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® Priacanthus macracanthus
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® Priacanthus macracanthus

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters

Mainly sold as: Fresh whole fish

Fishing method: Long lining and gill netting

© Biology

Bigeye grow quickly and become ma-
ture in less than 17 months. They are
not particularly vulnerable to fishing
pressure.

o Status of wild populations

Although bigeye are abundant in the
South China sea, their stocks are over-
fished. Surveys of fish stocks in the
northern South China Sea found that
numbers have declined significantly,
and the bigeye caught are mainly juve-
niles.

© Bycatch

Long lining in the South China Sea
uses small hooks, creating a relatively
small amount of bycatch and discards,
but gill netting could catch juvenile fish
if the net holes are too small.

© Impacts on the environment

The fishing methods have little impact
on the seabed because the gear has
minimal contact with the seabed.

© Fisheries management

There are scant fishery regulations for
bigeye in Hong Kong and the South
China Sea: Hong Kong has no size re-

strictions, no fishing licensing and no
quota system. Although there are some
management measures in place in
mainland China, enforcement is poor.
Fishery management in both places is
ineffective.

Summary

Bigeye are not particularly vulner-
able to fishing pressure but stocks
are considered overfished. The fish-
ing methods used have limited im-
pact on the seabed. The amount of
bycatch varies by fishing method.
The fisheries management systems
in place are generally unsound.
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