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e Monacanthus chinensis
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e Monacanthus chinensis

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters
Mainly sold as: Live and fresh whole fish

Fishing method: Gill netting

Fan-bellied leatherjacket do not have
biological characteristics that make
them particularly vulnerable to fishing
pressure.

No formal assessment of fan-bellied
leatherjacket stocks is available but
according to a local survey, the spe-
cies is already overfished in Hong
Kong waters.

Fan-bellied leatherjacket are caught
with gill nets, which can cause a high
amount of undesirable bycatch if the
mesh is very small. However, the by-
catch rate in the South China Sea is
only about 5% of the total catch.

Gill netting has a limited impact on
the seabed because of the minimal
contact between fishing gear and the
seafloor.

Fishery management systems in Hong
Kong and the South China Sea are
weak. Only limited regulations are in
place, and there are no fishery manage-
ment measures for the species in Hong
Kong. The enforcement of fishery man-
agement measures in the South China
Sea is poor.

Summary

The biological characteristics of
fan-bellied leatherjacket make them
not naturally susceptible to fishing
pressure but local stocks are still
overfished. Gill netting of the spe-
cies generates only a small quan-
tity of undesirable bycatch and has
relatively low impact on the seabed.
Nevertheless, fan-bellied leather-
jacket fishery management systems
in Hong Kong and the South China
Sea are unsound.
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