 
have also 
gravitated from 
yellow to red. Several types 
of grouper have met the same fate: the tiger grouper from 
Southeast Asia and the orange spotted grouper from Thailand.

In a recent survey, WWF found that 51.4 per cent of the 
seafood found in tanks at Chinese restaurants, 50 per cent 
of the species in tanks at seafood restaurants, and 38.6 per 
cent of the seafood in tanks at supermarkets were in our Red 
category – a worrying state of affairs indicating that further 
pressure is being heaped on these vulnerable species.

To reduce our Ecological Footprint, one of the ways is making 
wise choices regarding the seafood we eat. The Seafood Guide 
can be a helpful tool in making these decisions.

GoLd turnS to red 

performance, and to guide our way 
toward sustainable development.” 

keY to endurinG proSperitY

Cheung points out that sustainability has 
become a key element in city development 
worldwide. “A number of cities or 
countries, for example Wales in the UK, 
Calgary in Canada, the United Arab 
Emirates, Japan and Ecuador are already 
tracking their Ecological Footprint 
and even use this concept in their city 
planning. Being ‘Asia’s World City’, Hong 
Kong should be the leader and become 
the continent’s most sustainable city.”

Tackling the ecological deficit will be key 
to ensuring the long-term prosperity and 
stability of Hong Kong. “Reducing our 
Ecological Footprint means that we can 
gradually reduce our risk of being exposed 

to supply disruptions and price volatility 
on the world market”, Cheung continues.

The report concludes by saying that it 
would be in the interests of both the 
government and the business sector to 
give more consideration to operating 
within the boundaries of finite natural 
resources. To create traction on such an 
agenda, they should come up with plans 
for change.

The past century has shown that Hong 
Kong’s can-do spirit can lead us to 
achieve almost anything. To sustain 
this level of success, the city must 
look ahead to the coming century. As 
the saying goes, “if you fail to plan, 
you plan to fail”. Coming up with 
a solid road map to reduce Hong 
Kong’s Ecological Footprint will be an 
excellent insurance policy to secure 
our prosperity in the future. 

downLoAd  
the FuLL report

Download the Seafood Guide at 
wwf.org.hk/seafood/en
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We engage in a broad range of business activities and investments.      

through an emphasis on sound profitability and corporate social responsibility 
in delivering high quality products and services.

We aim to provide rewarding work environments for our staff, and support 

 peaceful, non-confrontational environmental initiatives around the world.    

We contribute to the sustainability of our global environment

mfJebsen Group www.mfjebsen.com
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A Hong Kong 
Icon At A 
crossroAds

The historic home of Hong Kong’s Chinese 
white dolphins is being encroached upon by 
the city’s rampant urban development. At the 
same time, these pearls of Hong Kong’s marine 
environment are experiencing a population 
decline. Currently only 1.5 per cent of Hong 
Kong waters are protected. Much needs to 
be done to protect and expand the dolphins’ 
home in order to offer them sanctuary.

Mr. Lee, a fisherman who worked in Hong Kong’s 
western waters for over 30 years, used to see 
Chinese white dolphins every day. “Spotting 
dolphins was just effortless,” he says, recalling 
how they gathered in such numbers that they 
could be a nuisance, damaging his nets as they 
crowded around them trying to get at the fish. But 
nowadays, he can stare at the sea for a long time 
without spotting a single dolphin.

His observations reflect the hard fact that 
numbers of this marine mammal, also known as 

conservAtIon
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the pink dolphin, have nosedived over the last decade as 
Hong Kong’s waters have become dirtier, more built up and 
increasingly crowded. Just 61 dolphins now remain in their 
three main local habitats, according to the latest figures from 
the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department’s 
annual marine mammal monitoring programme. This is 
down from 158 in 2003, with steep declines seen in all three 
habitats around Lantau Island.

A variety of threats are making life much harder for the 
iconic creature, explains Dr. Samuel Hung, chairman of 
the Hong Kong Dolphin Conservation Society. High-speed 
ferries from Hong Kong to Macau and elsewhere in the 
region roar through the dolphins’ habitat 24 hours a day, 
interfering with the sonar they rely upon to find food and 
almost certainly causing deaths and injuries, as seen by the 
propeller scars some dolphins carry.

