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® Scylla serrata
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Origin: China
Mainly sold as: Live crab

® Scylla serrata

Culture method: Outdoor intertidal ponds

Mud crabs are often stocked at high
densities, meaning that diseases and
parasites can spread easily.

Mud crab are scavengers, but the
young of important fish species may be
used as feed. This puts additional pres-
sure on the already overfished South
China Sea.

Most mud crab fry come from hatcher-
ies but some wild individuals are also
collected. Although they produce many
young at once, collecting juveniles
from the wild could still affect popula-
tion levels.

As mud crab ponds are located on in-
tertidal regions on estuaries, little al-
teration is needed to convert mudflats
into ponds. Effluent and faeces are
directly discharged into the open sea,
polluting the water and harming the
natural communities.

Aquaculture farms can only be set up
in designated places in China. The in-
dustry is beneficial to local communi-
ties. The regulations, however, are only
partially effective in addressing issues
such as the spread of disease and pol-
lution to the surrounding environment.

Summary

Mud crabs are cultured in intertidal
zones in mainland China. Farms
have some environmental impact,
including the use of wild juvenile fish
as feed, pollution from discharged
effluent and disease spreading be-
tween farmed individuals and into
the surrounding environment. There
are some regulations governing
mud crab farms, but overall, man-
agement measures are only partially
effective.
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