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o Sardinella gibbosa
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Origin: Thailand
Mainly sold as: Canned fish
Fishing method: Purse seining

Sardines are schooling fish and they
feed and reproduce in big groups. Sar-
dine populations can vary greatly from
year to year as they are affected by fac-
tors including seawater temperature,
climate and water currents. These
characteristics make the species sen-
sitive to fishing pressure.

Sardines are one of the most impor-
tant fisheries in Thailand. Although
the amount of sardines currently being
landed in Thailand is fairly stable, some
studies have suggested that their popu-
lations are beginning to be overfished.

Purse seining is a highly selective
method that has a low bycatch rate.

Purse seining has little impact on the
seabed because there is no contact be-
tween fishing gear and the seafloor.

e Sardinella gibbosa

Thailand's sardine fishery has some
management measures in place, in-
cluding the closure of certain areas,
licensing and restrictions on the size of
the purse seine nets so that small fish
are not caught. However, the enforce-
ment of these measures is partially ef-
fective.

Summary

Thai sardine stocks are beginning to
show signs of overfishing, although
the current catch is still stable. Sar-
dine have some biological charac-
teristics that make them sensitive to
fishing pressure. The fish are caught
by purse seiners and this fishing
method generates a relatively low
amount of bycatch and does not
damage the seabed. The manage-
ment of the sardine fishery in Thai-
land is partially effective.
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