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® Pampus argenteus
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® Pampus argenteus

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters

Mainly sold as: Fresh whole fish

Fishing method: Mid-water trawling

© Biology

Silver pomfret grow fast and reach
maturity in less than 17 months. They
are not particularly sensitive to fishing
pressure.

© Status of wild populations

Although there is no accurate estimates
of silver pomfret stocks, catch data
from the South China Sea indicate that
the species is overfished.

© Bycatch

The amount of bycatch generated by
mid-water trawling is not well known.
However, like bottom trawling, com-
mercially important juvenile fish are
caught and sold cheaply to fish farms
in Hong Kong and China as feed.

© Impacts on the environment

Mid-water trawling has little impact on
the seabed because there is no contact
between the seafloor and the fishing
gear.

o Fisheries management

Fishery management systems for
silver pomfret in Hong Kong and the
South China Sea are weak. Fishery
regulations are not in place: in Hong
Kong, there are no size restrictions,
fishing licensing or quota system.
Although some management measures
are in place in mainland China, enforce-
ment is poor.

Summary

Silver pomfret stocks are overfished.
Bycatch from mid-water trawling
leads to the waste of marine resourc-
es but at least the fishing method
does not affect the seabed. Never-
theless, the management measures
in place for silver pomfret in Hong
Kong and the South China Sea are
unsound.
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