Pollution and overfishing are harming both the dolphins 
and their sources of food, and while conservationists 
welcome dolphin watching as a way to raise awareness 
about the creatures and their plight, some tour operators 
have been accused of harassing the dolphins, putting them 

under yet more stress.

But by far the 
biggest threat, 
Dr. Hung says, is 
widespread development and 
land reclamation around Lantau Island. 
Development is rapidly changing the contours of the 
coastline, removing some dolphin habitats permanently 
and crowding other areas with more noise, marine traffic 
and pollution than the creatures can bear.

The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge may be a huge gamble 
with the dolphins’ future. Since the works associated with 
the mammoth project began – which include two artificial 
islands just outside Hong Kong waters – conservationists 
have seen a steep drop in dolphin numbers in the West 
Lantau area. Coincidence? The conservationists think not.

In Northeast Lantau meanwhile, massive reclamation 
projects associated with the Boundary Crossing Facilities 
for the bridge project are being blamed by some for a 
staggering drop in dolphin numbers in a single year. And in 
another major dolphin habitat, Northwest Lantau, dolphin 

The biggest threat to the 
Chinese white dolphins is 
rampant development and 
land reclamation around 
their habitats.

Government proposed 
marine parks

Proposed 
Southwest Lantau 

Marine Park

HKSAR boundary

Proposed Soko Islands 
Marine Park

Proposed third 
runway project

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
Macao Bridge 
construction

Sha Chau and Lung 
Kwu Chau Marine Park

Major Chinese white 
dolphin habitats

LAntAU  IsLAnd

MAp of tHreAts to tHe 
cHInese wHIte doLpHIns
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numbers appear to have stabilized, but the population 
will soon face an onslaught of pressure from several 
megaprojects, including the proposed third runway at Chek 
Lap Kok airport – which would involve the reclamation of 
650 hectares of land – and the government’s proposed 
300-hectare reclamation at Lung Kwu Tan as part of the 
controversial “Enhancing Land Supply” scheme.

The situation appears bleak for the beloved dolphins, but 
saving them – and the Hong Kong marine environment 
they have come to symbolize – is not an impossible task, 
nor one that will require putting a halt to all development. 
Conservationists are not blindly opposed to all land 
reclamation, Dr. Hung stresses, but it is essential not to 
reclaim land when alternatives exist. Above all, reclamation 
should be viewed as a last resort.

Since 2005, WWF has campaigned for a ban on trawling 
in Hong Kong waters. The long-waited trawling ban, 
which came into effect on 31 December 2012, would 
safeguard the ecological integrity of marine environment. 

What Hong Kong needs now is to create a new, science-
based plan to ensure their survival, take a fresh look at 
the mitigation measures which minimize the impacts of 
development, and do more to tackle the triple threats of 
marine traffic, pollution and overfishing.

Much more must also be done to save the dolphin’s habitat, 
including designating key areas around western and southern 
Lantau, including the Soko Islands, as marine parks; and 
ensuring that the existing marine park around Sha Chau 
and Lung Kwu Chau is not degraded by reclamation and 
increased traffic in neighboring areas.

Under the Convention on Biological Diversity, Hong Kong 
has committed to protecting 10 per cent of its coastal and 
marine areas by 2020. Currently, only 1.5 per cent (2,430 
hectares) is protected, compared to the roughly 40 per cent 
of its land area that is protected in Country Parks and nature 
reserves. If the current trend cannot be reversed, Chinese 
white dolphins may disappear entirely from Hong Kong 
waters in near future. 

香港觀鳥大賽 周年
ANNIVERSARYBig Bird Race 201430th

2014.1.25 (星期六Saturday)

捐款支持
DONATE NOW
米埔自然保護區 保育工作
SUPPORT THE MAI PO NATURE RESERVE

立即掃瞄下方的 QR code 條碼，捐款予香港
觀鳥大賽，籌得款項將全數撥款米埔自然保護
區，直接支持2014年米埔的保育工作。

Act now! Scan the QR code below to access 
to the Big Bird Race donation web page. Your 
donations will be directly allocated to support 
the upcoming conservation programmes of 
the Mai Po Nature Reserve. 

