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® Epinephelus quoyanus

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters
Mainly sold as: Live and fresh whole fish

Fishing method: Hand lining

Longfin grouper is a fast-growing spe-
cies that changes sex when it reaches
adulthood. It is not particularly vulner-
able to fishing pressure.

There is no accurate estimate of longfin
grouper stocks. They were formerly one
of the most commonly seen groupers
in Hong Kong waters but they are rarely
found. The species is considered over-
fished in Hong Kong waters, if not the
whole South China Sea.

Longfin grouper are caught by hand-
lining with a low bycatch rate of about
5% of the total catch, and the unwanted
bycatch usually has a high survival rate
after release.

Hand lining has little impact on the
seabed because contact between the
seafloor and the hooks is minimal.

There are few fishery regulations for
longfin grouper in Hong Kong and the
South China Sea. Critical management
measures including catch quotas, size
restrictionsand marine protection areas
are either absent or poorly enforced, so
fishery management of the species in
both Hong Kong and the South China
Sea is unsound.

Summary

Although longfin grouper are not
vulnerable to fishing pressure, they
are overfished. The fishing method
generates only small amount of by-
catch and has only a small impact
on the seabed. But the fishery man-
agement systems for the species is
not effective in either Hong Kong or
the South China Sea.

WBno) pim

131



