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e Psetta maxima
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Origin: China

e Psetta maxima

Mainly sold as: Live and fresh whole fish

Culture method: ndoor pools

The high density of turbot in these
indoor pools can allow diseases and
parasites to spread easily.

The commercial fish meal used may
contain overfished wild-caught fish
from China.

Fry come from artificial hatcheries and
no wild fish are collected.

Although turbot farms are land-based,
effluent including excess feed, fae-
ces, and potentially diseases are dis-
charged into the open sea without any
treatment, resulting in pollution of the
natural environment. The chances of
farmed fish escaping into sea are low
because the farms are land-based.

Turbot farms are run by big corpora-
tions, so local villagers can get work
there, but they do not benefit directly

from the profits the farms make. Health
certification is required, but regula-
tions do not focus on the environmen-
tal impact of farms and need to be im-
proved.

Summary

Turbot are cultured in indoor pools
in mainland China. Farmed turbot
are produced by hatcheries and the
risk of exotic species being intro-
duced is low. But turbot farms can
have negative effects on the environ-
ment, including their use of over-
fished species as feed, pollution and
the spread of disease. The manage-
ment measures currently in place
are partially effective in addressing
these issues.
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