最後捐款日期 Donation Deadline︰2014 / 2 / 28

捐款專頁(中文版) Online donation page 
(English)
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香港觀鳥大賽所籌得的捐款，成功修復
了通往最南面觀鳥屋的木橋，及修葺了
11號基圍的蘆葦叢！

Thanks to the funds raised in Big Bird 
Race 2013, we were able to repair the 
boardwalk access to the southernmost 
floating hide, and restore the degraded 
reedbeds in gei wai #11.

Be part of the 
Solution.

By participating in WWF-Hong Kong’s Corporate Membership Programme, 
companies can demonstrate leadership in running a business sustainably,  

while staff can join our experiential conservation programmes.

You are not only supporting a conservation organization, you are supporting the planet. 

wwf.org.hk/cmp
Join us. Find out more at

Maintain habitats in Mai Po to preserve 
their rich biodiversity

Explore an amazing underwater world in 
a glass-bottomed boat in Hoi Ha

Restore a historic heritage at Island House 
and learn about the importance of nature

For enquiries please contact Mr. Ma at 2161 9658

WWF is fighting hard to save Hong Kong’s 
Chinese white dolphins and protect 
our marine environment. The “Vote 
Ruby” campaign – starring our fetching 
ambassador for marine conservation – 
aims to create safe havens for Chinese 
white dolphins and other species in Hong 
Kong’s crowded waters.

The campaign highlights the threats 
faced by the dolphins and encourages the 
public to show their support by signing a 
petition urging the government to fulfill 
a promise made more than a decade ago: 
to designate areas of sea off West Lantau 
and the Soko Islands as marine parks.

Beyond the campaign for two permanent 
dolphin sanctuaries, WWF is working 
to lower the human impacts on dolphin 
habitats from coastal development. We 

provide comments and suggestions, and 
continually advocate that Hong Kong 
government evaluate and address the 
cumulative impacts of any construction 
project occurring near dolphin habitats.

WWF are also working to educate people 
about the dolphins, not only in Hong 
Kong but worldwide. Much remains 
to be learned about this fascinating 
animal and by sharing information with 
other conservation groups and boosting 
scientific knowledge, more effective 
ways to preserve Hong Kong’s remaining 
dolphins can be found.

BeIng A voIce  
for tHe voIceLess

To give the dolphins a 
fighting chance, WWF 
believes that Hong 
Kong needs to create 
a new, science-based 
plan to ensure their 
survival, take a fresh 
look at the mitigation 
measures which 
minimize the impacts 
of development, and 
do more to tackle the 
triple threats of marine 
traffic, pollution and 
overfishing.

Join us and help shout for 
the dolphins at voteruby.hk



香港觀鳥大賽 周年
ANNIVERSARYBig Bird Race 201430th

2014.1.25 (星期六Saturday)

捐款支持
DONATE NOW
米埔自然保護區 保育工作
SUPPORT THE MAI PO NATURE RESERVE

立即掃瞄下方的 QR code 條碼，捐款予香港
觀鳥大賽，籌得款項將全數撥款米埔自然保護
區，直接支持2014年米埔的保育工作。

Act now! Scan the QR code below to access 
to the Big Bird Race donation web page. Your 
donations will be directly allocated to support 
the upcoming conservation programmes of 
the Mai Po Nature Reserve. 

最後捐款日期 Donation Deadline︰2014 / 2 / 28

捐款專頁(中文版) Online donation page 
(English)

©
 W

W
F-

H
on

g 
K

on
g 2013年有賴各界踴躍支持，我們利用了

香港觀鳥大賽所籌得的捐款，成功修復
了通往最南面觀鳥屋的木橋，及修葺了
11號基圍的蘆葦叢！

Thanks to the funds raised in Big Bird 
Race 2013, we were able to repair the 
boardwalk access to the southernmost 
floating hide, and restore the degraded 
reedbeds in gei wai #11.

Be part of the 
Solution.

By participating in WWF-Hong Kong’s Corporate Membership Programme, 
companies can demonstrate leadership in running a business sustainably,  

while staff can join our experiential conservation programmes.

