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e Nemipterus virgatus
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o Nemipterus virgatus

Origin: The South China Sea including Hong Kong waters

Mainly sold as: Fresh whole fish

Fishing method: Long lining

© Biology

Golden threadfin bream grow fast, be-
coming sexually mature in less than 15
months, meaning that they are not par-
ticularly sensitive to fishing pressure.

© Status of wild populations

Stocks of golden threadfin bream are
overfished. Surveys have found declin-
ing numbers in the South China Sea,
with the catch consisting mostly of
young fish.

© Bycatch

Golden threadfin bream are caught by
long lines that use small hooks, result-
ing in a relatively low quantity of unde-
sirable catch and discards - only about
5% of the total catch in the South China
Sea.

© Impacts on the environment

Long lining has little impact on the
seabed because contact between the
hooks and the seafloor is minimal.

© Fisheries management

Fishery management systems for gold-

en threadfin bream in Hong Kong and
the South China Sea are weak. There
are no regulation limiting their catch in
Hong Kong. Although some manage-
ment measures are in place in main-
land China, enforcement is poor.

Summary

Although golden threadfin bream
are not sensitive to fishing pres-
sure, stocks are still over-fished.
The fishing method used to catch
them generates little bycatch and
causes only minimal damage to the
seabed. Nevertheless, the manage-
ment measures in place to protect
golden threadfin bream in both
Hong Kong and the South China
Sea are weak.
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