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® Sebastiscus marmoratus
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® Sebastiscus marmoratus

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters
Mainly sold as: Live and fresh whole fish

Fishing method: Hand lining

Rockfish grow fast and can become
sexually mature in less than a year,
making them less sensitive to fishing
pressure than many other species.

Although there are no accurate esti-
mates of local rockfish stocks, the fact
that so many juvenile fish are caught
and sold suggests that the species is
overfished.

Hand lining, which is used to catch
rockfish, should have bycatch rates as
low as 5% of the total catch. However,
fishermen keep all the fish they catch
including juveniles of other species,
leading to further depletion of marine
resources.

Hand lining has little impact on the
seabed because contact between fish-
ing lines and the seafloor is minimal.

Hong Kong and the South China Sea
have inadequate fishery regulations for
rockfish. In Hong Kong, there are just
a few restrictions and a few small pro-
tected areas. Although mainland China
has regulations, enforcement is weak.
Rockfish fisheries are therefore not well
managed.

Summary

Rockfish are overfished in Hong
Kong and the South China Sea, even
though they are not particularly sen-
sitive to fishing pressure. Hand lin-
ing should generate small amounts
of bycatch but fishermen keep all
the fish they catch. The impact of
this fishing method on the seabed
is minimal. The management mea-
sures for rockfish in Hong Kong and
the South China Sea are unsound.
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