You are not only supporting a conservation organization, you are supporting the planet. 

wwf.org.hk/cmp
Join us. Find out more at

Maintain habitats in Mai Po to preserve 
their rich biodiversity

Explore an amazing underwater world in 
a glass-bottomed boat in Hoi Ha

Restore a historic heritage at Island House 
and learn about the importance of nature

For enquiries please contact Mr. Ma at 2161 9658
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From 
rainForest 
to ConCrete 
Jungle
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WWF PeoPle

Gavin Edwards began his conservation 
journey when he co-founded a forest 
conservation NGO in Canada. He later 
moved to Greenpeace to work on forest 
conservation and climate & energy. Driven 
by a life-long fascination with the infinite 
diversity of nature, Gavin came to Hong 
Kong four years ago and joined WWF-Hong 
Kong as our Conservation Director this 
June. With almost 20 years of experience in 
environmental advocacy and conservation, 
he aims to help turn our compact concrete 
jungle into the most sustainable city in Asia.
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Why did you start working with the environment?

I have a passion for mountaineering and rock climbing. 
I studied Geography for my Bachelor’s degree, with an 
emphasis on glaciology – just because I wanted to spend 
more time in the mountains! 

When I was 21, I finished university in Wales and went to 
Canada. There, I saw logging in British Columbia on an 
unimaginable scale, and witnessed the damage it did to 
the hillsides and the habitat it destroyed. I realized I had 
to do something to help protect these magnificent forests 
so I decided to get involved in conservation.

What happened next?

In 1995, I co-founded a small NGO called Forest Action 
Network. We started campaigning for the protection of 
an area called Great Bear Rainforest. 

Because of my scientific background, I’ve always been 
interested in conservation biology – where you try to 
move beyond protecting just one element of the forest 
like the grizzly bear, and instead protect the whole 
ecosystem for all species.

 

What made you change your focus from forest 
conservation to tackling climate change?

After a few years in Canada, I moved to Greenpeace 
International to work on conservation in many different 
forests including the Amazon rainforest. I also realized 

that the threats posed by climate change to forests 
are as big as those from logging companies, since 
climate change has such a massive influence on whole 
ecosystems. I decided that if I really cared about forests, 
then working to tackle climate change had to be the most 
important thing.

You worked with Greenpeace International on 
their climate and energy campaigns, particularly 
renewable energy. Why did you choose Hong 
Kong, a place where there is not much discussion 
on this issue?

Using the knowledge and experience I’ve gained over 
the years, I want to help transform Hong Kong into the 
most sustainable city in Asia. You’re correct, right now 
there isn’t much discussion about renewable energy or 
how renewable energy in mainland China might benefit 
Hong Kong, but I believe I can make a big difference in 
this area.

Here in Asia, there is still much to do on issues that I 
feel passionately about, such as sustainability, climate 
change and greenhouse gas emissions. There are very 
few NGOs working on these fields here compared to  
in Europe.

Mountain climbing 
in Pakistan.
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Since Hong Kong already holds a lot of influence in Asia, 
the impact of becoming a leading sustainable city could 
be enormous: we could become an example to other cities 
around the region to follow.

What are some of the highlights of your 
“conservation journey”?

I can name three major highlights. The first one was an 
accident I had while mountain climbing in the Karakoram 
Mountains of Pakistan. A friend and I were descending 
a mountain tied together with a long rope. Suddenly the 
snow slope I was on began to avalanche and I fell down 
the slope and was unable to stop myself with my ice axe. 
Fortunately my friend on the other end of rope caught me 
and after maybe 30 metres I stopped. It was scary, and it 
made me realize that life is fragile. Every day counts so 
we ought to live out our dreams and be ambitious in our 
achievements.

The second highlight was when I got involved in 
conservation in Canada. I saw an amazing forest being 
cut down, but I didn’t know how to get involved in forest 
conservation. I didn’t have a background in politics, 
I didn’t understand media and I was not an expert in 
ecology. But forest conservation was so important to me 
that I had to do something, and through learning, talking 
with friends and cooperating I kept working at it. When 
you see a problem in the world, no matter how difficult it 
seems, if you have the passion to solve it, you should do 
your best to make a difference. You will find a way through 
and can achieve amazing things.

