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e Siganus canaliculatus

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters
Mainly sold as: Live and fresh whole fish

Fishing method: Cage trapping

White-spotted rabbitfish are fast-grow-
ing and can reach maturity in about 156
months, meaning that they are not sus-
ceptible to fishing pressure.

There is no detailed estimate of local
white-spotted rabbitfish stocks but they
appear to be overfished.

Cages are most commonly used to
catch white-spotted rabbitfish, and oth-
er species that are caught in them have
high survival rates if they are released.
However, fishermen usually keep all the
fish that they catch.

Cage trapping has little impact on the
seabed because contact between fish-
ing gear and the seafloor is minimal.

Fishery management systems for white
-spotted rabbitfish in Hong Kong and
the South China Sea are weak. Fishery

regulations are not in place: in Hong
Kong, there are no size restrictions,
fishing licensing or quota system. Al-
though some management measures
are in place in mainland China, en-
forcement is poor.

Summary

White-spotted rabbitfish are over-
fished despite not being particularly
vulnerable to fishing pressure. Cage
trapping generates a high quan-
tity of undesirable bycatch but has
little impact on the seabed. White-
spotted rabbitfish fisheries in Hong
Kong and the South China Sea are
not well managed.
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