My third highlight is being here in Hong Kong. My role at 
WWF requires me to think about sustainable development, 

and how to strike the right balance between nature 
conservation and development. I’ve also been thinking a 
lot about inequality, and how consumption on Earth is 
unbalanced right now, where many people consume too 
much and some too little.

Having been at WWF for a few months now, is there 
anything that surprises you?

I am surprised by how much conservation expertise we 
have. There are people with PhDs and people who know 
Hong Kong inside out. We have highly knowledgeable 
staff on Chinese white dolphins, land issues and country 
parks. We have the world’s leading expert on the Romer’s 
tree frog. I am impressed by their knowledge their 
understanding of nature and how they plan to change the 
world. 

What conservation victories do you want to achieve 
in Hong Kong?

My first target is to create more protection for Hong Kong 
waters. While 40 per cent of Hong Kong’s land area is 
currently protected, only 1.5 per cent of our waters are 
protected. My target is to raise that figure to 10 per cent. 
I see a big opportunity to protect the marine environment 
here, particularly the habitats of the Chinese White 
Dolphin and the waters around Sai Kung.

My second goal is to make Hong Kong a leader in tackling 
climate change. Right now, there is no comprehensive 
policy on the issue, and the government is not very 
interested in renewable energy systems. I’m aiming to 
change this situation. 

 “I worked in Greenpeace 
International on conservation in 
many different forests including 
the Amazon rainforest.”

 “I have a passion for 
mountaineering and rock 
climbing.”
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serious Fun!
Corporate team-building games and 
conservation work may seem like an 
odd couple at first glance, but the 
synergy between two can create a 
win-win situation for business 
and the environment.

This summer, a few staff members from WWF-Hong Kong 
joined a team-building activity put on by Team Building 
Asia called “Rat Trap”. Basically, teams have to build a 
series of devices using materials like wheels, strings and 
screws. When every device is placed in the right position 
and sequence, this triggers a chain reaction of events 
which culminates in a plush stuffed rat being “caught”. The 
exercise brought staff from different departments together 
in a fun game that also helped build stronger relationships 
between the teams.

Team Building Asia has been a solid supporter of WWF 
in the past. David Simpson, the Co-Founder and Director 
of the company told us why he’s such a fan of WWF: “We 
have always been impressed with WWF’s environmental 
protection education work and as a result, we have been 
inspired to take a long hard look at our own company’s 
environmental policies.”

David is aware that he is neither a conservationist nor 
a scientist, but that has not stopped him from building a 
link between his passion and nature conservation. “Our 
programmes don’t directly benefit conservation, but we use 
these opportunities to help WWF build a consistent team, 
which is essential to conversation projects.”

The process works the other way as well. Team Building Asia 
receives advice from WWF on making their programmes 
more sustainable and conservation-oriented. For example, 
in the “Rat Trap” game, the rat is a useful metaphor: it 
could be a restaurant that does not use sustainable seafood.

David has some helpful advice for organizations, that have 
an interest in and desire to support conservation but do not 
know where to start: “Get involved. Decide which area of 
expertise you want to develop and see how this can create a 
link to support WWF.” 

PartnershiP

The exercise brought staff from 
different departments together in 
a fun game that also helped build 
stronger relationships.





leaVe a 
lasting legaCY

Your Will can protect wildlife and
wild spaces for future generations

Leave a gift in your will today to WWF to refl ect your 
commitment to protecting our precious nature

Emperor penguins in 
Dawson-Lambton Glacier, 
Antarctica.

For more information please visit wwf.org.hk/en/supportwwf/planned_giving
WWF–Hong Kong, No.1 Tramway Path, Central, Hong Kong

Email: plannedgiving@wwf.org.hk
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Hong Kong has the 
second-largest ecological 
deficit in Asia.
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Hong Kong’s Ecological Footprint
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony and nature.

Why we are here

wwf.org.hk

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

WWF.ORG.HK
•  AbOut LiFE  AutuMN 2013150

2.6
tonnes of food of food are wasted 
every day in Hong Kong.

3,584

2nd

The amount of natural 
resources Hong Kong 
people use exceeds 
what is available in the 
territory by 150 times.

Earths would be needed 
if everyone on Earth were 
to live the way Hong Kong 
peoples do.
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